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PREFACE. 



This Exposition was prepared for a Bible Class of young 
Men in 1871. It combines the accounts of the Parables given 
by the Evangelists in a new translation for the sake of fresh- 
ness. Comparison with the translation in common use will 
be useful, as will also, I hope, the Exposition, which is 
designed to help ordinary readers of the Scriptures to lay 
hold of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. When 
you have read all, carefully consider the Discrimination and 
COMPLETENESS of the Kingdom of God in its Nature, Laws, 
and Results. 

This pleasant and profitable employment of a 'season of 
enforced retirement from beloved public work will shew what 
may be done by taking up one department of the adorable 
Saviour's teaching, and learning from it some of the fulness 
of Jesus. 

** We walk o*er the rich soil and gather up 
Its larger surface diamonds, let us stop 
To dig out the bright gems and precious ores 
Just buried under it." 

May the Great and Gracious Teacher in His mercy bless 
this little volume to all who read it. 

SPENCER MURCH. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I HAVE spoken unto you in parables, but the time cometh 
when no longer in parables will I speak unto you ; but 
with plainness of speech, concerning the Father will I 
report to you. John xvi. 25-30. 

The direct teaching of Jesus being met with scorn and 
imbelief, He often taught in parables^ to the surprise of His 
disciples, Matt. xiii. 10-13, and the delight of the multi- 
tude, Mark xii. 37. By this method of teaching Jesus 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah vi. 9, 10, which showed 
that those who preferred blindness to knowledge, ** might 
see and not perceive," "hear and not understand.'* 
Matt. xiii. 13 ; Mark iv. 12. 

Parables veil the light with those who love darkness, — 
protect the truth they contain from insult, — cleave some- 
thing even with the careless which may impress and 
instruct them, — reveal the truth to truth-seekers ; for they 
search out the meaning of the parable, and will not rest 
till the Great Teacher has explained it, and written it on 
their hearts, Mark iv. 12, 33. 

Parables test the character of the hearers — ^present 
each character with the truth adapted to each, and 
according to the capacity of each. In this way the 
parable does its work, and finding out fit hearers, leads 
them on. 

The sayings or declarations of Jesus being considered 
hard, John vi. 60 — unendurable in the sense of unwilling- 
ness to comply with them, John vi. 61, 64, many went 
back and walked no more with Him, John vi. 66. Jesus 
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adopted this mode of teaching, that He might hold them 
in rapt attention to His words, that they might gain 
entrance into their hearts, and especially get the hearing 
of the Scribes, High-Priests, and Elders, Mark xi. 27; 
xii. 12. 

Thus the prophet's prediction was fulfilled, Ps. Ixxviii. 
2, " Give ear, O my people, to my law ; incline your ears 
to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a 
parable ; I will utter dark sayings from of old," — ^which 
words are applied to Jesus, in Matt. xiii. 35, Rom. xvi. 
25, 26, and teach us that He conveyed in His parables 
information respecting the kingdom of God, disclosing 
the eternal purposes of God in the salvation of Israel, 
I Cor. ii. 9. 

The heavenly kingdom is God's method of mercy for 
the redemption of sinners in Christ Jesus, and of His way 
of dealing with men — with those who receive His mercy, 
and with those who reject it. None can escape His 
wrath who neglect His great salvation. Heb. ii. 1-3 : 
John iii. 36 ; Rom. i. 18 ; ix. 22 ; Eph. v. 6 ; Col. iii. 6 ; 
Rev. xiv. 10, 19 ; xv. i, 7; xvi. i, 19. 

The parable represents an action which contains in 
itself the emblem of a higher truth of reason, or of moral 
principle, under the unity of a complete and obvious form. 
It is the object of the parable to bring the known into 
contact with the unknown, and cause it to be understood 
according to its real nature and properties in the known ; 
carries us from the visible to the invisible ; makes the 
realm of nature an image of the realm of grace ; sets out 
from man's natural experience, and gives him to discern 
therein God's principles of government towards the 

HUMAN race in EVERY INDIVIDUAL. 

Parables are internal analogies, and nature becomes a 
witness for the spiritual world. They unfold the great 
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scheme of man's redemption ; the principle upon which it 
proceeds ; its nature as a kingdom not of this world ; its 
laws, its reception, difficulties, triumphs, punishments, and 
lasting results ; life, death, judgment, hell, heaven, are 
shadowed forth under familiar yet striking and interesting 
images or figures. 

The operation of the different principles on the human 
character is shown impressively in the narrative form 
adopted ; and thus Jesus was pleased to open men's ears 
and seal their instruction. Every important principle is 
illustrated, sin exposed, mourners comforted, careless ones 
reproved, doubting ones guided. Every one had his por- 
tion in due season, and no destitute one sent empty away. 
They only returned unsatisfied who were so wise and good 
in their own esteem that they judged they needed nothing 
from the Teacher sent from God ; and alas ! they were not 
few, but many, who thus counted themselves unworthy of 
eternal life, and, refusing the light, sealed themselves 
under condemnation, because they believed not on the 
only-begotten Son of God. John iii. i8, 19. 

Jesus, indeed, looked upon all human life and nature, 
and employed them for the illustration of the higher 
truths of His kingdom. Hunger and thirst illustrate the 
insatiable desire after satisfaction which He only can give. 
He is the bread of hfe, and the living water to supply 
every want of the inner man, the immortal spirit. Earthly 
poverty is an image of heavenly poverty or emptiness of 
merit or of good spiritually — earthly treasure of heavenly 
treasure; a good tree bearing good fruit, of a renewed 
man producing good words and works ; natural birth, of 
a birth from above ; the voice of the bridegroom and of 
the bride, of the joy of the union of Jesus with each 
repentant sinner. 

Jesus seems to have chosen this form of teaching from 
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its suitableness to the various characters of His hearers, 
the degrees of their mental and moral culture, the attrac- 
tive nature of the parable leading all to reflect on His 
words and on His mission ; and all classes felt that never 
man spake like this man. 

The Man behold ! 

Speaking as God ! living as God ! with power 

Constraining wildest passions, till the hour 

Of doom. He brought forth the clear thought and will 

Which ever marked His ways, and mark them still. 

As God and man — He well adorned bdth, 

And hence their influence on nations loth 

To conquer self and sin. He showed the way 

To think, to feel, to act ; for night gave day ; 

For error truth ; for hatred God-like love ; 

And drew men's steps from earth to heaven above. 

How true His every act, His every word ; 

True to the man, true to the mighty Lord. 

Living and loving were to Him the same. 

Thus was His life most holy, free from blame 

And spotless, undefiled. Alone He stands, 

Glory of Israel, and all other lands. 

His words were winning ; in His looks was love, 

And all His acts His genuine nature prove. 

The parable also was the casket of His pearls, and in it 
truths of singular worth for teaching men and leading 
them to search and judge themselves were declared in 
the most delicate manner, so that seeing they might or 
might not see, and hearing they might or might not under- 
stand. Hence multitudes condemned by His teaching 
wondered at the gracious words that proceeded from His 
lips. 

Perhaps few things are more attractive or impressive 
than good parables ; narratives of the history, of the 
behaviour, and fate of our fellow men ; or of their doings, 
their failures, their successes, their end, and the result of 
their conduct in the world beyond the grave, embodying 
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principles on which we too shall be judged, awakening 
therefore a personal attention and interest. 

And if we consider that instruction, admonition, threat- 
ening, warning, encouragement, and judgment is in them, 
and each parable teaching its own truth in connection 
with the kingdom of heaven, of Jesus, of God, we see that 
parables are admirably fitted for impressing the truths 
taught upon our memory and our heart. Matt. xiii. 24 ; 
xvi. 28 ; Mark iv. 26 ; John xviii. 36. 

Parables are generally allegorical, that is, they look out 
for a likeness that will correspond in a variety of circum- 
stances and form an independent whole. " Some of the 
Scripture parables are the finest examples of allegory to 
be found. The prodigal son is an unrivalled allegory. 
Without any knowledge of the figurative application, the 
story is a piece of composition that excites all the most 
tender sensibilities of our nature. What a striking picture 
of human life ! What a striking representation of some- 
thing infinitely more interesting ! " 

Each act, each word, and every look 

Described within the sacred Book 

In Jesu's life, and death, and blood. 

Declares the character of God : — 

His mind, designs, emotions, heart 

To man, that he may have a part 

In guilt removed, in sin forgiven. 

In peace, and joy, and hope of heaven ; 

In wisdom, truth, and holiness 

Complete in Christ his righteousness. 

Receiving grace succeeding grace 

To stand before the Saviour's face. 
Illustrating the reign of God in the children of the 
faith, in its nature, laws, and results, through the imagina- 
tion, parables delight and instruct at the same moment — 
and if any man will do God's will, he shall know of the 
teaching, whether it be from God. 
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Communion with God is the best way of understanding 
the parables, and, indeed, all the teaching of Jesus ; and 
where souls seek and find salvation through Jesus, there 
is the kingdom of heaven. Luke xvii. 20, 21. 

In expounding the parable we must seize the image 
used to convey the spiritual truth. When Jesus says to 
His disciples. Ye are the light of the world, we must 
regard the beneficent action of light ; His disciples are to 
be like it morally and spiritually in their day. 

Figures suppose resemblance, but to suppose such terms 
as midnight, thief, oil, etc., to apply literally, is to confound 
the principal object with the similitude, and make that 
apply literally which is meant to apply only figuratively. 
This is still more evident from the consideration that 
while it is midnight in one place it is noon at another. 

Jesus Himself, in His explanation of the parable of the 
Sower, has given us an example of the sound interpretation 
of all parables ; and due regard to the gracious and all- wise 
Teacher will lead to the most careful application of the 
incidents of the parable in connection with the circum- 
stances which precede or follow it. 

The principal idea is generally the most obvious, and 
will never fail to commend itself to the judgment and the 
heart of the prayerful student. 

In arranging the parables, there is, perhaps, more room 
for diflference of opinion than on their meaning ; but when 
we bear in mind that they all explain some characteristic 
of the kingdom of Jesus, there cannot be much room for 
difference of judgment as to their nature and object. 
Certainly he who has the clearest, simplest, scriptural 
views of the kingdom of Jesus, will find the fewest difficul- 
ties, and the greatest number of bright and beautifully 
illustrative principles of that kingdom which is not of 
this world. 
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Parables representing the heavenly kingdom must shew 
its truths, principles, powers ; and the most simple division 
seems to us to be that of the nature, laws, and results of 
the kingdom of God. 

I. The parables illustrating the nature of the kingdom 
of heaven. — (i) Knowledge. (2) Sincerity. (3) Genuine- 
ness. (4) Goodness. (5) Prudence. (6) Wisdom. (7) Mercy. 
(8) Strength. (9) Consistency. (10) Diffusiveness. (11) Satis- 
faction. (15) Patience. (31) Love. (36) Sacrificial Shep- 
herding. (38) Sovereignty, (41) Joyful recovery of the 
helpless. (42) Joyful recovery of the lost. (43) Jo3^ul 
recovery of the dead. (59) (Jesus the source of life and 
fruitfulness. 

II. Parables illustrating the laws of the kingdom of 
Jesus. — (12) Singleness of purpose. (16) Sowing and reap- 
ing. (17) Obedience. (18) Gifts for use. (19) Reciprocal 
life. (20) Constant growth. (21) Prosperity. (22) All- 
renewing power. (25) Discrimination. (27) Fitness. 
(28) Comeliness. (29) Preservableness. (30) Maturity. 
(31) Purity. (34) Neighbourliness. (35) Perseverance. 
(37) Humility. (39) Consideration. (40) Acquaintance 
with work and helps. (44) Right use of gifts. (46) Rela- 
tive duties. (47) Importunate prayer. (51) Life not lip 
service. (53) Willinghood. (54) Observation. (55) Watch- 
fulness. (56) Readiness. (57) Fidelity. (58) Christian 
works. (60) Supplies for the kingdom. 

III. Parables illustrating the results of the kingdom 
of God. — (13) Manifested loss. (14) Manifested gain. 
(23) Internal glory. (24) Surpassing worth. (26) Endless 
resources. (33) Retribution. (45) Present desires and 
future state. (48) God*s justification. (49) God's justice. 
(50) Different degrees of improvement of the same oppor- 
tunities. (52) The foundation, design, and results of the 
kingdom. 

b 
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" It was the laws of this kingdom that Jesus laid down 
for all men to obey ; it was the parables of this kingdom 
that He delivered, all beginning with a phrase which 
expressly defines them as illustrations of the kingdom of 
heaven : the kingdom of heaven is like a sower ; like unto 
a grain of mustard seed ; like unto treasure hid in a field ; 
like leaven, etc. ; thus shewing that all visible things, 
are the shadows and signs of invisible things, having the 
same divine Author, and the same divine purpose. It 
was the miracles of this kingdom that He wrought, as 
powers exercised in acts of dominion over nature, and of 
deliverance and blessing to the bodies and spirits of men. 
It was to preach the gospel of this kingdom that He sent 
out His disciples, endowing them with the mighty powers 
thereof; charging them to tell no one that He was the 
Christ, and Himself withdrawing from the multitude when 
the proofs of His Messiahship were irresistible and He 
was about by force to be taken and made a king. His 
purpose in all that He did and said at first was to kindle 
a belief in that kingdom of God which was not meat and 
drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit ; and thus, hiding Himself behind the veil of His 
kingdom. He gradually, by words such as man never 
spake, and deeds such as man never wrought, drew the 
eyes that looked for the kingdom to His own person." 

In view of these facts who will not urge the prayer. 

Supreme Authority for Truth and Life, . 

Anoint my eyes to see, direct my way, 

Vicarious Sacrifice, with blessings rife, 

In Thee alone I see the Star of Day ; 

O Son beloved, pleasing in God's sight, 

Unite my heart to reverence Thy Right, 

Receive Thee in Thy Word, Lord, Life and Light. 

In the Incarnation of the Son of God we have the con- 
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necting link between the seen and the unseen ; the ladder 
set upon the earth whose top reaches to heaven ; and in 
the words of Incarnate Love we have the unfolding' of His 
kingdom in its power, brightness and glory. 

Yes, " there are glories in the Bible on which the eye of 
man has not gazed sufficiently long to admire them ; there 
are difficulties, the depth and inwardness of which require 
a measure of the same qualities in the interpreter himself. 
There are notes struck in places which, like some dis- 
coveries in science, have sounded before their time, and 
only after many days have been caught up and found a 
response on the earth. There are germs of truth which, 
after thousands of years have never yet taken root in the 
world." 

*' We should read and pause 
At every line, until we have pressed out 
The heavenly juices ; waiting till the drops 
Seem to cease running ; not that all have come, 
But that we are unskilful, and but press 
^ A stalk or two, with our weak, trembling hands." 

Reader, I commend you to God, and to the word of His 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified. 



THE TEACHER'S PARABLES. 



I. Blind leading Blind. 

And Pie spake a parable unto them ; Can a blind man lead a 
blind man ? will they not both fall into the ditch ? The disciple is 
not above his teacher ; but every one perfectly instructed will be as 
his teacher. Luke vi. 39. 40. 

EXPOSITION. 

A blind teacher makes blind pupils. Ignorant teachers 
can only lead into error. The ignorant cannot advance 
beyond their teacher. The learner is not above his teacher. 
The whole-hearted shall know the teacher's teaching, and 
through it shall become like him. These things are written 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have life in His name. The fol- 
lowing Scriptures denote the same truth : — They shall be 
all taught of God : This is life eternal, to know Thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent. 
Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
We speak that we know. The entrance of Thy words 
giveth light. 

" Every ray of spiritual light contains three ingre- 
dients: knowledge, emotion, impression, corresponding 
to the light, heat, and chemical power of the sunbeam." 

"The Bible contains the spiritual truths which are 
necessary to make us wise unto salvation, and the objects 
and scenes in nature are the pictures by which these 
truths are illustrated." 

B 
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The Spirit breathes upon the Word, 
And brings the truth to sight, 

Precepts and promises afford 
A sanctifying light. 

A glory gilds the sacred page, 

Majestic like the sun ; 
It gives a light to every age, 

It gives, but borrows none. 

The hand that gave it still supplies 

Its gracious light and heat ; 
Its truths upon the nations rise — 

They rise, but never set. 

Let everlasting thanks be Thine, 

For such a bright display 
As makes a world of darkness shine 

With beams of heavenly day. 

My soul rejoices to pursue 

The steps of Him I love, 
Till glory breaks upon my view 

For brighter worlds above. 

Knowledge is essential to enter the kingdom. 



II. Mote and Beam. 

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 
considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye ? Or, how wilt thou 
say to thy brother. Let me cast out the mote from thine eye; and 
behold the beam is in thine own eye. Thou h3^ocrite, first cast out the 
beam from thine own eye ; and then wilt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote from thy brother's eye. Matt. vii. 3-5 ; Luke vi. 41, 42. 

EXPOSITION. 

An entirely single eye— ch. vi. 22, 23 — has no mote, no 
beam in it. An evil, ill-regulated mind beholds and judges 
harshly the faults of a brother, but does not see what should 
first have been seen — ^the evil in itself, and cast it out. A 
keen eye to the faults of others often overlooks personal 
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faults. Here is the false, hypocritical, insincere principle 
WITHIN. The h)^ocritical/r<Kr^iV^, is to say to thy brother, 
Let me cast out the mote out of thine eye. How can a 
man with a beam see clearly to do it? Mend yourself; 
then mend others. 

Hasty, uncharitable conduct, hypocritical conversation 
and behaviour keep out of the kingdom : only the sincere can 
enter. Look with a single eye into thy brother's eye. A 
brotherly spirit is all-healing. Adam lost his singleness of 
eye and clearness of spiritual vision. Losing his sim* 
plicity of aim and unity of object, he lost his purity and 
transparency of character. 

God is a Spirit just and wise, 

He sees our inmost mind : 
In vain to heaven we raise our cries. 

And leave our souls behind. 

Nothing but truth before His throne, 

With honour can appear ; 
The painted hypocrites are known 

Through the disguise they wear. 

Their lifted eyes salute the skies. 

Their bending knees the ground ; 
But God abhors the sacrifice 

Where not the heart is found. 

Lord, search my thoughts and try my ways. 

And make my soul sincere : 
Then shall I stand before Thy face. 

And find acceptance there. 

Sincerity essential to entrance into the kingdom. 



III. Good and Corrupt Tree. 

Even, so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but the corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that 
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bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Matt. vii. 19-20 ; Luke 
vi. 43. 44- 

EXPOSITION. 

Signs are here given to distinguish between appearance 
and reality — fruits distinguish us here and for ever: fruits 
make manifest whether we are in the kingdom or out of 
it. The life shews the man. Good persons do good. 
Evil persons do evil. Genuineness, or reality to our 
^ innermost life, is sure to come out in our outer life. Pro- 
fession will not long, nor to the thoughtful and observing 
ever, deceive. Life must come out. The genuine must be 
made manifest. The verification of discipleship before 
men will be evident in the present life as well as at the 
judgment. And none but the genuinely good can enter 
into the kingdom of God. Blessed are the pure in heart,, 
for they shall see God. Matt. v. 8; Ps. xxiy. 3, 4. And 
there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth 
or worketh abomination or falsehood. Rev. xxi. 27. Some 
men^ sins are openly manifest going before them to judg- 
ment ; and some they follow after. In like manner also 
the good works of some are openly manifest, and those 
which are otherwise cannot he hidden. 1 Tim. v. 24, 25. 

The Lord proclaims His grace abroad : 
'* Behold, I change your hearts of stone ; 

Each shall renounce his idol-god, 
And serve, henceforth, the Lord alone. 

My grace, a flowing stream; proceeds 

To wash your filthiness away ; 
Ye shall abhor your former deeds, 

And learn my statutes to obey. 

My truth the great design ensures, 

I give myself away to you ; 
You shall be mine, I will be yours. 

Your God unalterably true. 
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Yet not unsought or unimplored 

The plenteous grace shall I confer ; (Ezek. 36, 37) 
No— your whole heart shall seek the Lord ; 

I'll put a praying spirit there. 

From the first breath of life divine. 

Down to the last expiring hour. 
The gracious work shall all be mine. 

Begun and ended in my power." 

Genuineness is the nature of the reign of God in the souls of men. 



IV. Good and Evil Man. 

The good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
that which 'is good ; and the evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth that which is evil : for out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. Luke vi. 45. 

EXPOSITION. 

The reign of God moves and manifests the affections ; 
changes the disposition ; checks and destroys evil ; plants 
and develops good. Goodness characterises the disciples 
and subjects of Jesus. The kingdom of God consists not 
in meat and drink, but in all goodness. Rom. xiv. 17. 
The fruit of the Spirit is goodness. Gal. v. 22. The fruit 
of the light is in all goodness. Eph. v. 9. Wrong-doers 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. i Cor. vi. 19. Hence 
the good man shows the riches of God's goodness, that 
the goodness of God is leading to repentance; Rom. ii. 4; 
that the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good. Rom. vii. 12. Thus Jesus went about 
doing good; was known as a good man; called Good 
Master; enquired of respecting goodness. He declared 
God only to be inherently and absolutely good, and 
enjoins the doing good unto all men. 
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Should we not, then, approach our God 
With songs of sacred praise; 

For He is good — immensely good, 
And kind are all His ways. 

He gave His Son, His only Son, 

To ransom rebel worms ; 
'Tis here He makes His goodness known 

In its diviner forms " 

Goodness is the nature of the kingdom. 



V. The Builders. 

Every one coming after Me, and hearing My words and doing them, 
I will suggest to you whom he is like. He is like a prudent man,, 
building a house, who dug and deepened and laid a foundation on the 
rock — ^who built his house on the rock ; and a flood happening, the 
rain descended and the streams came, and the winds blew, and the 
stream burst and rushed against that house, and was not able to shake 
it because of its being well built, and it did not fall, for it had been 
founded upon the rock. 

But he who heard and did not, is like unto a man who built a house 
on the ground, without a foundation ; against which burst the stream 
and straightway it fell in ; and it came to pass that the crash of that 
bouse was great* 

And every one hearing these My words and not doing them shall be 
likened to a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand ; and the 
rain descended, and the streams came, and the winds blew and dashed 
against that house, and it fell ; and the fall thereof was great. 

Matt. vii. 24-27 ; Luke vi. 47-49 ; combined account. 

EXPOSITION. 

This parable shews strikingly the diflference between 
hearers only and doers of the Word of God. The apostle 
James, i. 21-25, gives the same thought in a different 
figure. Wherefore putting away all filthiness and excess 
of wickedness receive with meekness the engrafted word, 
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which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves* 
For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass ; 
for he beholdeth himself and goeth his way, and straight- 
way forgetteth what manner of man he was. But he that 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man will be blessed in his doing. 

How lively must the figure of Jesus Christ have been to 
a people familiar with fierce Eastern tempests, suddenly 
and completely sweeping every unsteadfast thing before 
it. Empty profession and mere external service will meet 
with terrible and entire ruin. The right use of the word 
teaches us to secure a deep, a lasting foundation and 
house. Let every man take heed how he buildeth. Paul 
says, I Cor. iii. 10-15, According to the favour of God 
which was given to me, as a wise master-builder, I laid 
the foundation, whereas another is building thereon. But 
let each one be taking heed how he builds thereon : for 
other foundation no one is able to lay than that which 
hath been laid, which is Jesus Christ. But if any one is 
building upon the foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble, each one's work will be made mani- 
fest, for the day will set it forth, because in fire it is to be 
revealed ; and each one's work, of what sort it is, the fire 
itself will test. If any one's work abides which he built 
thereon, a reward he shall receive : if any one's work shall 
be burned up, he shall suffer loss ; he, however, shall be 
saved, but in this way, as through fire. Peter writes, 
I Pet. ii. 5, Unto whom coming, as unto a living stone, 
by men, indeed, having been rejected, but with God 
chosen — had in honour ; yourselves also, as living stones, 
are being built up a spiritual house, for a holy priesthood, 
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to oflfer up spiritual sacrifices, well approved unto God 
through Jesus Christ. Inasmuch as it is contained in 
Scripture, Behold I lay in Zion an outmost comer-stone, 
chosen, had in honour ; and he that believeth on him in 
nowise may be put to shame. Isa. xxviii. i6. In Psalm 
cxviii. 22, we read : The stone which the builders refused 
is become the head of the comer. This is Jehovah's 
doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day which 
Jehovah hath made ; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Behold the sure foundation-stone 

Which God in Zion lays. 
To build our heavenly hopes upon, 

And His eternal praise. 

Chosen of God, to sinners dear, 

And saints adore the Name ; 
They trust their whole salvation here. 

Nor shall they suffer shame. 

The foolish builders. Scribe and priest. 

Reject it with disdain ; 
Yet on this Rock the Church shall rest. 

And envy rage in vain. 

What though the gates of hell withstood, 

Yet must this building rise ; 
Tis Thy own work. Almighty God, 

And wondrous in our eyes. 

Prudence is the nature of the kingdom of which Jesus is the 

foundation. 
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VI. Children in Market Place. 

To what, then, shall I liken the men of this generation ? and to 
-what are they like ? They are like to children — those in a market- 
place sitting, and calling unto one another, saying. We played the 
flute for you, and ye did not dance ; we sang a lament, and ye did not 
beat the breast and weep. For John the Baptist has come — neither 
eating bread nor drinking wine : and ye are saying, He hath a demon. 
The Son of Man has come, eating and drinking ; and ye are saying. 
Behold a man gluttonous and a wine drinker, a friend of tax-collectors 
and sinners. And yet Wisdom was justified by her works by all her 
children. Matt, xi. 16-19 • Luke vii. 31-35. 

EXPOSITION. 

" As cross, capricious children, invited by their play- 
mates to join in their amusements, will play with them 
neither at funerals nor weddings (juvenile imitations of 
the mournful and the joyous scenes of life), so that genera- 
tion rejected both John and his Master, the one because 
he was too unsocial, — more like a demoniac, they said, 
than a rational ; — the other, because He was too much 
the reverse for them, — social and consorting with the 
lowest classes of society." 

But the wisdom of God, which has done all that was 
suitable to draw her children to herself, by using diverse 
methods, yet of kindred spirit, in the ministry of John and 
Jesus, is in this manner free from the unjust complaints of 
the Jewish people, called the children of the kingdom, 
Matt. viii. 12, and the children of the prophets and of the 
covenant. Acts iii. 25. 

However men may object to any features of God*s 
character or government, it will be found that only 
caprice objects, and not true wisdom. Doth not wisdom 
cry and understanding put forth her voice ? Wisdom hath 
built her house ; she hath hewn out her seven pillars. Prov. 
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viii. 9. Jesus is the wisdom and the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth. The Eternal Wisdom 
is justified in every work by all the children of wisdom, 
and every mouth will confess to Him at the last day, 

Ere God had built the mountains. 

Or raised the fruitful hills ; 
Before he filled the fountains 

That feed the running rills ; 
In me from everlasting. 

The wonderful I AM, 
Found pleasures never wasting, 

And Wisdom is my Name. 

When, like a tent to dwell in. 

He spread the skies abroad. 
And swathed about the swelling 

Of ocean's mighty flood. 
He wrought by weight and measure ; 

And I was with Him then : 
Myself the Father's pleasure, 

And mine, the sons of men. 

Thus Wisdom's words discover 

Thy glory and Thy grace. 
Thou everlasting lover 

Of our unworthy race ! 
Thy gracious eye surveyed us 

Ere stars were seen above ; 
In wisdom Thou hast made us, 

And died for us in love. 

And could'st Thou be delighted 

With creatures such as we, 
Who, when we saw Thee, slighted 

And nailed Thee to a tree ? 
Unfathomable wonder ! 

And mystery divine ! 
The voice that speaks in thunder 

Says, *• Sinner I am thine." 

Wisdom is the nature of the kingdom. 
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VII. The Two Debtors. 

Two debtors there were to a certain creditor; the one was owing 
five hundred denaries. and the other fifty. They not having where- 
with to pay, he forgave both. Which of them, therefore, more will love 
him ? Luke vii. 41, 42. 

EXPOSITION, 

The Creditor manifested mercy in the forgiveness of 
the Jive hundred and of the fifty denaries. The amounts 
were different, but both were in the same condition, 
U9uible to pay. Distinct sins, peculiar to each ; some sins 
common to all ; but every man bears his own sins, and 
reaps the fruits of them. Fifty, or one, will condemn the 
sinner ; for he who offends in one point is guilty of break- 
ing the law as well as he who offends in five or five 
hundred. The difference is in degree, and each will 
receive according to his works. 

Love begets love. The degree of love will always be 
determined by the feeling of the greatness and freeness 
of the mercy. He loves much who is sensible of being 
forgiven much. Pardon of sin is first, and then love in 
proportion to the sense of pardon. It is not love in the 
sinner meriting pardon, but pardon producing love in the 
forgiven. We love Jesus because He first loved us. 

The touching case suggesting this parable shews this. 
A woman who was in the city — a sinner — having found 
that Jesus is reclining in the house of the Pharisee, 
Simon, providing an alabaster jar of perfume, and stand- 
ing near His feet weeping, with the tears began to be 
moistening His feet, and with the hair of her head was 
wiping off the tears ; and was tenderly kissing His feet, 
and anointing them with the perfume. Simon thought : 
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This One, had He been a prophet, would have been 
taking note who and of what sort is the woman that 
is clinging to Him, that she is a sinner ! And answering, 
Jesus said unto him : Simon, I have to thee something to 
say. And he says : Teacher, say. Two debtors there 
were to a certain creditor; the one was owing five 
hundred denaries ; and the other fifty. They not having 
wherewith to pay, he forgave both. Which of them, 
therefore, more will love him ? Answering, Simon said : 
I suppose that he to whom the more he forgave. And 
He said to him : Rightly didst thou judge. And, turning 
towards the woman, — ^to Simon He said : Art thou 
beholding this woman ? I entered into thy house ; water 
to me on my feet thou didst not give ; but she with her 
tears moistened my feet ; and with her hair wiped off the 
tears. A kiss to me thou didst not give ; but she, from 
the time I came in, did not cease tenderly kissing my 
feet. With oil my head thou didst not anoint ; but she 
with perfume anointed my feet. For which cause, I say 
to thee, forgiven have been her sins, the many, because 
she loved much ; but he to whom little is forgiven, little 
loves. And He said to her, Forgiven have been thy sins. 
And those reclining together began to be saying within 
themselves: Who is this that even sins is forgiving? 
And He said unto the woman. Thy faith hath saved thee. 
Go in peace. Inimitable Teacher, revealing Thyself in 
Thy mercy, and disclosing Simon's and the woman's 
state at the same time: Thou needest not that any 
should testify of man, for Thou knowest what is in man. 
Thou who speakest from the heart speakest to the heart. 
Thou who lovest, — Thou who art love, hungerest for love, 
and seest the travail of Thy soul in those who love, for 
they are bom of God. Here Thou dost reveal Thyself 
as forgiving sin, connecting Thy mercy with the woman's 
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faith, and forgiving her much. Thou dost receive her 
love, and graciously testify, she loved much. Tune Thou 
my heart also to love Thee much. 

Forgiveness I 'tis a joyful sound, 
To rebel sinners doomed to die ; 
Publish the bliss the world around ; 
Ye seraphs shout it from the sky. 

Tis the rich gift of love divine, 
'Tis full outmeasuring every crime ; 
Unclouded shall its glories shine, 
And feel no change by changing time. 

Mercy is the nature of the kingdom. 



VIII. A Kingdom Disunited. 

How is Satan able to be casting Satan out ? Every kingdom against 
itself divided, is being laid waste; and a house against a house is 
falling ; and no city or house divided against itself will stand. And if 
even Satan against himself was divided, how shall his kingdom 
stand ? because ye are sajdng that in Beelzebub am I casting out the 
demons. But if I in Beelzebub am casting out the demons, in whom 
are your sons casting them out ? On this account they shall be judges 
of you. But if with God's finger, in God's Spirit, I am casting out the 
demons, then doubtless unawares did the kingdom of God come upon 
you. When the mighty one armed may be guarding his own dwelling, 
in peace are his goods ; but when a mightier than he may come upon 
him, and overcome him, all his armour in which he had confidence 
takes he away, and his spoils he distributes. But no one is able, into 
the house of the mighty one entering, to carry off his implements, 
except first the mighty one he bind, and then his . house he will 
plunder. Matt. xii. 25-29 ; Mark iii. 23-27 ; Luke xi. 17-22. 

EXPOSITION. 

• 

Enquiry and parable to awaken thought. Each are 
presented with their results. If Satan arose against 
himself, he is not able to stand, but has an end. The 



14 The Teacher's Parables, 

casting out demons implies a putting forth of power — ^if 
by Satan, it is self-destroying. Jesus dwells on the charge 
that the absurdity of it may be seen ; hence the illustra- 
tions are repeated to carry home conviction. Reasoning 
from their own statements and admissions, Jesus proves 
the wickedness of their charge. 

Luke records the striking words, "God*s finger" the 
terms of the magicians respecting miracles wrought 
through Moses. Matthew records the words in God*s 
Spirit, equally striking and instructive, the one referring 
to the power, the other to the Agent manifesting it. 
Worthy also of notice is the declaration, Then the king- 
dom of God is come upon you, — ^that is, power from 
above, God's reign among the children of men— casting 
out demons and binding Satan. The further image of a 
strong man places in contrast Satan's power, and the 
power of Jesus, and detains their attention on Christ's 
proofs of His being able to destroy the works of the 
Devil, and to take his spoils. Every thought expressed 
by Jesus goes to show the unity of design, and power to 
effect characteristic of the kingdom of God. Neither 
chief priests nor scribes, elders nor people can success- 
fully oppose the spread of the truth, nor prevail against 
the power of the kingdom of Jesus. Why do the kings 
of the earth put themselves in array, and the rulers sit 
together consulting against Jehovah and against His 
Anointed ? Herod and Pilate, with the elders and chief 
priests and the people combined against Jesus. God has 
anointed His King upon Zion His holy mountain, Ps. ii., 
and he will reign from sea to sea and from the rivers unto 
the ends of the earth. 

The power of God is here spoken of as His finger. The 
Holy Spirit and Jesus co-operate to deliver Satan's 
captives, and their union is their strength, against which 
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the gates of hell will not prevail. The kingdom of God, 
indeed, had come suddenly upon them. God wrought 
so manifestly that Satan yields. The Conqueror binds 
and despoils him ; and thus Satan, the head of his king- 
dom, is bound by Jesus, the Head of His kingdom. O 
my Strength ! unto Thee will I hymn, for God is my 
tower of refuge — sl God of lovingkindness to me ; Psalm 
lix. 17. 

Come hither, all ye weary souls, 

Ye heavy laden sinners come ; 
I'll give you rest from all your toils. 

And raise you to my heavenly home. 

They shall find rest that learn of me ; 

I'm of a meek and lowly mind ; 
But passion rages like a sea. 

And pride is restless as the wind. 

Blessed is the man whose shoulders take 

My yoke and bear it with delight ; 
My yoke is easy to his neck, 

My grace shall make the burden light. 

Jesus, we come at Thy command. 
With faith and hope and humble zeal. 

Resign our spirits to Thy hand. 
To mould and guide us at Thy will. 

Strength is a characteristic of the kingdom. 



•IX. Tree and Fruit. 

Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree 
-worthless and its fruit worthless, for from the fruit the tree is known 
Matt. xii. 33. 

EXPOSITION. 

As is the quality of the tree, such is the quality of the 
fruit. The innermost storehouse of life in the heart of 
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man holds the influences which determine the personal 
state and character which come out in the conduct. 

The kingdom makes itself manifest by its powers. 
Heavenly in its nature, it is so in its laws and results. 
Paul may exhibit the stren^h of faith ; Peter the power 
of zeal ; John the force of love. Each believer has what 
the others have, but gifts are differently blended in 
degree and power and development, Jehovah changes not. 
He is of One mind, and not a man that He should lie, or 
the son of man, that He should repent. His purposes 
and His calling are without change of mind. His way is 
perfect, and His counsel, it shall stand. A God of 
holiness and without iniquity, just and right is He. 
They that love him hate evil. His will is our holiness. 
Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose Name is holy ; I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. Be ye holy for I 
am holy ; also Ps. Ixxxix. 

O teach us more of Thy blest ways, 

Thou holy Lamb of God ! 
And fix and root us in Thy grace, 

As those redeemed by blood. 

O tell us often of Thy love. 

Of all Thy grief and pain ; 
And let our hearts with joy confess 

From thence comes all our gain. 

For this O may we freely count 

Whate'er we have but loss ; 
The dearest objects of our love, 

Compared with Thee but dross. 

Consistency is a characteristic of the kingdom. 
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X. The Good Man doing Good. 

The good man out of the good treasure puts forth good things, and 
the evil man out of the evil treasure /tito forth evil things. But I say 
to you that every useless expression which men will utter, they shall 
render concerning it an account in a day of judgment. For by thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words shalt thou be con- 
demned. 

EXPOSITION. 

The tendency of the good treasure is to overflow and 
water around itself ; the evil treasure also spreads itself. 
The subjects of the kingdom of heaven being good, they 
diffuse goodness all around. No one lives to himself. As 
the Father sent Me into the world, even so send I you 
into the world. Ye are the salt of the earth ; ye are the 
light of the world. John was a burning and shining light 
for a season. Jesus is the eternal Light. God who 
commanded the Ught to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined into our hearts to give us the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God as it shines in the face of Jesus. 
So important is the putting forth of words, that every 
useless expression will come into judgment; every look 
will be judged : he that looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart ; 
every thought will be judged, for as a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is he — and every one shall give account of him- 
self to God. Our words as showing what we are, that 
is, the general tenour of our language will show whether 
we are justified or condemned. Prov. xii. 5, 6. Our 
feelings and our actions all lie open to God, and diffuse 
themselves among men. Life of every kind shows itself 

by putting forth influences for good or evil, and all will 

c 
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come up in remembrance before God. Sins of the hand : 
If the right hand offend thee, cut it off (Matt. v. 30) ; of 
the eye (Matt, xviii. 9) ; pf the ear (Matt. xi. 15) ; of the 
foot (Matt, xviii. 8) of the mouth (Rom. iii. 19) ; of the 
tongue (J as. i. 26) ; of every member of the body (Gal. yi. 7) 
will have to be accounted for to God, Rom. xiv. 2. ; i Cor. 
X. 31 : Col. iii. 17, 23. These passages shew that the 
word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit and of the joints and marrow, and passing 
judgment on the thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb. 
iv. 12. We are therefore to be like a tree planted by the 
water-courses, that jdeldeth its fruit in its season, and 
whose leaf shall not wither ; and all that he doeth shall 
prosper (Ps. i.) For hone of us liveth to himself, and no 
one dieth to himself. , 

Time passeth onward with retumless wing, 
And actions too, like time, may seem to pass, — 
To pass and be no more ; but 'tis not so, 
For influence never dies, and every act — 
Emotion, look, and word — makes influence tell 
For good or evij, happiness or woe. 
Through the long future of eternity. 

Diffusiveness is a characteristic of the kingdom. 



XI. The Impure Spirit. 

When the impure spirit may go out from the man, it passes through 
waterless places, seekixig rest. And not finding it, says, I will return 
into my house, whence 1 came out. And coming, it finds it lm- 
occupied, swept, and d^ecorated. Then it goes and takes along with 
itself seven different spirits, more evil than itself » and entering in, per- 
manently dweUs there ; and the last state of that man becomes worse 
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iian the first. So will it be also with this evil generation. Matt. xii. 
43-45 ; Luke xi. 24-26. 

EXPOSITION 

The unclean spirit, Satan, sometimes voluntarily goes 
out of a man, and leaving him, it is passing through water- 
less places. The impure spirit seeks rest and cannot find 
it, except in doing evil— entering into men to make them 
like to themselves through the indulgence of the lusts of 
the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, the pride of life, and the 
things which are not of the Father, but of the world. This 
voluntary going forth is not out of kindness to the man, 
but to make sport of him, like Samson, and bind him 
faster with stronger chains. Or if, as some think, the 
unclean spirit is driven out, it watches its opportunity to 
return,' after wandering, going about as a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour, saying, I will return into 
my house, the man whence I came out ; and he finds it 
unoccupied, swept, decorated. The house — the man, should 
have been occupied by Jesus. and his word. **Thy word," 
says David, " have I hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against thee. But the house being unoccupied, swept, 
and decorated, the unclean spirit re-enters it, and takes 
along with itself seven different spirits, more wicked than 
itself, not unclean, sensual, like itself, but more evil; 
decorated vices, swept-looking sins, gilded iniquities. 
Respectable sinners are worse, more offensively and 
hopelessly worse, in God*s sight, because more phari- 
saically evil than the open transgressors amongst men. 
Hence publicans and harlots go into the kingdom before 
the chief priests, scribes, elders, rulers, Pharisees and 
Sadducees. They are more readily convinced of sin, and 
willing to repent and believe in Jesus. These seven dif- 
ferent spirits may be covetous, decently moral, philan- 
thropic, philosophic, rational, fanatical, and ritualistic ; 
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these entering in, permanently dwell in the man, and his 
last state becomes worse than the first. 

There is a great want about every man who is not a 
Christian, no matter what his gifts or attainments may be. 
He is restless because he is not rooted in the love of Christ, 
He is dissatisfied because Christ is not the portion of his 
soul. He has no fixedness of principle ; he has no true 
individuality of character: he is the slave of circum- 
stances ; and, destitute of spiritual life, he cannot obtain 
the formative material which will develop the highest 
capabilities of his nature. But united to Christ, all the 
fulness of the Godhead is his to make him complete in 
Christ wanting nothing." Every man in a devil's power 
is its house ; it knows all the passages, rooms, and closets 
in it. The man sweeping it with the besom of the Pha- 
risee, and decorating it with self-righteousness, and leaving 
it unoccupied, gives free access to Satan, and to the seven 
different spirits to dwell in him instead of one, and the 
seven more evil than the one, the last state becomes worse 
than the first. Carnal Jews, lifeless Christians, covetous, 
worldly moral, philosophic rational, ritualistic Pharisees 
of every name will end thus. 

" Lord, Thou may'st see my fears are grounded — rise 

Not from a bare surmise. 
Of doubt or danger only : my desires 

Are but what need requires, 
Of thy Divine protection and defence 

To keep these vermin hence ; 
Which, if they should not be restrained by Thee, 
Would grow too strong to be kept out by me. 
Christ : — 

Thy fear is just, and I approve thy care. 

But yet thy comforts are 
Provided for, e'en in that care and fear ; 

Whereby it doth appear 
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Thou hast what thou desirest — ^my protection 

To keep thee from defection. 
The heart that cares and fears, is kept by Me ; 
I watch thee, whilst thy foes are watch'd by thee." 

Satisfaction or rest characteristic of the kingdom. 



XII. Lamp and Body. 

ITo one having lit a lamp, puts it into a covered place, neither under 
the measure ; but on the lampstand. that those who enter may see the 
light. The lamp of the body is thine eye ; when thine eye may be 
single, even the whole of thy body is lighted up ; but when it may be 
«vil, even thy body is darkened. Be looking to it therefore, lest the 
light which is in thee is darkness. If. therefore, thy whole body is 
lighted up. not having any part darkened, the whole shall be lighted 
up as when the lamp with its radiance may be giving thee light. Luke 
xi. 33-36. ^ 

EXPOSITION. 

The eleven parables preceding this have set before us 
the nature of the kingdom of God ; this teaches us one of 
its laws, singleness of purpose. A lamp is lighted to give 
light that all things may be manifest. The light of the 
body is the eye. A single, simple, wholesome eye admits 
light for the guidance of the whole body ; but a bad eye, 
a diseased eye shuts out the light and leaves the body in 
darkness. Double sight is deceptive and ensnaring; so a 
double-minded person is deceptive and deceived by him- 
self ; darkness dwells in him. Unless singleness of purpose 
characterise our thought, speech, and conduct, so that no 
part in us is dark with double- mindedness, then all shall 
be full of light. Truly simple souls are full of God's light 
and happy therein ; yea, they rejoice as when the lamp 
with its radiance gives light. 
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In Jesus this singleness of purpose was complete. Hence 
He was qualified as the Teacher of our race. Gleams of 
the indwelling brightness shone through the earthly veiU 
and we see in Him the Teacher our race requires. 

To educate the nations there must be 

Knowledge of Law and Power ; Thought that 's free. 

Truth well exammed and developed well, 

Fully applied — Eternal Truth — a spell 

On all that's written, and on all that's done. 

And said, and felt, and thought beneath the sun ; 

Adapted to the wants of every age, 

Alike appealing to the fool and sage, 

Unchanged itself, yet speaking in the mode 

Adapted to the times. Eternal Code ; 

Living and speaking as it did of old. 

When Jesus lived and spoke. The Man behold ! 

Speaking as God, living as God ; with power 

Constraining wildest passions, till the hour 

Of doom ! He brought forth the clear thpught and wilL 

Which ever marked His wa3rs. and mark them still : 

As God and Man, He well adorned both. 

And hence their influence on nations loth 

To conquer self and sin ; He showed the way 

To think, to feel, to act ; for night gave day ; 

For error, truth ! for hatred. Godlike love ; 

And drew men's steps from earth to heaven above. 

How true His every act I His every word, 

True to the Man — ^true to the Mighty Lord I 

Living and loving were to Him the same. 

Thus was His life most holy, free from blame. 

And faultless without sin. Alone He stands. 

Glory of Israel — and all other lands. 

" Philosophy baptised 
In the pure fountain of eternal love, 
Has eyes indeed." 

*' Thou art not found on downy beds of ease ; 
Alas I Thy music strikes on harder keys. 
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Nor art Thou found by that £alse feeble light 
Of Nature's candle. Our Egyptian night 
Is more than common darkness ; nor can we 
Expect a morning but what breaks from Thbe." 

Singleness of purpose a law of the kingdom. 



XIII. The Rich Senseless One. 

A certain rich man's estate bare well. And he was deliberating 
within himself, saying, What may I do ? because I have not where 
I may gather my fruits ? And he said, This will I do : I will pull 
down my bams and greater ones build, and gather there all my wheat 
and good things, and will say to my soul, Soul 1 thou hast many good 
things lying by for many years; be taking thy rest ; eat, drink, and be 
making merry I But God said to him, Senseless one t on this night are 
they asking thy soul from thee ; and what things thou dost prepare 
whose shall they be ? So is he who is laying up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich towards God. Luke xii. 16-2 1. 

EXPOSITION. 

He was deliberating within himself — What may I do ? 
He resolved, I will pull down my barns, &c. Eastern 
granaries were under the earth, for the greater safety of 
their contents. He would gather there all his wheat and 
good things, the fruits of the earth. He had no assurance 
of this, although he purposed to do it. His deliberations 
and actions centred in himself. Soul, thou hast many 
good things lying by for many years : be taking thy rest ; 
eat, drink, be making merry. A life of abundant earthly 
pleasure is not, however, the end of our being. Self- 
gratiiication is not the design of our existence. The man 
before us is called senseless, or fool, for so acting. Nothing 
else is laid to his charge than this fatal mistake, and his 
resuming on carrying it out. His short career, suddenly 
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brought to a close, shows the folly of building upon the 
future, and of throwing one's whole soul into what may at 
any time be gone. His soul or life being required of him, 
is put in contrast to his own treatment of it. God said, 
Senseless one ! on this night are they asking thy soul from 
thee. Who are they? Are they demons who are asking 
it, or the ministers of justice, the angels sent forth to 
execute the will of God ? Such is a picture of his folly 
and its awful results who lives to amass and enjoy riches 
which terminate on self, and neglects the real life not 
dependent upon abundance of good things, but upon cha- 
racter as resulting from God's truth. The forgetfulness of 
God, and of living to Him is real and eternal loss. A 
man's life does not depend upon his possessions. Real 
well-being is before riches — ^is indeed the only real riches, 
possessions none can take from us. 

The fleeting shortness of life, and the inability of riches 
to protract it, is strikingly exhibited, and so also the truth 
that every period of human life has its own lesson, and 
that you cannot learn that lesson in the next period. 
Recognise the duties which lie before you now. Use the 
opportunities which yet remain ; learn what you can do, 
and do with the energy of a man. It will ever be found 
that irreligion is the selfish spirit in us leading to selfish- 
ness. Ps. xlix. This is their way: folly is theirs; and 
their posterity approve their sayings. Yet their glory will 
not descend after them, and what they have done for 
themselves will perish. 

" Tbou art the source and centre of all minds, 
Their only point of rest, Eternal Word I 
From Thee departing, they are lost, and rove 
At random, without honour, hope, or peace : 
From Thee is all that soothes the life of man. 
His high endeavour and his glad success, 
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His strength to suffer, and his will to serve. 
But Oh ! thou bounteous Giver of all good, 
Thou art of all Thy gifts Thyself the Crown i 
Give what Thou canst, without Thee we are poor ; 
And with Thee rich, take what Thou wilt away." 

The nature of life exhibited in its loss, a law of the kingdom. 



XIV. Faithful and Prudent Steward. 

Be your loins girded about, and lamps burning ; and ye like unto 
men waiting for their own master once he may return out of the 
marriage feast, that when he comes and knocks straightway they may 
open to him. Happy those servants whom the master, when he comes, 
shall find watching 1 Verily I say to you, that he will gird himself 
about, and will make them recline and coming near, will minister to 
them. And if in the second, and if in the third watch, he may come 
and find thus, happy are those servants. But of this be taking note : 
that had the householder known in what hour the thief was coming, he 
would have watched, and not suffered his house to be dug through. Ye 
too be getting ready : because in what hour ye are not supposing, the Son 
of Man is coming. And Peter said, Master unto us art thou speaking 
this parable ; or even unto all ? And the Master said, who then is the 
faithful steward, the prudent one, whom the Master will appoint over 
his body of attendants, to be giving in due season, a measure of wheat ? 
Happy that servant whom his master, coming, shall find doing thus I 
Truly I say to you that over all his goods will he appoint him. But if 
that servant should say in his heart, my master is delaying to come ; 
and should begin to be striking the youths and the maidens, to be 
eating also, and drinking, and making himself drunk; the master 
of that servant will come in a day in which he is not expecting, and in 
an hour in which he is not taking note ; and will cut him asunder ; and 
his part with the faithless will appoint. And that servant who 
ascertained the will of his master, and neither prepared nor wrought 
with regard to his will, shall be beaten much ; but he who did not 
know, and did things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten little. And 
every one to whom was given much, much will be required from him, 
and he to whom was committed much, of more than common will they 
ask him. Luke xii. 35-48. 
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EXPOSITION. 

This parable and its explanation were specially ad- 
dressed to the disciples (verse 22). The world's gain is 
loss ; the disciple's loss is gain. The disciples sell and 
have ; give, yet possess ; empty themselves, yet enjoy ful- 
ness ; in the estimation of men, lose this life, but really gain 
it and the life to come. Such is the preface, so to speak,, 
to the parable of the faithful and prudent steward. Fidelity 
is the first requisite in a servant, and next prudence, that 
is, discretion and judgment in the exercise of his func- 
tions, providing and allotting to the servants their portion 
of work and food ; and a faithful and prudent servant will 
be advanced like Joseph to the highest post, or sustained 
in modest competence, or unjust want, as the Master sees 
best, yet will lose nothing by his fidelity and prudence, but 
enjoy true gain. We must endure as seeing Him who is 
invisible. But one who says, My master is delaying to 
come, and begins to be striking the youths and the maidens 
who refuse to join him in wasting his mister's property, 
in rioting and in drunkenness, will find his master return 
in an hour unlooked for, and cut him asunder, a summary 
punishment inflicted in the East. Heb. xi. 17. They were 
sawn asunder, I Sam. xv. 33 ; Dan. ii. 5 ; and appoint him 
his part with the faithless, evidently looking onward to the 
future punishment of the un^ithful stewards. 

God's Spirit in us leading us to good is what we need^ 
Christlike earnestness and energy ; a state of heart right 
with God is full of faithful, prudent labour, forming and 
completing the waiting, serving character of the good 
servant of Jesus Christ. God can be satisfied with that 
only which pertains to the conscience and the will> 
conforming to His laws and nature. It is the willing- 
hood of service that gives it its relish and value and true 
success. 
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" Ye servants of the Lord, each in his office wait, 
Observant of His heavenly word, and watchful at His gate. 
Let all your lamps be bright, and trim the golden flame ; 
Gird up your loins as in His sight, for holy is His name. 
Watch ; 'tis your Lord's command ; and while we speak He's near r 
Mark the first signal of His hand, and ready all appear. 

O happy servant he, in such a posture found ; 
He shall his Lord with rapture see, and be with honour crowned. 
Christ shall the banquet spread, with His own royal hand. 
And raise that favoured servant's head amidst the angelic band." 

True gain is the law of the service of the kingdom. 



XV. Fig-tree Three Years Fruitless. 

A certain man had a fig-tree, planted in his vineyard ; and he came 
seeking fruit in it, and did not find. And he said unto the vine-dresser, 
Behold t for three years am I coming, seeking fruit in this fig-tree, and 
am not finding ; cut it down : to what end is it making even the ground 
useless ? And he answering, says to him, Sir. leave it this year also, 
until I may dig about it. and throw in manure, and perchance, indeed, 
it may bear fruit for the future ; but otherwise certainly thou shalt cut 
it down. Luke xiii. 6-9. 

EXPOSITION. 

Note the patience of the master of the vineyard, for three 
years coming and seeking fruit, and not finding fruit, 
forbearing to cut it down, and using special means to 
produce fruit for another year. How solemn and sug- 
gestive the inquiry — to what end is it making even the 
ground useless ? Useless itself, it also renders useless the 
ground it occupies. Means are mercifully used to make 
the ground fruitful : if they succeed, well ; if not, destruc- 
tion follows. Forbearance has its place and its limits. 
Some think the three years refer to the ministry of John 
and Jesus to the Jews, and that the trial-year ended in 
fruitlessness, and hence the destruction of the city — the 
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vineyard, and the people — ^the fig-tree. It may be so; at 
any rate, more important is the principle as of universal 
application. Specific references are but the principle applied 
to cases as they arise. It was true of the Jews, it is true 
of us, and true of all. God gives a season for fruit-bearing, 
and it is followed by cutting down the tree in cases of 
unfruitfulness ; and further culture and well-being in cases 
that bear fruit. "What matter that the branches put 
forth clustering leaves and fair blossoms of mere social 
virtue," if year after year the master coming finds no fruit. 
** Surely no surface excellencies, no polished amiabilities 
or refinements will save it from condemnation.'* To bear 
fruit is the one great object for which Jesus chose and 
sent His disciples into the world — that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit. Fruitfulness is the evidence of healthful 
life ; and as fruit is borne at the sacrifice of the branch, 
fruit-bearing is the most striking and beautiful natural 
illustration of the law of self-sacrifice. The Master has 
no pleasure in the death of the fruitless one, but such a 
death may be forced upon him as a matter of stem and 
solemn necessity. For many years he has digged about 
and dressed the barren fig-tree; for many years he has 
come seeking fruit and finding none, hungering for some 
answering token of love, some return of life for his sore 
travail of soul, and yet disappointed. Beware lest the 
parable of the barren fig-tree, uttered in warning, become 
at last the miracle of the blasted fig-tree, executed in 
judgment, and the season of grace past, the vengeance 
that is everlasting be your portion. 

"The Church a garden is, in which believers stand. 
Like good and useful trees, planted by God's own hand; 
His Spirit waters all their roots, 
And every branch abounds with fruits. 
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If under means of grace no gracious fruits appear. 
It is a dreadful case ; though God may long forbear, 
At length he'll strike the threatened blow.j 
And lay the barren fig-tree low. 
But if some fruit appears, and from the tender blade 
The full ripe com in ears, the sower's toil's repaid ; 
No harvest joy can equal theirs, 
To find such fruit repay their cares." 

The king's patience or forhearance^ its place and its limits as a 

law of the kingdom. 



XVI. The Sower, the Seed, and the Soils* 

Hearken t Behold t forth went the Sower to sow His seed. And it 
came to pass, in His sowing, (z) some indeed fell beside the pathway » 
and was trodden down, and the birds of the heaven came and devoured 
it. (2) And some other fell on the rocky places even where it had 
not much earth, and straightway it sprang forth by reason of it not 
having depth of earth, and when the sun arose, growing it was scorched 
and withered because of its not having moisture, and by reason of it 
not having root it was dried up and withered away. (3) And some 
others fell among the thorns and growing together the thorns came up 
and choked it. and fruit it did not yield. (4) And some other however 
fell into the good ground ; and growing brought forth fruit, and was 
yielding fruit that was mounting up and growing, and it was bearing 
unto thirty, and unto sixty, and unto a hundredfold. 

These things saying He was calling aloud : He who hath ears to be 
hearing, let him be hearing — But His disciples were questioning Him, — 
What might this parable be ? . . . . Now the parable is this : 
Hear ye then the parable of Him who sowed — ^The Sower sows the 
word — the seed is the word of God ; and those besides the pathway are 
they who heard ; afterwards comes the adversary and takes away the 
word from their heart, lest, believing they should be saved. Now these 
are they beside the pathway, where being sown is the word ; and when 
they may hear straightway comes Satan, and catches away the word 
which has been sown among them. Hear ye then the parable of Him 
who sowed : When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does 
not understand it, the Evil One comes and seizes that which has been 
sown in his heart, this is he beside the pathway sown. 



30 The Teacher's Parables. 

2. And those on the rocky places being so'wn, who, when they may- 
hear straightway with joy welcome the word ; and these have not root, 
who for a season believe ; and in a season of temptation, stand aloof ; 
afterwards tribulation or persecution arising, by reason of the word, 
straightway are they finding cause of offence. 

3. And that which fell into the thorns — ^these are they who heard ; 
and by the anxieties of the age, and the deceit of wealth, and the 
pleasures of life being borne along, and the longings concerning the 
remaining things, entering in, choke up the word, and do not bring to 
perfection, and unfruitful it becomes. 

4. But that is the good groimd — ^these are they, who in a noble and 
good heart, heard the word, are holding it fast, and bearing fruit with 
endurance — ^And those yonder are they on the good ground sown ; who 
indeed, hear the word, and understand, and accept it, and bear fruit 
producing this. thirty, and that sixty, and that a hundredfold. Matt. 
;dii. 3-9. Mark iv. 2-9. Luke viii, 5-8. 



EXPOSITION. 

The word of the kingdom, sowing the word ; the seed 
is the word of God, dealing with men according to their 
reception of it, and unfolding the nature, laws, and results 
of His dispensation of grace among the children of men 
in this comprehensive parable. This is the standard 
parable for illustrating the kingdom of J esus , Opportunity 
and responsibility are clearly written in this parable. 

Here we have the sower, the seed, and the soils. 

The sower, Jesus, who sows only good seed. 

The seed, the word of God. 

The soils, the hearts of men ; different states of hearts, 
the results of the word depend on the state of the heart. 

First case : The pathway. By the side of the hard path 
through the field. The seed did not get beneath the soil, 
but was trodden down, and picked up and devoured by 
birds. What means this ? Why, that hearts all unbroken 
and hard are no fit soil for saving truth. They do not 
understand it as God's way of restoring them to himself; it 
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penetrates not, makes no deep impression, but lies loosely 

on the surface of the heart, till the Evil One, by some 

attraction, draws off the attention to other things. Of 

how many hearers of the word is this the painful history ! 

Second case: Rocky places. Ground where a very thin 

surface of earth covers rock. What means this ? Why, 

immediately the seed springs up, because it has no depth 

of earth, and growing without a constant supply of 

moisture, and having no root, the sun quickly scorches it 

and withers it up. Hearts superficially impressed are apt 

to receive the truth with readiness and even with joy ; but 

the heat of temptation, tribulation, or persecution because 

of the word — ^the trials which their new profession brings 

upon them — quickly dries up their relish for the truth, and 

withers all the hasty growth ; they first stand aloof, and 

then find cause of offence. A faithful and awakening 

ministry can attest many such cases. 

Third case: Among thorns,' Ground not thoroughly 
cleaned of thistles, which, rising above the seed, and 
intertwining, choke and smother it, drawing away the 
moisture, and excluding light and air. There is softness 
and depth enough, but anxious, supreme attention to the 
business of this present life, the deceitfulness of riches, 
the pleasures of life, and the longings for other things, 
entering in, the word is choked ; and, instead of bearing 
to perfection, it becomes unfruitful. There is growth and 
promise, yet no ripe fruit; a fagged, hurried, and heartless 
formalism is all such show. Of how many hearers is this 
the disappointing end I 

Fourth Case : The good ground. These are they who in 
a noble and good heart, hear the word, hold it fast, under- 
standing and accepting it, and bearing fruit with endur- 
ance, producing in one thirty, in another sixty, and in 
others a hundred fold. 
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These things concern us all. Sowing seed, not uprooting 
plants, is the best work: Make known the Gospel. Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye 
be my disciples. Here is the nature, law, and result of 
the kingdom of God. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

Ye sons oi earth, prepare the plough, break up your fallow ground ; 
The Sower has gone forth to sow, and scatter blessings round. 

The Seed that finds a Stony soil, shoots forth a hasty blade ; 
But ill repays the Sowers toil, soon withered, scorched, and dead. 

The Thorny Ground is sure to baulk, all hopes of harvest there : 
We find a tall and sickly stalk, but not the fruitful ear. 

The beaten path and highway side, receive the seed in vain ; 
The watchful birds the spoil divide, and pick up all the grain. 

But where the Lord of grace and power, has blessed the happy field ; 
How plenteous is the golden store, the deep wrought furrows yield ? 

Father of mercies, we have need, of Thy preparing grace ; 
Let the same hand that gives the seed, provide a fruitful place. 

The king of ike kingdom unfolding it. Sowing good seed that it 

may hear good fruit. 



XVII. Wheat and Darnel. 

Likened was the kingdom of the heavens to a man sowing good seed 
in his field ; and while men were sleeping his enemy came and sowed 
over darnel in among the Wheat ; and away he went. And when the 
blade grew and brought forth fruit, then appeared the darnel also. 
And the servants of the householder, coming near, said to him, Sir ! 
was it not good seed thou wast sowing in thy field ? where then has it 
darnel ? And he said to them, A man that is an enemy did this. And 
the servants say to him. Wilt thou then that we go and collect it ? And 
he says. No. lest at any time, while collecting the darnel, ye should 
uproot along with it the wheat. Suffer to grow together both until the 
harvest. And in the harvest season I will say to the reapers, Collect 
ye first the darnel, and bind it into bundles with a view to the burning 
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it up ; but the wheat be ye gathering into my barn. Matt. xiii. 24-30, 

36-43- 
His disciples came near to Him, saying : Make quite plain to us the 

parable of the field. And He answering said, He who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man. and the field is the world : and the good seed — 
these are the sons of the kingdom ; and the darnel seeds are the sons 
of the evil one ; and the enemy who sowed them is the adversary ; and 
the harvest is the end of the world ; and the reapers are angels. Just, 
therefore, as collected is the darnel, and with fire is burned, so will it 
be in the end of the world. The Son of Man will send forth His angels, 
and they will collect out of His Kingdom all the causes of ofiience, and 
the doers of lawnessness, and will cast them in the furnace of the fire : 
there will be the wailing and the gnashing of the teeth. Then the right- 
eous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who 
has ears to hear let him hear. 36-43. 

EXPOSITION. 

All these consideraticms shew the nature of the parable. 
It is a brief history of the world from Adam and Eve, and 
Satan sowing his darnel in their hearts till the end. 
Jesus is not speaking of His Church, His believing people, 
called the sons of the kingdom, but of the world — the 
FIELD IS THE WORLD ; not of the good and bad growing 
together in Christian fellowship : but in the world, in the 
common transactions of life. For what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness ? and what communion 
hath light with darkness ? and what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an unbeliever ? Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. Jesus then is speaking of 
good men and bad men living in the world without uprooting 
by persecution each other, and of leaving each other to 
the judgment of heaven — of the Son of Man, at the last 
day, when unerring separation shall take place, not by 
men, but by angel reapers ; and the darnel seeds, the sons 
of the Evil One, shall be cast into the furnace of fire, that 

D 
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is, into hell ; and the righteous will then shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

All State establishments wrest this parable to favour a 
mongrel race in their societies, with what fearful results, 
J^ome, Russia, Turkey, France, Germany, Spain, Eng- 
land shew. 

It is because there are true Christians that hypocrites 
exist. The fruit at harvest distinguishes them. In 
nature there are some plants, belonging to entirely dif- 
ferent orders, so remarkably like each other that they can 
only be distinguished when they flower and fruit. So 
however like in outward appearance and manner of life 
the true Christian and the formalist may be, by the fruits 
which they produce they are distinguishable ; the harvest 
manifests their true character. The wheat and the darnel 
will then be separated by the Husbandman aiid Sovereign 
of the world. 

When Thou my righteous Judge shall come 
To fetch Thy ransomed people home, 

Shall I among them stand? 
Shall such a worthless worm as I, 
Who sometimes am afraid to die 

Be found at Thy right hand? 

The King^s law of action in the world. 



XVIII. The Lamp, 

• But no one having lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or beneath a couch 
puts it, but on a lampstand puts it that those coming in may see the 
light. For there is not a secret which shall not be made manifest, 
neither a hidden thing which in any wise may not be made known, and 
not become manifest. Does the lamp by any means come that under 
the measure it may be placed, or under the couch ? Is it not that upon 
the lampstand it may be placed ?. For it is not hidden except it may be 
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made visible; neither did it get hidden away, but in order that it 
might come into a visible place. If any one has ears to hear, let him 
hear. Mark iv. 21-23. Luke viii. 16-17. 

EXPOSITION. 

A lamp is lit to give light, and make manifest to all the 
things in the place. The word is to be proclaimed that 
it may prove itself a discemer of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart, and judge all who hear it at the last day, 
when every secret and hidden thing will be made known, 
and manifested, shewn in its true light. Each is to let 
his light so shine amongst men, that seeing our good works, 
they may glorify the Father who is in heaven. The true 
light shone in deepest darkness, and the signs of the 
coming salvation appeared with brighter lustre, because 
of the universal gloom. As with the true light of the 
world, so with every lesser light that He kindles to be a 
Revelation of himself, it shineth in darkness. This is 
pre-eminently true of the Church. Its light is beautifully 
symbolised by the seven-branched lampstand which stood 
in the holy place of the tabernacle. The common light 
of day was excluded by the coverings of goats' hair and 
badgers' skins ; and a profound darkness created within. 
In this mystical darkness, the perfumed light of the 
golden lampstand shone unceasingly as a token that the 
light of the Church is not the light of nature, but the 
light of grace ; that, darkness itself, it is illuminated by 
the spiritual light which the Lord of the Church supplies. 
It was the duty of Aaron to trim this lampstand. and sup- 
ply it with the needful oil and keep its golden stem and 
branches bright, and its lamps perpetually burni^ig. And 
as the light of Christ thus shines in the darkness of the 
Church, so the Church thus enUghtened shines in the 
darkness of the world. Ye are the lights of the world. He 
'said, to that inner circle of disciples,.; the. immiediate 
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satellites that revolved around Him and bathed in His 
effulgence. God's people are lights shining in a dark 
place, lamps in a sepulchre. His servants are stars. 
The seven stars which He holds in His right hand are 
the messengers of the churches. Rev. i. 20. The lamp- 
stand and the star are both images of the night. And 
these two figures may be regarded as emblematic of the 
two dispensations, the Jewish and the Christian; the 
lampstand, symbol of an artificial dispensation of types 
and shadows destined soon to burn out and be extin- 
guished; the star, symbol of eternal realities shining 
serenely amid the gloom of this world, and destined to 
^ine most brightly when the shadows of all temporal 
things have passed away. In both cases the light shone 
in darkness. No other light has a dark, guilty world, but 
this reflected light from heaven. The Church collectively, 
and the Church a»s represented by each believer, is the 
bearer of Christ's transmitted light, not in daylight, but 
in midnight gloom. Not having light of its own, it is to 
diffuse through the dense, misty atmosphere of sin the 
blessed light which it receives from Him. It is to dispel 
the spiritual blindness and gross ignorance of perishing 
souls, and bring them to the saving knowledge of Christ^ 
What a high and sacred work is this, to hold forth the 
word of life to those whom the god of this world hath 
blinded. How careful should .each believer be who has 
this light entrusted to him, not to hide it under the bushel 
of busy worldliness, or under the bed of carnal sloth ! It 
may be a mere glowworm spark, but it is inconceivably 
precious, just because it shineth in darkness. In the 
daylight other light is not needed, and may therefore be 
extinguished without loss or regret; but in the night 
there is nothing to compensate for the loss of any light 
that is put out. Suppose you had penetrated into the 
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farthest depths of an intricate, many-chambered cavern, 
far from the light of day, and that all the torches you had 
brought with you to dispel the gloom had one by one 
expired, leaving you with only a single torch half-burnt in 
your hand : how carefully you would carry it, knowing 
that upon its continuing to burn and shed its light upon 
your path, depended your hope of reaching the upper 
world of light and life. In like manner, every believer, in 
the cave-like darkness in which he dwells, should guard 
and tend the light that has been given to him by God to 
be the light of his feet and the lamp of his path, to lead 
him and all whom he can influence from the outer dark- 
ness of the world to the marvellous light of heaven. If 
the light in thee be darkness, how great is the darkness ! 
There are no means to dispel it. In the Church, in each 
believer the light shineth in darkness ; and if it be ex- 
tinguished, all is lost. It is a total eclipse within and 
without, a blackness of darkness for ever." 

" As far as smallest lamp may throw its beams. 
So shines a good deed in a darkened world." 

" The kindly plans devised for others good, 
So seldom guessed, so little understood ; 
The quiet stedfast love that strove to win 
Some wanderer from the woeful ways of sin, 

These are not lost. 

Not lost, O Lord, for in Thy city bright 
Our eyes shall see the past by clearer light ; 
And things long hidden from our glare below, 
Thou wilt reveal, and we shall surely know, 

They were not lost.'* 

Gifts for use a characteristic law of the kingdom. 
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XIX. The Measure. 

Be taking heed what ye are hearing : In what measure ye measure it 
shall be measured to you, and added to you. For he who has, it shall 
be given to him ; and he who has not, even what he has shall be taken 
away from him. Be taking heed therefore, how ye are hearing I For 
whosoever may havd it shall be given to him ; and whosoever may not 
have even, what he seems to have shall be taken away from him. 
•Mark iv. 24-25. Luke viii. 18, 

EXPQSITION. 

The improvement of mercies in the generous imparta- 
tion of them to others will lead to their increase, and 
reciprocal blessing or life is seen to be the characteristic 
of Christ's reign in the soul. Paul, as one illustrious 
example, says: As poor^yet making m^ny rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things, by the mutual 
comfort of you and me. Our outward immediate results 
may be few, unknown, and in many cases unsuspected^ 
yet precious and enduring. Our very ignorance of them 
is fitted to teach us greater faith and more implicit 
dependence upon God. By this all that is most precious 
in our work of reciprpcal life is fostered. We are toiling 
under the guidance of an unseen hand, under the watch- 
fulness of an unobserved eye, in the strength of a never- 
failing promise. iVlthqugh therefore m know not whether 
shall prosper this or? that work of love, or whether both 
shall be alike good, the all-knowing One has said. It 
shall be measured to you, and unto you that hear — obey^ 
shall more be given. .Thus he who has improved and 
imparted the blessings of life, it will be given to him ; and 
he who has not improved and imparted, even what he 
seems to have will be taken away from him. 
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" Who gives, giving doth win back his gift ; 

And knowledge by division grows tq more ; 
Who hides the Masters' talents shall die poor 
And starve at last of his own thankless thrift. 

I did this for another ; and behold 

My work hath blood in it 1 but thine hath none ; 

Done for thyself, it dies in being done ; 
To what thou buyest thou thyself art sold. 

Give thyself utterly away — Be lost, 

Choose someone — something ; not thyself, thine own ; 

Thou canst not perish, but thrice greater grown : — 
Thy gain the greatest where thy loss was most. 

Thou in another shall thyself new find, 

The single globule lost in the wide sea, 

Becomes an ocean — Each identity 
Is greatest in the greatness of its kind. 

Who serves for gain, a slave by thankless pelf 
Is paid ; who gives himself, is priceless, free. 
I give myself, a man, to God : lo ! He 

Renders me back a saint unto myself." 

Reciprocal life and blessing a law of the kingdotn. 



XX. Seed Springing up Constantly. 

Thus is the kingdom of God, — as a man may cast the seed upon the 
earth ; and may be sleeping, and rising night and day ; and the seed 
may be sprouting and lengthening itself, how . he does not know. Of 
itself the earth bears fruit, first a blade, afterwards an ear, afterwards 
full com in the ear. But when the fruit may yield itself up, straightway 
sends he forth the sickle, because standing by is the harvest. Mark iv. 
26-29. 

EXPOSITION. 

The diligent sower and worker, being all day well 
employed and regularly at night taking his rest, is sur- 
prised at the rapid maturing of the grain, and its ripeness 
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for harvesting. It has gjrown as r^;ulariy as he has been 
employed, sprouting and lengthening itself, how he does 
not know, but he sees in season first a blade, then an ear, 
then the full corn in the ear ; when ripe it is gath^ed 
home. 

A type of the influence of the life of the believer ; and 
only by growing can we be holy and happy ; and for this 
growing there is ample provision in th6 Word. By the 
seed growing secretly as well as constantly from stage to 
stage we learn that the life of faith is maintained by 
God as author and completer of it ; thus the kingdom is 
entirely His. The " action of presence " is ever exerting 
an unconscious influence worthy of attention. "Every 
Christian is producing two sets of influences. Two cur- 
rents of power issue from him, which set in motion the 
wheels of life around him ; one is the unconscious, invo- 
luntary influence of his real character ; the other is the 
voluntary influence of what he consciously says and does 
^— what he says and does for a special purpose : " These 
two currents may be opposed by each other, or they may 
be consistent and harmonious. The character should 
not say one thing and the lips another. The power of 
character arises from its truthfulness. It shines out 
through every disguise. A false appearance cannot be 
long kept up. The tone, the look, the attitude, the actions 
are constantly discovering the man, and in the sensibilities 
of men, in the feeling of his fellow creatures he is known 
exactly for what he is. 

There is a species of animalcule called Rotifera, living 
in tufts of mosses, which when placed under the micros- 
cope is found to be transparent as crystal. You see all 
its internal organs, and the processes of life going on in 
the inside of its body, as you see the works of a watch 
through its covering of glass. We are like this creature, 
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for we inhabit tabernacles which are equally transparent, 
and our motives, our feelings, our whole mental and moral 
economy, are showing themselves externally by signs 
which have no ambiguity." A truthful character is ever 
producing its own proper impression, and so influences 
others that no one ever does good or evil, without hearing 
of it again, without finding that there have been plentiful 
witnesses of it, however secret. God's eye is always on 
us; and the eye of man, much oftener than we isMtgine. 
This life-influence is secret and constant, like a flower 
exhaling its fragrance ; "Wherever the Christian is, 
whatever he does, this influence never ceases. It under- 
lies all his actions ; it runs side by side with his words ; 
it goes on when action ceases and words fail." When 
silent and inactive what he is is necessarily co-extensive 
with his being — we can always live for Jesus — ** Simply to 
be in this world is to exert an influence compared with 
which mere words and acts are feeble." For this life 
influence we are responsible and rewarded ; because our 
characters thus influencing others are the results of our 
thoughts, feelingSy words and actions. Our life is a structure 
built up of all that we have said and done and experienced. 
We are justly responsible for the formation of the 
character which silently yet sensibly influences those 
around us. It lies with every man to determine under 
God his own character. Our accountability to God rests 
upon our ability to build up a good character, and every 
man is to eat of the fruit of his own ways. " The owner- 
ship of sins is a very solemn question, which in this view 
of the matter comes home to every human being." No 
man liveth to himself and no man dieth to himself. 

At the very dawn of life, parents and friends exert 
imconsciously as well as consciously, influences for good 
or evil by virtue of the mimic powers so strong in children. 
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Secretly and silently impressions are made which no after 
discipline can remove. Fathers and mothers by sheer 
neglect, by their ungodly lives, form in their children an 
irreligious tendency, careless habits which grow with 
growth. Afterwards wicked companions taint the mind 
and heart, and by the looseness of their lives, sensual 
habits, falsehood, dishonesty, degrade and seal the ruin 
of their offspring, so thickly interwoven is the web of 
human influence. And this partaking of other men's 
sins, not merely by what we do voluntarily for a purpose, 
but by the secret, unconscious influence of our character 
and actions, will render necessary Christ's clear, deter- 
minate judgment in the decisions of that day. Then, 
too, the very victims of our thoughtless indulgence will 
wield the scourges of our retribution. 

•* Happy the man, who sees a God employed 
In all the good and ill that chequer life ! 
Resolving all events, with their effects 
And manifold results, into the will 
And arbitration wise of the Supreme." 

Secret, unconscious, constant growth a law and reward of the 

kingdom of God. 



XXI. The Mustard Seed. 

The Kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field ; which indeed is the least of all seeds, 
that be in the earth, but when it is sown, it groweth up and becometh 
greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches, and becometh 
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof, under the shade of it. Matt. xiii. 31-32. Mark iv. 30-32. Luke 
xiii. 18-19 
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EXPOSITION. 

Here we have tHe history of the Gospel from the time 
of the Son of Man sowing His seed in His field, the 
world, until its growth pervades all nations, and becomes 
a shelter and a boon to all. It is so in each believer's 
heart and life. Small beginnings and steadfast growth 
should not be despised : from the acorn grows the oak ; 
from the babe, the man ; from the Babe of Bethlehem, 
the King of nations, the Redeemer of Israel. 

A word of truth reaching the conscience, a ray of 
heavenly light falling into, the dark heart, some trifling 
thing giving rise to infinite consequences in thoughts, 
inclinations, feelings, desires, faith, actions. Simple, 
unobtrusive occasions, like those connected with all 
Christ's miracles, afforded opportunity to manifest His 
glory. . The Word of Life Himself like a grain of 
mustard seed. His written word also. No word is more 
despised than the Gospel, yet none more powerful ; it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth. 

*' A little spring had lost its way, amid the grass and fern ; 
A passing stranger scooped a well, where weary men might turn ; 
He walled it in, and hung with care a ladle at the brink ; 
He thought not of the deed he did, but judged that toil might drink^ 
. He passed again, and lo I the well, by summer never dried, 
Had cooled ten thousand parching tongues, and saved a life beside.' 

A nameless man, amid a crowd that thronged the daily mart, 
Let fall a word of hope and love, unstudied from the heart : 
A whisper on the tumult thrown, a transitory breath — 
I raised a brother from the dust, it saved a soul from death. 
O germ ! O fount ! O word of love, O thought at random cast t 
Ye were but little at the first but mighty at the last." 

Prosperity is a characteristic of the kingdom. 
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XXII. Leaven in Flour. 

Like is the Kingdom of the heavens to leaven, ^vhich a woman took 
and hid in three measures of flour until the whole was leavened. Matt, 
xiii. 33. Luke xiii. 20-21. 

EXPOSITION. 

The efficiency of the Word begins as soon as it is 
received ; and, although it may be for a time concealed, 
it is existent, and in due season will be apparent. It 
will work its way gradually through the entire heart and 
life ; and, as long as it is in contact with the mass, will 
leaven it, assimilate it. Into all the peculiarities and 
temperaments of believers the all-renewing power of the 
truth will enter and affect it, bringing every thought into 
subjection to Christ. The internal divine nature and 
living power of the truth must affect the entire man, and 
renew him in the spirit of his mind. 

" The yeast plant so abounds in yeast that this sub- 
stance may be said to be almost entirely made up of it. 
When a small quantity of yeast is placed under the 
microscope and is magnified 300 or 400 diameters, it is 
found to be full of globules, which are clearly cells ; and 
these cells vegetate, when placed in fermentable fluid 
containing [some form of albuminous matter in addition 
to sugar in the manner represented in the Fig. 153. Each 
cell puts forth one or two projections, which seem to be 
young cells developed as buds or offsets of their pre- 
decessors; these in the course of a short time, become 
complete cells, and again perform the same process ; and 
in this manner the single cells of yeast develop them- 
selves, in the course of a few hours, into rows of four, 
five, or six, which remain in continuity with each other 
whilst the plant is still growing, but which separate if 
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the fermenting process be checked, and 'return to the 

isolated condition of those which originally constituted 

the yeast. Thus it is that the quantity of yeast first 

introduced into the fermentable fluid is multiplied six 

times or more during the changes in which it takes part. 

The full development of the plant, and the evolution of 

its apparatus of fructification, however, only occur when 

the fermenting process is allowed to go without check ; 

and it seems capable of producing a considerable variety 

of forms, whose precise relationship to each other have 

not yet been made clear." — Dr. W. B. Carpenter's. 

** The Microscope and its Revelations," Third Edition, 

p. 267. 

Thus it will be seen that the operation of leaven upon 

meal presents an analogy to the kingdom of heaven, 

because it is a principle of life and growth, and imparts 

a new energy and assimilative quality to the matter with 

which it comes into contact ; the inner man is renewed 

day by day. ' 

"From the first breath of life divine, 
Down to the last expiring hour. 
The gracious work shall all be Thine, 
Begun and ended in Thy power." 

The all-renewing power of the word a law of the kingdom. 



XXIII. The Treasure. 

Like is the Kingdom of the heavens to a treasure which has been hid 
in a field, which a man finding hid ; and by reason of his joy withdraws 
and sells all things as many as he has, and buys that field. Matt. xiii. 44. 

EXPOSITION. 

The treasure hid in the field shows that some find 
without seeking, then hide it in their hearts, and give up 
everything that interferes with the full possession and 
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joy of it. In unsettted countries treasures are buried in 
fields, and he who buys the field buys all it contains; 
here a field containing a treasure was bought by the man 
who found the treasure at the expense of all he had. 
Such joy has the Christian in the possession of Jesus, 
who is sometimes found of those who seek Him not ; and 
He is the Treasure in this field-world, hidden from mul- 
titudes ; but when found, hid in the heart, and their all 
things are parted with for Him. 

Treasure-finding still exercises a strong influence upon 
the character of the people of the East, who live in the 
hope of being in this way suddenly raised to afiluence. 
Thus Orientals regard European travellers exploring 
ancient sites and ruins as engaged in treasure-seeking. 
Soldiers on taking towns water the gardens to see where 
the water sinks most freely, and dig for treasures sup- 
posed to be buried there. 

The Rev. Smyley Robson, in the massacre of the 
Christians at Damascus, 1854, buried his treasures in 
ground belonging to his house. 

Of the heavenly treasure one writes : 

'*No hope deceives it, and no doubt divides it ; 
No grief disturbs it, and no error guides it ; 
No good condemns it, and no virtue blames it ; 
No guilt condemns it, and no folly shames it ; 
No sloth besots it, and no lust enthrals it ; 
No scorn afflicts it, and no passion galls it ; 
It is a casket of immortal life ; 
An ark of peace ; the lists of sacred strife ; 
A purer piece of endless transitory ; 
A shrine of grace, a little throne of glory : 
A heaven-born offspring of a new bpm birth. 
An earthly heaven ; an ounce of heavenly earth." 

Internal glory of the kingdom. 
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XXIV. The Pearl of great Price. 

Again like is the Kingdom of the heavens to a man, a merchant seeking 
beautiful pearls ; and finding one very precious pearl, departing, he at 
once sold all things as many as he had, and bought it. Matt. xiii. 
45-46. 

EXPOSITION. 

This merchant was seeking beautiful pearls ; and finding 
One very precious, he parts with all his other pearls for 
it. So Jesus is inestimably precious to those who are 
seeking the rest He gives, the salvation He brings ; unto 
you who believe is the preciousness. 

We cannot buy the blessings of salvation without 
selling all that we have in our possession and affections. 
In exchange for the One pearl there must be a letting go, 
not of former faults and sins merely, but even of former 
pearls or excellencies. In selling to Christ what we have 
is just a foregoing and forgetting of it, so far as we are 
concerned. Such good qualities as we displayed in our 
unconverted state may have contributed to form our 
character and give it its peculiar stamp and bias, and 
can no longer b,e dwelt upon for self- valuation, but 
belong to a past, state of our history, with which we can 
now have no spiritual sympathy. 

•* Talk they of morals ? O, Thou bleeding Lamb 
The only true morality is Love of Thee." 

The work of grace cannot be carried on with the 
affinities of our former habits, and the aims and condi- 
tions of our former life. This truth is enforced under 
the image of buying and selling in the parable before us. 

The occupation of a travelling jeweller is still common 
in the East. He deals in precious stones and pearls, and 
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travels widely in search of opportunities of making 
advantageous purchases or exchanges. In the course of 
these operations it will sometimes happen that he meets 
with some rare and costly gem, for the sake of which he 
disposes of all his existing stock, and every article of 
valuable property he possesses. So when Jesus is found, 
everything is given up for Him. 

'' Ye glittering toys of earth, adiea ! Anotfter choice be mine ; 
A real'prize attracts my view, a treasure all divine. 

Jesus to multitudes unknown — O name divinely sweet, 
Jesus, in Thee, in Thee alone, wealth, honour, pleasure meet. 

Should both the Indies at my call, their boasted stores resign ; 
With joy I would renounce them all, for leave to call Thee mine. 

Should earths' vain treasures all depart ; of this dear gift possessed 
I'd clasp it to my joyful heart, and be for ever blessed. 

Dear Sovereign of my soul's desires, Thy love is^bliss divine, 
Accept the wish that love inspires, and bid me call Thee mine." 

Tht surpassing worth of the kingdofn. 



XXV. A large Drag-net cast into the Lake. 

Again like is the Kingdom of the heavens to a large drag-net cast into 
the Lake, and out of every kind gathering which when it was filled 
they dragged upon the beach; and sitting down, collected the good into 
vessels, but the worthless forth they cast. So will it be in the end of 
the world, the angels will come forth and separate the evil out from 
amidst the righteous, and will cast them into the furnace of the fire; there 
will be the wailing and the gnashing of the teeth. Matt. xiii. 47-50. 

EXPOSITION. 

The Gospel draws of every kind of character; and 
when drawn to shore at the end of the world, a deliberate 
judicial separation will be made between the good and 
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the worthless, by the angels casting the evil into the 
furnace of the fire — of hell ; there will be the wailing and 
the gnashing of the teeth. Matt. xiii. 47, 50. 

The law prohibited the use of all fish without fins and 
scales ; hence the Hebrew fishermen must have been 
obliged to throw away as useless a large proportion of the 
fish which they took in their nets. 

The draw-net is full and brought to shore; and now the 
work of separating the good fishes from the bad can be 
deliberately accomplished ; and sitting down they collected 
the good into vessels, but the worthless they cast forth. 

When He who has given His very life to save, comes 

for judgment, it is the awful sign that all responses to 

mercy are for ever silent, that every germ of spiritual 

faculty is not torpid only, but dead ; that even the love of 

Jesus has done its utmost, and now sits in judgment to 

cast into the furnace of the fire. 

Discrimination is necessary to understand the simplest 

deed. Deliberation characterises the discrimination of 

God. Deliberate discrimination will be seen in separating 

the ^vil out from amidst the righteous. 

" Again in awful pomp He'll come, 
Shake the wide earth, and rouse the tomb. 

That gloomy dark abode : 
Assembled worlds shall then appear, 
And at His bar their sentence hear ; 

Their judge — the Incarnate God t 

While His proud enemies, that day, 
Shall faint with terror and dismay, 

And tremble at His rod ; 
May we with joy behold His face. 
And sing in heaven the glorious grace. 

Of our Incarnate God i " 

Separation of the worthless from the good characteristic of the 

kingdom* 

£ 
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XXVI, The Householder. 

Understand ye all these things ? They say to Him, Yes. And He 
said to them, Wherefore, every Scribe thoroughly instructed as to the 
Kingdom of the heavens is like to a man, a householder, v^ho is putting 
forth out of his treasure new things and old. Matt. xiii. 51-52. 

EXPOSITION* 

A householder providing well for his house, having 
carefully preserved fruits of the earth as well as newly- 
gathered suppUes to be dried and put away till the next 
season. So he who understands the word has an unfailing 
supply, a storehouse ever furnished for all occasions ; from 
it a word in season to the weary can be ever brought 
forth: such is the scribe instructed in the kingdom of 
God. 

With what a fulness is he endowed who understands 
the teaching of the Old Testament and the New, who 
sees Jesus as the Alpha and Omega, the all in all of 
creation, providence and redemption. Who gets the 
spirit of Jesus, breathes His atmosphere of thought, and 
gains His spirit of self-sacrifice, will be like the House- 
holder, Jesus Himself, constantly putting forth out of His 
treasure new things and old. Jesus devoted Himself for 
us, that we might devote ourselves a living sacrifice to 
God in the service of His kingdom. Psalms xix., cxix. 

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading. Neh. viii. 8. Paul, as his custom was, went in 
unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with them 
out of the Scriptures. Acts xvii. 2. And the Great 
Teacher, beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. Luke xxiv. 27. 
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*'The Sacred Word so fraught with use, 
Is bright with beauty too, 
Oft startling us with blooms profuse 
Upon a sudden view. 

But more amazing than the bloom 

Which all the tree bestuds, 
See peering from the leafy gloom 

A hundred thousand birds. 

Oh bud for ever, glorious tree, 

Oh ever blossom thus ; 
So shall thy good fruits plenteously 

Hang ripening for us." 

Endless resources characteristic of the kingdom. 



XXVII. UnfuUed Cloth. 

No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth upon an old mantle ; other- 
wise at least the shrinking of it tears the new from the old, and a worse 
rent is made. Matt. ix. 16. Mark ii. 21-22. 

EXPOSITION. 

Preparation, fitness, suitableness are seen in all God's 
works in creation, providence and grace. All He did 
He who errs not pronounced good. As in natural things, 
so in spiritual things also. So the preparatory ministry of 
the Baptist, to confine our notice to the New Testament 
illustration of the parable. The change required of John 
in his baptism of repentance was cloth fully prepared, not 
for the old mantle of Judaism, but for the new garment ot 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. He who 
makes all things new, gives the new birth, through the 
new seed of the kingdom, the word of God, the new 
principle, new faith, new life, new in its form and mani- 
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festation ; for Jesus came not to destroy the former mani- 
festations of God's will, but to fulfil and to complete 
them, giving to them their true meaning, power, and 
beauty. I will put a neiv heart into them, and take away 
the heart of stone, the old one. The old man is put away,, 
and the new man is created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, to serve in newness of the spirit and not in the 
oldness of the letter. Take the following striking illustra- 
tion of the parable : ** It was a broad- panelled staircase,, 
with massive balustrades of some dark wood ; cornices 
above the doors, ornamented with carved fruits and 
flowers, and broad seats in the windows. But all these 
tokens of past grandeur were miserably decayed. Some 
attempts had been made, I noticed, to infuse new blood 
into this dwindling frame, by repairing the costly old 
woodwork here and there with common deal ; but it was 
like the marriage of a reduced old noble to a plebeian 
pauper, and each party to the ill-assorted union shrunk away 
from the other. 

" No strength of nature can suffice, to serve the Lord aright ; 
And what she has she misapplies, for want of clearer light. 
How long beneath the law I lay, in bondage and distress ! 
I toiled the precept to obey, but toiled without success. 

Then to abstain from outward sin, was more than I could do ; 
Now, if I feel its power within, I feel I hate it too. 
Then all my servile works were done, a righteousness to raise r 
Now, freely chosen in the Son, I freely choose His ways. 

What shall I do, was then the word, that I may worthier grow ? 
What shall I render to the Lord? is my enquiry now. 
To see the law by Christ fulfilled, and hear His pardoning voice,. 
Changes a slave into a child, and duty into choice." 

Suitableness is a characteristic of the kingdom. 
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XXVIII. New and Old Mantle. 

No one rending a patch from a new mantle patches it upon an 
old mantle ; otherwise, at least, the new will cause a rent ; and with 
the old the patch which is from the new will not agree. Luke v. 36. 

EXPOSITION. 

Life on earth is not an end but a means, a state of 
discipline and preparation for something higher and 
nobler beyond. It has a deeper spring than the ordinary 
sources of pleasure or pain, a wider scope than the round 
of common duties, a loftier purpose than the efforts to 
procure a brief and petty subsistence. It has more 
reality to it, more recompense than wealth, or fame, or 
enjoyment. 

Seemliness is characteristic of all God*s ways, and 
what His kingdom exhibits it also requires in every 
subject. Hence the kingdom not of this world cannot be 
advanced or aided by the old mantle of nature ; the new 
cloth will cause a rent, and with the old will not agree. 
How instructive as to the inner life and outward form of 
the kingdom which is from heaven and of the unmarred 
beauty of the kingdom when all things are set right in 
sglory everlasting. " Whatever may be said with respect 
to the happiness of the bulk of men applies only to their 
insensibility, and is not so much happiness as stupor. 
Even the constant laborious emplo3anents that neces- 
sarily occupy the time of by far the greater part of men, 
are inconsistent with the proper exercise and happiness 
of rational nature. Who is it can seriously say, that man 
was at first sent into the world to drudge and slave for a 
few years in the most ignoble employments, and leave the 
world without almost being conscious of the noble powers 
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of soul that he possesses ? Not only the emplojonents of 
a few or of the crowd, but even the employments of almost 
aU classes of men, seem unworthy of the original dignity 
of our nature, and the high faculties that we still in some 
measure possess. If labour diverts the talents of the 
poor from every noble occupation, why do not the rich 
spend their time in the cultivation of their rational 
nature, and in pursuits worthy of them? But if the 
vulgar are ignorant, the rich are frivolous ; and instead of 
employing their time in noble purposes, it is generally 
employed in vain show, or the pursuit of gold, power^ 
honour, or pleasure. When we take a view of the 
employments and pursuits of men in general, the world 
appears rather to be a bedlam than a paradise. In such 
circumstances how foolish is it for men to endeavour to 
justify themselves against the conclusions of Scripture I 
How useless to appeal from the testimony of God to the 
evidence of fact ! The whole face of the world, the whole 
circumstances of men, as well as the clear view of Scrips 
ture, pronounce man to be guilty. The unanimous 
verdict from every source of evidence is * * Guilty. '* If there 
is hope, that hope must be, not from innocence, but from, 
mercy." 

''Of all the gifts Thine hand bestows, 

Thou Giver of all good ! 
Not heaven itself a richer knows, 

Than my Reedemers blood. 
Faith, too, the blood-receiving grace. 

From the same hand we gain ; 
Else, sweetly as it suits our case, 

That gift had been in vain. 
Till Thou Thy teaching power apply. 

Our hearts refuse to see, 
And weak as a distempered eye. 

Shut out the view of Thee, 



The Teacher's Parables. 55 

Blind to the merits of Thy Son. 

What misery we endure ! 
Yet fly that hand, from which alone, 

We could expect a cure. 

We praise Thee, and would praise Thee more. 

To Thee our all we owe. 
The precious Saviour, and the power 

That makes Him precious too." 

Seemliness is a characteristic of the kingdom. 



XXIX. New Wine in New Skins. 

And no one pours new wine into old skins ; otherwise at least, the 
new wine will burst the skins, and it will be poured out, and the skins 
destroyed. But new wine into unused skins must be poured, and both 
are together preserved. Matt. ix. 17. Luke v. 37-39. 

EXPOSITION. 

Two cannot walk together except they be agreed. For 
the new kingdom new hearts are required ; for the new 
truths, new eyes. A new principle of life is put into a 
new creature, even the life everlasting. In Job xxii. 19, 
we have a striking figure brought to our remembrance by 
our parable. Elihu says, speaking of the intense and 
multiform feelings within him. Behold my feelings are 
as new wine closed up ; like skins of new wine they are 
bursting. I will speak that I may be relieved.. Joshua 
ix. 4, incidentally throws light on our parable. Thp 
Gibeonites took old wine skins, torn and bound up, as if 
rent by the heat of their journey^and temporarily mended, 
to deceive the Israelites : these skins of wine which we 
filled were new, and behold they be rent by reason of 
the very long journey, verse 13. The truth in unrenewed 
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men will soon cause a rent ; therefore G6d does not put 
it in them : but of His people He says, They shall be all 
taught of God, and He will put His Spirit within. He 
creates them new in the day of His power, and they know 
Him from the least to the greatest of them ; they are bom 
of God, and none can pluck them from the Saviour's 
hand ; they are kept by the mighty power of God, through 
faith, unto salvation ; the vessel and wine both preserved 
to the praise and glory of His grace. 

•' Grace, triumphant in the throne, 
Scorns a rival, reigns alone. 
Come and bow beneath her sway, 
Cast your idol works away. 
Works of man, when made his plea. 
Never shall accepted be; 
Fruits of pride (vain-glorious worm ! ) 
Are the best he can perform. 

Self, the god his soul adores. 
Influences all his powers ; 
Jesus is a slighted name. 
Self-advancement all His aim: 
But when God the Judge shall come, 
To pronounce the final doom, 
Then for rocks and hills to hide 
All His works and all His pride ! 

Still the boasting heart replies. 
What ! the worthy and the wise. 
Friends to temperance and peace, 
Have not these a righteousness ? 
Banish every vain pretence 
Built on human excellence ; 
Perish everything in man, 
But the grace that never can.*' 

PreservMeness a characteristic of the kingdom. 



-1 
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XXX. The Old Wine is Mellow. 

And no one having drunk old wine is desiring new: for he says the 
old is mellow. Luke v. 39. 

EXPOSITION. 

Known to Jesus were all His works and words from the 
beginning. The fullest growth of His teaching, and the 
world-embracing reach of His truth, were contemplated 
by Him from the very first, so that, although the attentive 
student discerns a wide difference between the teaching 
of the opening and the closing of His ministry, he will see 
that it is not by introducing new elements, but by the 
expansion of the old. It is a difference of degree, not of 
kind, — a filling in of what was sketched in outline at the 
beginning. How little we really know of the teaching of 
our Saviour as to the far-reaching principles implied in 
His simple words. His looks and tone imparted fre- 
quently an insight into His words, the meaning of which 
otherwise had not been so clearly or impressively per- 
ceived. And all His utterances. His joyful and his 
painful expressions, being no exceptions, grow on us as 
we ponder them in our hearts ; they widen, they deepen, 
they are felt to be fuller and richer the more we enter 
into them ; like Himself, they grow in wisdom and in 
favour ; their mellowness is pleasant to our taste. As 
with the truths of the kingdom, so with the character of 
the Christian ; they are mellowed by years and by deve- 
lopment, through the discipline of heaven, by means of 
earthly care. Each passing year matures in knowledge 
and in holiness the believer rooted in Jesus. He brings 
forth fruit in old age, to show that Jehovah is righteous. 
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" Hark my soul ! it is the Lord ; 
'Tis thy Saviour, hear His word, 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee : 
Say, poor sinner, lovest thou me ? 

I delivered thee when bound, 
And when bleeding, healed thy wound ; 
Sought thee wandering, set thee right, 
Turned thy darkness into light. 

Can a woman's tender care. 
Cease toward the child she bare ? 
Yes, she may forgetful be, 
Yet I will remember thee. 

Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above, 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death. 

Thou shalt see my glory soon. 
When the work of grace is done ; 
Partner of my throne shalt be ; 
Say, poor sinner, lovest thou me ? 

Lord it is my chief complaint, 
That my love is cold and faint ; 
Yet I love Thee and adore, 
O for grace to love Thee more.*' 

Maturity characteristic of the kingdom. 



XXXI. Without and Within. 

Now, ye, the Pharisees I the outside of the cup and the tray, are 
making pure ; but your inside is full of plunder and wickedness. Sense- 
less ones ! did not He who made the outside, the inside also make ? 
Notwithstanding, as to the things within give alms, and behold all 
things are pure to you. But alas for you, the Pharisees 1 because ye 
are tithing the mint, and the rue, and every garden herb, and are 
passing by the judgment and the love of God. These things however it 
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^as behoving to do; and those not to be passing by. Mark vii. 
Listen to me, all, and understand I there is nothing from without the 
man entering into him which is able to profane him ; but the things out 
of the man going forth, those are the things profaning the man. If any- 
one has ears to hear, let him hear. Not that which enters into the 
mouth defiles the man, but that which proceeds forth out of the mouth, 
this defiles the man. Are ye so without understanding also, do ye not 
perceive that nothing which from without enters into the man is able to 
profane him ? because it does not enter into the heart of him, but into 
the stomach ; and into the sewer it passed, purifying all the food, while 
the things which poured forth out of the mouth, out of the heart come 
forth, and they defile the man. For out of the heart come forth evil 
deliberations, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false testimonies, 
profane speaking, covetousness, knaveries, deceit, wantonness, an evil 
eye, loftiness, foolishness. All these evil things from within come 
forth and profane the man. These are the things which defile the 
man ; but the eating with unwashed hands does not defile the man. 
Matt. X. 20. Mark vii. 14-23. Luke xi. 37-42. 

EXPOSITION. 

The history of Jesus was a mighty expansive force, 
working from within outwardly, purifying ever3rthing 
which it touched, assimilating the inner state of the mind 
and the outer relations of life. Who shall ascend into 
the hill of Jehovah, and who shall stand in His holy 
place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart. 
The absolutely pure One is Jesus, and He cleanses all 
believing in Him. A Christian, as illustrated by Jesus, 
is " a man on whose clear and open brow God has set 
the stamp of truth ; one whose very eye beams bright with 
honour ; in whose very look and bearing you may see 
freedom, manliness, veracity; a brave man, a noble man ; 
frank, generous, true : with it may be many faults ; whose 
freedom may take the form of impetuosity or rashness, 
but the form of meanness never." To be Christian is 
to be truly manly. Jesus was a true man, t5^e of our 
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nature ere it fell, of Adam ere he sinned. The want of 
self-control is the weakness of our nature ; to restrain, to 
wait, to control present feeling with a large foresight, is 
human strength. Joys such as spirit alone can conceive, 
such as love, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance, a realization of the life of 
Jesus, by a participation of His spirit and power, are the 
things to keep us from defilement, to render us holy, to 
make us like God. Hence we must be born of the Spirit, 
love God, be like God. So Jesus : ** Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God." God is known by those 
who are pure in a way others cannot conceive. It was 
thus the disciples loved Jesus, and clave to Him. It was 
not their clear perception of His true glory or His infinite 
fulness, or His perfect wisdom. They knew Him not ; 
and yet they knew Him so that they would not leave 
Him, but were willing to die with Him. John xi. i6. It 
was " amid much sore perplexity and dimness of appre- 
hension, and carnality of heart, the conviction was 
growing within them that He who went in and out 
among them was more than a teacher — stood in a closer 
relation to their souls, and to all the human race than 
that of one whose separate life is related to that of others 
by the effect of what he teaches, or gives, or does. Now 
and then, indeed, with gentle sadness He upbraided them 
for their ignorance, as when He said to Philip, Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known 
Me? But yet ever and anon He was cheered by proofs 
that they realized in some measure His character, as 
when Peter said. Master, to whom shall we go, Thou 
hast the words of eternal life." It was the self-evidencing 
character of His life and His words which bound them to 
Him ; and these bind us to Jesus now. He works from 
within. His heart moves our hearts ; His love our love. 
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" There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood, 

Shall never lose its power, 
Till all the ransomed Church of God, 

Be saved to sin no more. 

'Ere since, by faith. I saw the stream, 

Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme. 

And shall be till I die." 

Purity of heart and life a law of the kingdom. 



XXXII. One Stray Sheep. 

How to you does it seem ? If a certain man come to have a hundred 
sheep, and one from among them go astray, will he not leave the ninety- 
nine upon the mountains, and going, is seeking the straying one ? And 
if he happens to find it, verily I say to you. that he rejoices over it rather 
than over the ninety-nine which have not gone astray. In like manner, 
there is not a desire in presence of my Father who is in the heavens 
that one of these little ones should be lost. Matt, xviii. 12-14. 

EXPOSITION. 

Incarnate Love moving in search of a stray sheep, until 
recovered and restored to the one flock. The God incar- 
nate, concealed from the wise and prudent of this world, 
was revealed through the meekness and tenderness of His 
mortal guise, to the simple, weak, stray sheep, whom the 
Good Shepherd restored to His flock. Then, too, when 
the man in Him was most conspicuous, the God was also 
most conspicuous, and love was brightest seen. God 
commended His love towards us in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us. Greater love than this 
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hath no man shewn. Great belongs only to what is 
moral. Infinitude and eternity are true of feelings rather 
than of magnitude or space or time. Who can estimate 
a single spiritual affection. The true Infinite, the real 
Eternal is Love. God is Love, and he who loveth is 
born of God. God only knows the love of God, and he 
to whom the Son of God reveals it. We need the love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts. It is the love of Christ 
that constraineth us, which passeth knowledge, casteth 
out bondage, worketh no ill, purifying the heart. Of God, 
it leadeth to God, and maketh us God like. Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
The end of life is not a thought nor words, but actions 
for others' good. Thus Dorcas died regretted. So Paul, 
John, Carey, &c. But Jesus is the great Example. 

" Teach me my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see : 
And what I do in anything, 
To do it as for Thee ! 

To scorn the senses' sway, 

While still to Thee I tend ; 
In all I do be Thou the way, 

In all be Thou the end. 

All may of Thee partake ; 

Nothing so small can be, 
But draws when acted for Thy sake, 

Greatness and worth from Thee. 

If done beneath thy laws. 

E'en servile labours shine ; 
Hallowed is toil of this the cause. 

The meanest work divine." 

Rejoicing love a characteristic of the kingdom. 
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XXXIII. A Merciless Servant. 

Wherefore, likened was the kingdom of the heavens to a man, a king, 
who wished to settle an account with his servants. And when he began 
to settle, there was brought unto him one debtor of ten thousand talents. 
And he not having wherewith to pay, the master ordered him to be sold, 
and his wife, and the children, and all things as many as he had, and 
payment to be made. Falling down, therefore, the servant was 
worshipping him, saying, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
And moved with compassion, the master of that servant released him 
and forgave him the debt. And going out, that servant found one of his 
fellow-servants who was owing him a hundred denaries ; and securing 
him, was seizing him by the throat, saying, pay, if anything thou owest. 
Falling down, therefore, his fellow-servant was beseeching him, saying, 
have patience with me, and I will pay thee. He however was not 
willing, but went away and cast him into prison, until he should pay 
that which was owing. Therefore, his fellow-servants, seeing the 
things which were done, were grieved exceedingly ; and went and dis- 
tinctly declared to their own master all the things which were done. 
Then, calling him near, his master says to him, evil servant, all that 
debt forgave I thee, because thou didst beseech me; was it not 
binding on thee also to have mercy on thy fellow-servant, as even I on 
thee had mercy ? And provoked to anger, his master delivered him up 
to the torturers, until he should pay all that which was owing. In like 
manner also My Heavenly Father will do to you, if ye forgive not, 
€ach one his brother, from your hearts. Matt, xviii. 23-35. 

EXPOSITION. 

Forgiveness is the leading thought in this parable. 
The contrast between the king's forgiveness and the 
unforgiving spirit of the merciless servant is very striking. 
Particularly solemn and impressive is the conclusion. In 
like manner also my heavenly Father will do to you, if 
ye forgive not each one his brother from your hearts. 

The Eastern imagery is vivid, the master ordering the 
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debtor to be sold with his wife and the childreij, and all 
that he had, delivering them to the torturers — Eastern 
jailers were such, exacting all they could and making a 
gain of their place and power. 

How fearful to be unforgiven our long account of sin. 
Yet if we forgive not, neither shall we be forgiven : hence 
the prayer Jesus tells us to offer to our heavenly Father,. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you : but if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. If thy 
brother repent, forgive him, even unto seventy times 
seven. Luke xvii. Matt, xviii. 21. Exemplified by the 
gracious Teacher on the cross : Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. They knew, indeed, their 
conduct to be wicked ; with wicked hands they crucified 
the King of glory ; but they knew neither the extent nor 
nature of the guilt they contracted ; for, had they known, 
they would not have killed the Prince of life. So striking 
and instructive are the contrasts of Scripture ; so rich 
the theme of forgiveness. 

" Forgiveness! 'tis a joyful sound, 
To rebel sinners doomed to die, 
Publish the bliss the world around ; 
Ye seraphs shout it from the sky I 

'Tis the rich gift of love divine : 
'Tis full, out-measuring every crime : 
Unclouded shall its glories shine, 
And feel no change by changing time. 

O'er sins unnumbered as the sand, 
And like the mountains for their size. 
The seas of sovereign grace expand : — 
The seas of sovereign grace arise. 
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For this stupendous love of heaven, 
What grateful honour shall we show ? 
Where much transgression is forgiven, 
Let love with equal ardour glow. 

By this inspired, let all our days 
With various holiness be crowned ; 
Let truth, and goodness, prayer and praise 
In all abide, in all abound." 

Forgiveness a law of the kingdom. 



XXXIV. A Good Samaritan. 

A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and with 
robbers fell in. who both stripped him, and inflicting wounds, went off» 
leaving him half dead. And by chance, a certain priest, was coming 
<lown in that road ; and beholding him passed by on the other side. 
And in like manner a Levite also, coming down to the place, and 
beholding, passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, going 
on his way came down to him ; and beholding him, was moved with 
compassion, and coming near, bound up his bruises, pouring thereon 
oil and wine ; and setting him on his own beast, brought him into an 
inn and took care of him. And on the morrow, throwing out two 
denaries, he gave them to the innkeeper, and said, take care of him ; 
and whatsoever thou mayest further spend, I when I am coming back 
will repay thee. Which therefore of these three seems to thee to have 
'become neighbour to him who fell among the robbers ? And he said 
He who did that which was merciful with him. And Jesus said to him, 
be taking thy journey, and thou be doing in like manner 1 Luke x. 30-37. 

EXPOSITION. 

Neighbour in the mouth of Jesus is a word of far larger 
extent than in the use of the Jews. They confined it to 
themselves. The question of the lawyer showed no tender 
anxiety for light as to the way of life, but rather curiosity 
as to the ability of Jesus, the Galilean Teacher. The 
reply to the question, — ^Teacher, by doing what may I 
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. inherit everlasting life ? was fitting to a doctor of the law^ 
and put the lawyer to the test. In the law what has been 
written ? How dost thou read ? The lawyer's answer 
was like that Jesus himself gave to another lawyer some 
time afterwards. Matt. xii. 29-33. Jesus says to this 
lawyer, Rightly didst thou answer; this be doing, and thou 
shalt live, laying such emphasis on this, as to indicate^ 
without expressing it, where the real difficulty to a sinner lay, 
and thus turning the tables on the questioning lawyer, 
who, wishing to justify himself, asks now. And who is my 
neighbour ? He, lawyer-like, desiring to get himself out 
of the difficulty, throws on Jesus the definition of neigh- 
bour, which the Jews confined to their own nation, 
excluding Samaritans and Gentiles. The parable shews 
the insight of Jesus, the Galilean Teacher, into the breadth 
of the law and the waywardness of men. Observe, too, He 
does not define, but describes by illustration. This is charac- 
teristic of Jesus. He avoids disputing about words, but 
He closes with His hearers about things. He goes right 
home to their heads and hearts together. He shows that 
He knows what is in man. A certain man, a Jew, was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, a distance of 
nineteen miles, north-east, a deep and very fertile hollow; 
and the road rocky and desolate, was a notorious haunt 
of robbers, then and for ages after, and even to this day* 
Jericho, the second city of Judea, was a city of the priests 
and Levites, and thousands of them lived there. The 
two here mentioned may have been returning from temple 
duties, but they had not learnt what that means, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice. The priest and the Levite 
saw the wounded man, came and looked on him, and then 
deliberately pass by on the other side, although the law 
required them to aid even the beast, not only of their 
brethren, but of their enemy. Deut. xxii. 4 ; Ex. xxiii. 4, 5^ 
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But one, excommunicated by the Jews, a Samaritan (a 
bye- word among them for heretic and demon; John 
viii. 48), had compassion on him ; his best is mentioned 
first : for he who gives outward things gives something 
external to himself, but he who imparts compassion and 
tears gives him something /y(w« his very self. No doubt the 
priest and Levite had their excuses. It is not safe to be 
lingering here ; besides, he is past recovery; and, perhaps, 
suspicion may rest upon ourselves. So might the Sama- 
ritan have reasoned, and with more reason, but did not ; 
nor did he say, He is a Jew, who would have no dealings 
with me (John iv. 9), and why should I with him ? Instead 
of acting thus, he poured on his bruises oil and wine, the 
remedies used in such cases in the East; Isa. i. 6; the 
wine to cleanse the wounds, and the oil to ease their 
smartings, and puts the Jew on his own beast, himself 
walking, and bears him safely to the inn, took care of 
him, and on the morrow, when leaving, commits him to 
the care of the inn-keeper, giving him two denaries, equal 
to two days* pay of a labourer, and enough for several 
days* support, and promises, on his return, to defray any 
further expense. Which was neighbour to him that fell 
among the robbers ? 

One is lost in wonder and admiration at the patience 
and condescension of Jesus in dealing with the conceited 
creatures who thought to ensnare the Teacher so infi- 
nitely above them in holiness, wisdom, and love. What 
matchless forbearance and winning tenderness in His 
converse with them. Observe, Jesus* treats the question. 
Who is my neighbour, that is. Whom am I to love as my 
neighbour? in so thorough a way, and so pointed a manner 
as to bring out the character of the man who shews neighbourli- 
ness by love, and then asks. Who is the man that shews 
that love, drawing from the lawyer a reply very different ♦ 
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from what the lawyer liked to give, leading him to con- 
demn his own nation, and those of them who should have 
been the most exemplary, making him commend one of a 
deeply hated race. And the lawyer does so, but it is 
craftily done; he does not frankly say, the Samaritan, 
but " He that did that which was merciful unto him." 
The circumlocution is significant. Jesus said to him: 
Be taking thy journey, and thou, be doing in like manner. 
Well may David Brown exclaim, " O matchless, exquisite 
teaching. What new fountains of earthly charity has not 
this opened up in the human spirit, rivers in the wilder- 
ness, streams in the desert ! What noble Christian 
institutions have not such words founded, all unthought-of 
till that wondrous One came to bless this heartless world 
of ours with His incomparable love, first in words and 
then in deeds, which have translated His words into flesh 
and blood, and poured the life of them into that humanity 
which He made His own. Was this parable now designed 
to magnify the law of love and to shew who fulfils it, and 
who not ? And who did this as never man did it, as our 
Brother Man, our Neighbour," 

Is not this parable the story of the love of God to man ? 

" Love Divine I all love excelling 

Joy of heaven to earth come down ; 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

All Thy faithful mercies crown ; 
Jesus Thou art all compassion 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art ; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 

Enter every longing heart I 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast 1 
Let us all in Thee inherit. 

Let us find Thy promised rest ; 
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Take away the love of sizmingi 

Alpha and Omega, be ; 
End of faith, as its beginning. 

Set our hearts at liberty. 

Come Almighty to deliver. 

Let us all Thy grace receive 1 
Suddenly return and never. 

Never, more Thy temples leave ; 
Thee we would be always blessing, 

Praise Thee as Thy hosts above, ^ 

Serve and worship without ceasing ; 

Glory in Thy precious love. 

Finish then Thy new creation ; 

Pure and spotless may we be ; 
Let us see our whole salvation 

Perfectly secured by Thee ; 
Changed from glory into glory. 

Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder love and praise." 

Neighbourliness is a law of the kingdom. 



XXXV. Friend at Midnight. 

Who from among you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at 
midnight, and say to him. Friend I supply me with three loaves, for as 
much as a friend of mine came off a journey unto me, and I have not 
what I may set before him ; and he from within answering may say. Be 
not molesting me 1 just now the door has been fastened, and my children, 
with me, are in bed, I am unable to arise and give thee. I say to you, 
even though he will not give him, because of his being a friend of his ; 
because at least of this importunity, he will arise and give him as many 
as he is needing. And I to you say, be asking and it shall be given unto 
you ; be seeking and ye shall find ; be knocking, and it shall be opened 
to you. For every one who is asking is receiving ; and he who is seek- 
ing is finding ; and to him who is knocking shall it be opened. And 
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which is the father among you, whom his son shall ask for a loaf, who 
will give him a stone ; or a fish, also, who instead of a fish, will give 
him a serpent ; or shall, also ask an egg, who will give him a scorpion ? 
If therefore ye, being evil, know how to be giving good gifts to your 
children, how much rather will the Father who is of heaven give Holy 
Spirit to those who are asking Him ? Luke xi. 5-13. 

EXPOSITION. 

The parable shews that as the heat in warm countries 
makes evening preferable for travelling, midnight calls 
sometimes took place, although midnight is everywhere 
a most unseemly and unseasonable hour of call, and for 
that very reason is here selected, making the man insen- 
sible both to the urgency of the case and the claims of 
friendship, so that for a time he declines to get up anc^ 
give the three loaves; at last the importunity of his 
friend, his continued asking, induces him to give to get 
quiet. When once up, he feels all the claims of friendship 
and of necessity, and gives him as many as he is needing. 

The Teacher means that, if the self-indulgent, for a time 
deaf to friendship and necessity, can, after a positive 
refusal, be won over by sheer persistency to do all that is 
needed, how much rather may the same determined perse- 
verance in prayer be expected to prevail with Him who 
is the Father in heaven, whose very nature is rich unto 
all who call upon Him, giving the Holy Spirit also to 
those who are asking Him. Be asking, and it shall be 
given unto you ; be seeking, and ye shall find ; be knocking 
and the door shall be opened. 

•* Gracious Spirit ! dwell with me ; 
I myself would gracious be ; 
And with words that help and heal ; 
Would Thy life in mine reveal : 
And with actions bold and meek. 
Would for Christ my Saviour speaJc. 
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Truthful Spirit I dwell with me, 
I myself would truthful be, 
And with wisdom kind and clear, 
Let Thy life in mine appear ; 
And with actions brotherly. 
Speak my Lord's sincerity. 

Tender Spirit ! dwell with me ; 
I myself would tender be : 
Shut my heart up like a flower. 
At temptation's darksome hour ; 
Open it when shines the Sun, 
And His love by fragrance own. 

Mighty Spirit ! dwell with me ; 
I myself would mighty be ; 
Mighty so as to prevail. 
Where, unaided, man must fail ; 
Ever by a mighty hope, 
Pressing on and bearing up. 

Holy Spirit 1 dwell with me ; 

I myself would holy be ; 

Separate from sin, I would 

Choose and cherish all things good ; 

And whatever I can be. 

Give to Him. who gave me Thee." 

Perseverance is a law of the kingdom. 



XXXVI. The Good Shepherd. 

Verily ! verily I I say to you. He who does not enter through the 
jdoor into the fold of the sheep, but goes up from another place, he is a 
thief and a robber ; but he who enters through the door is shepherd of 
the sheep. To him the porter opens, and the sheep to his voice hearken, 
and his own sheep he calls by name and leads them forth. Whensoever 
all his own he may put forth, before them he moves on, and the sheep 
follow him, because they know his voice. A stranger, however, in no 
"wise will they follow, but will flee from him, because they do not 
know the voice of the stranger. This parable Jesus spoke to them ; but 



72 The Teacher's Parables. 

they did not perceive what things they might be of which He was 
speaking to them. Jesus, therefore, said again to them. Verily I verily t 
I say to you I am the door of the sheep. All as many as came before 
ME, are thieves and robbers ; but the sheep did not hearken to them,. 
I am the door : through me, if any one come in, he shall be saved ; and 
shall come in, and go out, and shall find pasture. The thief does not 
come, save that he may thieve and slay and destrpy. I came that life 
they might have, and above measure might have it. I am the good 
shepherd : the good shepherd his life lays down in behalf of the sheep. 
The hireling however, who also is not a shepherd, whose own the sheep 
are not, observes the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and 
the wolf seizes them and scatters ; because a hireling he is, and it does 
not concern him about the sheep. I am the good shepherd and am 
taking note of mine, and mine are taking note of me, according as the 
Father is taking note of me, and I am taking note of the Father ; and 
my life am I laying down in behalf of the sheep. And other sheep have 
I which are not of this fold ; them too it behoves me to bring, and to 
my voice will they hearken ; and there shall come to be one flock, one 
shepherd. For this reason the Father is loving me, because I am 
laying down my life, in order that I may receive it. No one is taking it 
away from me, but I am laying down from myself. Authority have I 
to lay it down, and authority have I again to receive it ; this command^ 
ment received I from my Father. John x. 1-18. 

EXPOSITION. 

In Eastern climes, as taught by the shepherds, the 
simple creature, the sheep, has this special characteristic 
among all animals, that it quickly hears the voice of the 
shepherd, follows no one else, depends entirely upon him» 
and seeks help from him alone ; cannot help itself, but is 
shut up to another's aid. 

The proper way into the sacred enclosure of God*s true 
people, and the right of free access is given by the Holy 
Spirit, and by Him to whom the sheep belong, the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep, whose own portrait is here drawn 
by Himself. The way into the fold for shepherds and 
sheep is by Jesus, the living way. False prophets and 
perverters of the people are as thieves and robbers, and 
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those taught of God are kept from seducers, and attach 

themselves to those who have the spirit of Jesus in them. 

Jesus came to impart and to preserve life, and without stint 

gives us life to enjoy, for the Good Shepherd His life lays 

down on behalf of His sheep. 

What a claim ! Yet all His teaching is in harmony 

with it, and involves His Deity. His power and right to 

lay down His life and take it again asserts and proved 

His Deity. His laying it down of Himself shows His 

design and willinghood in His death. He came into this 

world in flesh and blood that He might lay down His life 

in behalf of His sheep, and that they might know His voice. 

" The Redeemer's knowledge of us is the active element, 

penetrating us with His power and life; that of believers 

is the passive principle, the reception of His life and light. 

In this reception, however, an assimilation of the soul to 

the sublime Object of its knowledge and love, takes place, 

and thus an activity, though a derived one, is unfolded, 

which shews itself in obedience to His commands." From 

this mutual knowledge Jesus rises to another and a loftier 

reciprocity of knowledge. As the Father is taking note 

of me, and I am taking note of the Father, and my life I 

am laying down in behalf of the sheep, a statement of 

absolute equality joined with His human sacrificial death. 

The One glorious Person, reaching at once to the supreme 

throne, and down to the dust of death, the vicarious death 

of Jesus for the sheep, even the other sheep, not of the 

Jewish fold. Gentiles, already His sheep in the love of 

His heart and the purposes of His grace. Them too, it 

behoves me to bring, and to my voice will they hearken, 

and there shall come to be One flock, one Shepherd. 

" Oh for a finely tuned ear, the Shepherd's voice to hear and know : 
Both when it speaks distinct and clear, and when it whispers soft and low. 
Oh for an ear to list its call, when sounds it in the stormy hour; 
And when its accents gently fall, like dew upon the fainting flower. 



74 The Teacher's Parables, 

An ear to heed each warning word ; to hearken for each gracious tone ; 

And when the '* stranger's" voice is heard, to know it from the Shep- 
herd's own. 

But oh 1 when doubts aud fears shall dim the pathway of the Shepherd's 
choice, 

It's they who walk most close to Him, who best can hear His guiding 
voice. 

'Tis they whose path is safe from harm, 'tis they who know the good 
from ill ; 

And, strengthened by His mighty arm, are strong to do His holy will. 

Then grant me. Lord, the listening ear, aud grant the heaven-directed 
eye 

The faith that waits Thy voice to hear ; the love that keeps me ever 
nigh.'* 

Sacrificial shepherding and safety by Jfesus the nature of the 

kingdom. 



XXXVII. Chief Seats. 

And He was speaking unto the invited a parable, observing how the 
first couches they were choosing, saying unto them. Whensoever thou 
mayest be called by any one into a marriage feast, thou mayest not lie 
down into the first couch, lest once a more honourable than thou have 
been invited by him, and he who invited thee and him, coming, shall 
say to thee. Give to this one place ! and then shalt thou begin with 
shame the last place to occupy. But whensoever thou mayest be 
invited, moving on, fall back into the last place, and whensoever he who 
has invited thee may come, he shall say to thee. Friend, Come close up 
higher. Then shalt thou have glory before all who are reclining together 
with thee. Because every one who is exalting himself shall be humbled, 
and he who is humbling himself shall be exalted. Luke xiv. 7-1 1. 

EXPOSITION. 

Designed to inculcate not merely good manners, but to 
cultivate a spirit of humility and self-renunciation, which 
can only be acquired through the fear of God. A good 
understanding have all they who keep His commands. 
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Jesus delicately touches the whole subject by instancing 
a marriage feast, a different kind of entertainment to that 
of His host, and He puts in contrast the proud man 
choosing the first place, and removed by the host, to the 
last place, which he begins to take with shame. But, 
says Jesus, moving on with the invited, as they enter the 
house, fall back into the last place, when the Master 
comes, he will see thee, and say. Friend, Come close up, 
higher, and give thee glory, honour, before all reclining 
with thee. The modest, worthy guest only is called Friend. 
In Prov. XXV. 6, 7, a similar lesson is taught. Put not 
forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in 
the place of great men, for better that it be said to thee, 
Come up higher, than that thou shouldest be put lower in 
the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen ; 
but, as Brown well remarks, it was reserved for the 
matchless Teacher to utter articulately and apply to the 
regulation of the minutest features of social life, such 
great laws of the kingdom as. Because every one who is 
exalting himself shall be humbled, and he who is humbling 
himself shall be exalted I Matt, xviii. i. i Pet. iii. 4; 
V. 5, 6. 

•• Lord, if Thou Thy grace impart, 

Poor in spirit, meek in heart, 

I shall as my Master be, 

Rooted in humility : 

Simple, teachable, and mild, 
Changed into a little child ; 
Pleased with all the Lord provides. 
Weaned from all the world besides. 

Father, fix my soul on Thee, 
Every evil let me flee ; 
Nothing want beneath, above, 
Happy in redeeming love." 

Humility an essential law of the kingdom. 
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XXXVIII. A Great Supper. 

A certain man was making a great supper, and invited many. And 
he sent forth his servant at the hour of the supper, to say to the 
invited, Be coming ! because even now. all things are ready. And all 
began with one consent to beg to be excused. The first said to him, 
a field I bought, and have need to go out and see it : I request thee I 
hold me excused. And another said, Five yoke of oxen, I bought, and 
am on my way to prove them : I request thee, hold me excused. And 
another said, A wife I married ; and on this account I am not able to 
come. And coming near, the servant reported to his master these 
things. Then, provoked to anger, the householder said to his servant. 
Go out quickly into the broadways and streets of the city, and the 
destitute, and tried, and blind, and lame, bring them in here. And the 
servant said, Master ! it has been done, what thou didst order ; and yet 
there is room. And the master said unto the servant. Go out among 
the highways and fences, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled ! For I say to you, that not one of those men who have 
been invited shall taste of my Supper. Luke xiv. 16-24. 

EXPOSITION. 

One who heard the words of Jesus on doing good, said, 
Blessed is whosoever shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
God. His mind was filled with the great happiness of the 
great feast in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus says, the 
great feast has been prepared, and by many declined ; the 
invitations have been sent forth, and by many neglected ; 
yet there shall not lack abundance of guests, although 
those who slight, shall not eat of it ; and many slighted by 
the despisers of the feast, destitute ones, tried, blind, lame, 
shall fill their places at the feast and bless the giver's 
name. All was passing before their eyes, could they but 
see it, yet the care of this world, the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the pleasures of this life, were leading to the 
neglect of the gracious invitation. Each neglecter refuses 
on a different ground ; eaph begs to be excused, as other* 
things, he deems more pressing, require attention ; each 
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refuser will, when too late, become a petitioner ; for the 
Master, provoked to anger at the slight put upon His 
gracious feast, will not suffer them to taste of His supper; 
they will find their own, and eat of the fruit of their own 
ways. 

The sovereignty of Jesus in connexion with the extension 
of His spiritual kingdom to all the earth is very evident 
When those who first refused, afterwards seek to come, 
He will not allow one of them to taste it : not one of those 
men shall taste of My supper. Goodness, justice, and 
sovereignty are here combined and are quite consistent. 

*' My Saviour and my Lord 

My conqueror and my King I 

Thy sceptre and Thy sword, 

Thy reigning grace I sing 
Thine is the Power, behold I sit 
In willing bonds beneath Thy feet." 

Sovereignty is characteristic of the king in his kingdom. 



XXXIX. Building of Tower. 

For who from among you, wishing to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost ; whether he has for completion ? lest once, he 
having laid a foundation, and not being able to finish, all who are 
looking on may begin to mock at him, saying, This man began to build, 
and was not able to finish. Luke xiv. 28-30. 

EXPOSITION. 

Common sense teaches men not to begin any costly 
work without first considering whether they have means 
to complete it. He who does otherwise exposes himself 
to general ridicule. It is surely not less needful to con- 
sider whether we can bear the cross we shall have to 
take up and carry, respecting self-denial in the social 
circle, in matters pertaining to self, even to our life, 
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and to the Scripture following of the ways that are in 
Christ Jesus, by which alone we prove ourselves able to 
be His disciples. This is searching and striking language: 
If any one is coming unto Me, and is not hating his father 
and mother and wife and children, and brothers, and 
sisters, further also even his own life, he is not able to be 
My disciple. And whosoever is not bearing his cross, and 
coming after Me, is not able to be My disciple. 

" A soul inured to pain, to hardship, grief and loss ; 
Bold to take up, firm to maintain, my dear Redeemer's cross : 
Lord, let me still abide, nor from my hope remove, 
Till Thou my patient spirit guide into Thy perfect love." 

Consideration a requirement of the kingdom. 



XL,. War of Kings. 

Or what king, joume)ring to encounter another king in battle, does 
not sit down first, and take counsel, whether he is able, with ten thou- 
sands to meet him who with twenty thousands is coming upon him- 
And if not by any means : he still being afar off, sending an embassy 
requests the conditions of peace. In this way then, every one of you 
who is not bidding farewell to all his own goods is not able to be my 
disciple. Luke xiv. 31-33. 

EXPOSITION. 

A wise king will not enter on a war with another king 
unless he feels that if the odds are against him, even two 
to one, he has trustworthy helps, so as to be able to stand 
his ground and beat his foe. If he cannot rely on his 
help or resources, he will use wise counsel and make the 
best terms of peace he can. Even so, in the warfare each 
has to engage in as the disciple of Jesus, each must see to 
it that he counts the circumstances with due consideration, 
and takes counsel and knowledge of his helpers, that he 
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may hold out and win the day, or else not commence the 
enterprise. Two things are clearly taught: i. Better not 
begin, than begin and not finish. 2 Pet. ii. 20-22. Rev. 
iii. 15 2. Understand your helps, and carry on the war 
or decline it accordingly. Eph. vi. 11. In the great 
spiritual warfare faith overcomes the world ; i John v. 4 ; 
out of weakness makes us strong ; Heb. xi. 34. We come 
off more than conquerors through Jesus. But without 
absolute surrender of self and implicit reliance on Jesus, 
the conflict is hopeless. Eph. vi. 13. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 

** Soldiers of Christ arise 1 and put your armour on ; 
Strong in the strength which God supplies, through His Eternal Son. 

Strong in the Lord of hosts, and in His mighty power ; 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts, is more than conqueror. 

Stand then in His great might, with all His strength endued ; 
And take to arm you for the fight, the panoply of God. 

Jesus hath died for you ; what can His love withstand ? 

Believe, hold fast your shield, and who shall pluck you from His hand 

From strength to strength go on. wrestle, and fight, and pray ; 
Tread all the powers of darkness down, and win the well fought day 

Then having all things done, and every conflict past ; 

Accepted each through Christ alone, you shall be crowned at last." 

Intelligent acquaintance with our work and our helpers required 

by the kingdom. 



XLI. A Lost Sheep. 

And there were drawing near to Him all the tax-collectors and the 
sinners, to be listening to Him. And both the Pharisees and the Scribes 
were murmuring, saying. This One is receiving sinners and eating with 
them 1 But He spoke unto them this parable, saying, What man from 
among you, having one hundred sheep and may lose from among them 
one, is not leaving behind the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and journey- 
ing after the lost one, till he find it ? And, finding it, he puts it on his 
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shoulders rejoicing; and coming into the house, calls together the friends 
and the neighhours, saying to them, Rejoice with me ; because I found 
my sheep the lost one. I tell you that thus joy will be in the heaven 
over one sinner repenting rather than over ninety-nine righteous 
ones, who indeed have no need of repentance. Luke xv. 1-7. 

EXPOSITION. 

The lost sheep, through its stupidity, is helplessly gone 
but for the tender shepherd's care, whose love induces 
Him to seek the lost one till He find it. Jesus will seek 
out and use all the diversified means necessary to recovery. 
The joy is striking. Great joy is too much to be enjoyed 
alone ; we can bear it only when we share it with others. 

Who can the ninety-nine righteous ones be who indeed 
have no need of repentance? The well-behaved sheep 
in the fold who did not stray, and needed no repentance 
for a sin they did not commit ; the well-beloved brother 
of the profligate son, who serving the father at no time 
transgressed his commands outrageously as did the 
profligate. 

Sinless men there are none ; but many are free from out- 
rageous, stupid, and wilful disobedience and sensual 
degradation, such as characterised the sheep going 
astray, and the profligate son who most unnaturally left 
his father, injured him, reduced his means of living by 
withdrawing so much capital from working his ground, 
and greatly distressed him as well as degraded himself by 
wasting his substance in riotous living, and with harlots, 
and so found out for himself that by means of a whorish 
woman, a man is brought to a piece of bread. Prov. ii. 
16-19, v. 3-23, vi. 24-35, vii. 5.27, ix. 13-18. 

But Jesus receives sinners, seeks them out to save them, 
and makes the salvation of each an occasion of personal 
and general rejoicing in heaven. 
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" I Mras a wandering sheep, I did not love the fold : 
I did not love my Shepherd's voice, I would not be controlled. 

I was a wayward child ; I did not love my home ; 

I did not love my Father's voice ; I loved a£ar to roam. 

The Shepherd sought His sheep ; the Father sought His child : 
They followed me o'er vale and hill, o'er desert waste and wild. 

They found me nigh to death, famished and faint and lone ; 

They bound me with the bands of love ; they saved the wandering one.*' 

Joyful Recovery of the Helpless characteristic of the Kingdom. 



XLII. The Lost Coin. 

Or what woman, having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does 
not light a lamp, and sweep the house, and seek carefully until she find 
it ? And finding, she calls together the female friends and neighbours, 
saying, Rejoice with me I because I found the drachma which I lost. 
Thus, I tell you, there arises joy in presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner repenting. Luke xv. 8-10. 

EXPOSITION. 

Perhaps the great bulk of sinners are like the lost coin, 
unconscious of their lost condition, respectable sinners, 
like the coin with the king's image, but worthless because 
lost, and of value sevenpence halfpenny when found, and 
lost without hope of recovery, but for the Seeker's Love, 
and careful use of means to find it, and employ it in His 
service. 

The utter unconsciousness of their condition is the 
greatest danger sinners are in, they are lost and yet know 
it not. Will any think of this, and learn their state and 
repent ? In this parable Jesus does not say, joy will be 
in the heaven, but there arises joy in presence of the angels of 
Gody over one sinner repenting. 

The Great Shepherd, the Great Owner Himself rejoices 

G 
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over His own recovered property, but so great is His joy 
that He cannot keep it to Himself, His whole celestial 
family is called together, Rejoice with Me for I have found 
My sheep My drachma. 

The application of this to those publicans and sinners 
received by Jesus is glorious to contemplate. The 
Pharisees and Scribes turned from these lost ones in 
disdain, and murmured because Jesus received them. A 
diflferent feeling says Jesus, is excited in Heaven, there 
the recovery of the helpless, the lost, the dead is hailed 
with joy, even one recovered fills all Heaven with 
rejoicing praise. And, now, the Good Shepherd is still 
going after His lost sheep — the Great Owner is making 
careful search for His lost property. He is finding and 
bringing back with joy, ** for all that the Father hath 
given Me shall come unto Me, and him that cometh I will 
in no wise cast out." 

" The vile, the lost, He calls to them. 
Ye trembling souls appear ! 
The righteous in their own esteem 
Have no acceptance here. 

Approach, ye poor, nor dare refuse 

The banquet spread for you, 
Dear Saviour, this is welcome news, 

Then I may venture too. 

If guilt and sin afford a plea, 

And may obtain a place, 
Surely, the Lord will welcome me, 

And I shall see His face." 

Joyjxd Recovery of the Lost Characteristic of the Kingdom. 
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XLIII. The Profligate Son. 

And he said, a certain man had two sons, and the younger of them 
said to the father, Father ! give me the due share of the substance. And 
he divided to them the living. And after not many days, gathering 
together all things, the younger son went from home into a distant land ; 
and there squandered his substance, living in riotous excess. And when 
he had spent all there arose a mighty famine along that land ; and he 
began to be coming short ; And taking his journey he joined himself to 
one of the citizens of that land, and he sent him into his fields to be 
feeding swine. And he was longing to fill his belly from the pods which 
the swine were eating, and no one was giving to him. But, coming to 
himself, he said, how many hired servants of my father have more than 
enough of loaves, and I, here, with famine, am perishing ! Arising, I 
will journey unto my father, and will say to him. Father ! I sinned 
against the heaven, and before thee : no longer am I worthy to be called 
a son of thine ; make me as one of thy hired servants ! and arising, he 
came unto his father. And while yet he was holding afar off, his father 
saw him ; and was moved with compassion ; and running, fell on his 
neck, and tenderly kissed him. And the son said to him. Father t I 
sinned against the heaven ; and before thee ; no longer am I worthy to 
be called a son of thine. But the father said unto the servants, quick ! 
bring out a robe, the best ! and put on him ; and give a ring for his 
hand, and sandals for his feet ; and be bringing the fatted calf: sacrifice ! 
and let us eat and make merry : because this my son was dead and 
came to life again ; had been lost, and was found ! And they began to be 
making merry. But his elder son was in a field ; and as in coming he 
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And calling one 
of the youths, he inquired what these things might be I And he said to 
him, thy brother has arrived : and thy father sacrificed the fatted calf, 
because safe and sound, he received him back ! And he was provoked 
to anger, and was not willing to go in. But his father coming out was 
beseeching him. But he answering, said to his father. Behold 1 so many 
years as these am I serving thee; and at no time, a command of thine 
did I transgress, and, to me, at no time, gavest thou a kid, that with my 
friends, I might make merry. But, when this thy son, who devoured 
thy living with the harlots, came, thou didst sacrifice, for him, the 
fatted calf. But he said to him, Child thou, always with me, art : and 
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all my possessions are thine ! But to make merry and rejoice there was 
need ; because this thy brother was dead, and came to life, and had 
been lost, and was found. Luke xv. 11-32. 

EXPOSITION. 

Bearing in mind that these parables are designed as an 
answer to the remark '* This one receiveth sinners and 
eateth with them." Jesus by a series of parables shews 
how truly this is the very design of God's kingdom 
amongst men; that but for this design, God would not 
have concerned Himself with the wonderful provision for 
the manifestation of His justice and mercy in the birth > 
life, death, and resurrection of His Son Jesus. And what 
an array of facts illustrative of the saving Name, and the 
reign of grace have we in the Parables of Jesus. 

The whole scheme of redemption may be seen in them> 
as in the miracles which Jesus wrought, and the declara- 
tions of His character and works exhibiting the Father 
and the God to a rebellious race. The marvellous 
manner in which they progressively unfold the require- 
ments and characteristics of God*s Kingdom, is itself 
instructive, and the charming simplicity yet obvious 
relevancy of the narratives in which so much spiritual 
truth relating to the spiritual kingdom is placed before us 
with a vividness and reality unequalled in the history of 
our race, is a kind of self-evidence to the kingdom and 
the king. 

Tax collectors and sinners were drawn around Jesus 
by the adaptation of His teaching to their cases. There 
was nothing in the teaching of the Pharisees and Scribes 
to attract them. They cared for no man's soul and hence 
they murmured at Jesus, saying, " This one receiveth 
sinners and eateth with them." They meant to insinuate 
that He must have secret sympathy with their sins. 
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They could not understand how He the Holy One, who 
did no sin, and in whose mou,th was no guile found, could 
sympathise with their lost condition, and so mingle with 
them, and teach them, as to save them. These Scribes 
and Pharisees, {hextiore^ uttered all unconsciously ^ as on other 
occasions, a truth of unspeakable preciousness, on which 
the hopes of the guilty have rested from then till now. 
And to illustrate that truth as characteristic of peculiari- 
ties in His kingdom, Jesus here represents sinners in three 
different classes, all comprehensive and encouraging to 
the guilty to come to Him, and all setting forth the joy 
of heaven, the joy of God, the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
before angels, at the recovery of the helpless, the lost, and 
the dead. 

Here in the profligate son, the younger son, weary of 
restraint and of the quiet pursuits of home life, restless 
for independence, not liking the check of a father's eye 
{" like man impatient of God's control, desiring to be inde- 
pendent of God, seeking to be his own master, that sin of 
sins, in which all subsequent sins are included as in their 
germ, for they are but the unfolding of this one"), demands 
the division of the substance, would rob and impoverish 
his father, limit his resources, and cut his feelings to the 
quick to satisfy his own selfish desires : and the father 
divided to them the living. So " God, when His service 
no ibnger appears a perfect freedom, and man promises 
himself something far better elsewhere, allows him to 
make the trial ; and he shall discover, if need be, by 
saddest proof, thdt to depart from Him is not to throw 
off the yoke, but to exchange a light yoke for a heavy one, 
and one gracious Master for a thousand imperious t)rrants 
and lords." (Trench.) Wild with his new-found freedom 
and resources, and eager to use them at his will in a 
distant land, beyond all danger of interference from home. 



86 The Teacher^s Parables. 

he squandered his substance, living in riotous excess ; and 
by means of a whorish woman, a man is soon brought to 
a piece of bread, and to have poverty enough. When he 
had spent all, there arose a mighty famine along that land* 
The famine arising in providence just when it would be 
most severely felt, ** as the storm did not overtake Jonah 
till he was on the. mighty deep at the mercy of the 
waves." 

At the first stage of his bitter experience and prepara- 
tion for a change, he began to be coming short, and 
taking his journey he joined himself to one of the 
citizens of that land, and he sent him into his fields to be 
feeding swine, unable to brook the shame of return, and 
glad to keep life in him anyhow, he sunk into a swineherd, 
a vile employment in Jewish esteem, on account of the 
prohibition of swine's flesh. As Trench says, " He who 
begins by using the world as a servant to minister to his 
pleasures, ends by becoming the servant of the world,'* 
he was longing to fill his belly with the pods (the fruit 
which grows on the carob tree, still used in Palestine as 
fodder for cattle, and also serving for the poorest of the 
people in times of distress) the swine were eating* 
Swinish lusts had brought him to swinish food. And no 
one was giving to him anything better or caring for him 
at all. As Brown says, "This was his lowest depth, 
perishing unpitied, alone in the world, and ready to 
disappeai; from it unmissed. But this is just the blessed 
turning-point, midnight before the dawn of day." But 
coming to himself. Before he had been beside himself; 
madness was in his heart; suffering and reflection on 
what he was, and whence he came, and what he might 
be, led him to think of his father, and the condition of his 
hired servants, for he said. How many hired servants 
of my father have more than enough of loaves. What a 
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testimony to the nature of the home he had wilfully left I 
Although he knew all this, and every day of his sorrow 
felt it, yet during his selfish, sinful course he thought not 
of it, neither valued it; but now, desolate, in want, perish- 
ing alone in hunger, its peace, plenty, and comfort come 
to remembrance, and warm into a living, powerful picture, 
so deeply affecting his heart that he says, I will arise, and 
journey to my father, and will say to him, Father ! I sinned 
against the heaven and before thee; no longer am I worthy 
to be called a son of thine ; make me as one of thy hired 
servants. " Exquisitely touching and simple terms I suit- 
able for all penitents; for, although no more worthy to be 
called a son, the profligate feels his degraded, defiled, 
abused, renounced relationship, remaining a son, and 
asks to be made as one of the servants. Here is humility 
wrought out of the discipline. Once it was any place 
rather than home ; now it is any place at home rather 
than elsewhere ; any work, happy only to be there at all. 
This is conversion; old familiar things seen in a new 
light and for the first time, as realities of overwhelming 
magnitude and power." (Brown.) How all this was 
brought about, the process going on in the mind, is not 
far to seek, but the how is not necessary here. It is the 
fact, and the welcome home to the penitent sinner, that is 
set forth. No matter how, he came to himself, arose, and 
returned to his father. And arising he journeyed to his 
father. The promptitude and energy worthy of all imita- 
tion. While he was yet some way off, the father, always 
looking out for him with a yearning heart, saw him, and 
running, fell on his neck and tenderly kissed him. No 
reproving word, no repelling look; a warm, tender melting 
welcome in all his rags and wretchedness. This is our 
Father in heaven ; and his warm, loving welcome drove 
out all servile fear, and rekindled the fihal in his son's 
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heart, that half his purposed confession was kissed away, 
and no time left for it ; for he had not got more than 
Father! I have sinned against the heaven and before 
thee, than the Father's voice is heard — Quick, bring out a 
robe, the best, and put on him ; and give a ring for his 
hand, and sandals for his feet, and be bringing the fatted 
calf; sacrifice, and let us eat and make merry, because 
this my son was dead, and came to life again ; had been 
lost, and was found. Our Father knows all, and thus 
manifests the riches of His grace to us ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but rather that all should come to 
repentance. Robe, ring, sandals, — a threefold s)anbol of 
freedom, honour, and reconciliation. And here let us 
leave them making glad over the fatted calf, rejoicing in 
the recovery of the lost and the dead. 

The elder brother was engaged on his father's business 
in one of the fields, and as in coming he drew near the 
house, he heard music jind dancing. Inquiring of one of 
the youths what these things meant, he was told. Thy 
brother has arrived, and thy father sacrificed the fatted 
calf, because safe and sound he hath received him back. 
He was angry and not willing to go in. This elder brother 
was wrong, and might have been justly left outside, but 
that the same compassion that led the father to fall on 
the neck of the profligate now led him to plead with the 
elder brother, who, shame to say, repelled rudely his 
father's entreaty. Behold so many years as these, etc., a 
speech full of misrepresentation^ misapprehension and unnatural 
feeling. The sacrifice of the fatted calf was not for the 
gratification of the profligate, but to express the father's 
joy at his recovery. The grudging of pardon and welcome 
to the brother was unnatural and cruel. The casting up 
of his brother's sins, and the spirit of self-righteousness in 
the contrast he drew between himself and his brother. 
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and the wrong he did his father in imputing to him 
injustice and partiality, all expose him to severe repre- 
hension. But is there nothing akin to all this in the 
feelings often indulged by those who have not been out- 
rageous, sensual, or degraded sinners, towards the free 
mercy and joyful reception of profligates by Jesus ? The 
self-righteous spirit has been evinced by many an elder 
brother, who has been in mercy drawn to serve God in 
his youth, on the recovery of a notorious and reckless 
reprobate, who, just at the deepest pitch of his guilt and 
ruin, arises and returns to the home he had abandoned 
and the father he had grieved and injured. The same 
compassion induces the father to bear with the elder son : 
Child, thou always with me art, etc. The simple state- 
ment of the facts was best adapted to show the elder 
brother his error, and bring him to reason and right feel- 
ing. The deeper sunk and the longer estranged, the 
greater the joy of recovery. A consideration too of the 
solemn fact that every sin pays its price, that repentance 
and forgiveness do not obliterate all the traces of sin, 
although the guilt is pardoned, for whatsoever a man 
soweth that he also reaps. There are recollections of 
past sins with temptations in them, old habits that have 
to be struggled with and kept in subjection, the old man 
to be crucified ; hard work with deep sorrows ; not mere 
change, but a putting off the old man and putting on the 
new, true and upward progress. Gal. v. 16-25. ^^^ 
father felt this; so should we. Then we need not overlook 
the deep abiding complacency of God with those whose 
life-long fidelity through His grace please Him — a fidelity 
constant but not faultless, so that let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall, i Cor. x. 12. 

The spirit of the father must animate us ; the love of 
the Father, Son, and Spirit dwell in us. Let this mind 
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be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in 
the form of God, thought not his being equal with God a 
thing to be held fast, but He emptied Himself, of His 
glory and took upon Him the form of a servant . . . and 
became obedient unto death. Phil. ii. 5-8. 

•* Who can describe the joys that rise. 
Through all the courts of Paradise, 
To see a prodigal return, 
To see an heir of glory bom ? 

With joy the Father doth approve 
The fruit of His eternal love ; 
The Son, with joy, looks down and sees 
The purchase of His agonies. 

The Spirit takes delight to view 
The holy soul He formed anew ; 
And saints and angels join to sing 
The growing empire of their King." 

Joyful recovery of the dead characteristic of the kingdom of the 

Father, 



XLIV. An Unjust Steward. 

There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and the same was 
accused to him as squandering his goods. And calling him, he said to 
him, what is this I am hearing about thee ? Render the account of thy 
stewardship: for thou canst not any longer be steward. And the 
steward said within himself. What may I do ? Because my master is 
taking away the stewardship from me ! To be digging I have not strength ! 
To be begging I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that whenever 
I might be removed out of. the stewardship, they might welcome me 
into their own houses. And, calling near each one of the debtors of his 
own master, he was saying to the first, How much owest thou my 
master ? And he said, a hundred baths of oil. And he said to him, 
kindly take thine accounts, and sitting down quickly write fifty ! After 
that to another he said, and how much dost thou owe ? And he said, a 
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hundred homers of wheat he says to him. kindly take thine accounts, 
and write eighty 1 And the master praised the steward of unrighteousness, 
because prudently he acted ; because the sons of this age are more 
prudent than the sons of light, respecting their own generation. And I 
to you say, Make for yourselves friends out of the mammon of unright- 
eousness, that whenever it may fail, they may welcome you into the 
everlasting habitations. The faithful in least, even in much is faithful ; 
and the unrighteous in least, even in much is unrighteous. If therefore, 
in the unrighteous mammon faithful ye did not become, the genuine 
who to you will entrust ; And if in what was anothers, faithful ye did 
not become, your own, who will give you ? No servant can be in service 
to two masters ; for either the one he will hate, and the other love ; or to 
one he will hold, and the other despise ; ye cannot be in service to God 
and to mammon. Luke xvi. 1-13, 

EXPOSITION. 

The one object of the unjust steward was that, when 
cast out of one house he might secure another. This is 
the principle of the parable ; Anything to succeed. But 
Jesus says, Trust must be honourably fulfilled ; gifts must 
be properly used. A father once wrote to a son, ** Money 
is the principal thing; get money; honourably, if you 
can ; but anyhow get money." ** There's a letter from a 
father to a son!" said that son, putting the letter into my 
hand. Such is man, when the love of money possesses 
him. The fraud here committed was not approved by the 
steward's master, although he praised his policy as indi- 
cating foresight and skilful adaptation of means to the 
end, he dismissed the steward from his service, as not fit 
to be entrusted with the stewardship- As to the praise of 
a bad action, worldly men generally think not so much of 
the principle of action as the skill and cleverness; and too 
often great crimes are lightly thought of, if great cunning 
has been exhibited in eflfecting them. This foresight and 
skill is more characteristic of the sons of the world than 
of the sons of light. Having indicated what worldly men 
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do and say, Jesus says, I say to you, Make for yourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, — so use the 
money commonly devoted to unrighteous purposes, to 
right uses, that when it all passes away, the friends made 
by its right use may welcome you into the everlasting 
habitations, regarding the friends as in heaven waiting to 
welcome those who have rightly used, and therefore been 
really prudent in the use of the gifts bestowed on them. 
Then the sense of responsibility is dwelt on rather than 
the amount, the principle regarded rather than the quan- 
tity. The sense of stewardship dwelt on with reference 
to another's property entrusted to us, — and to our own, alike 
a trust, for the right use of which we must account. Money 
is neither to be idolized nor despised ; we must use it and 
all our gifts for the glory of God. The Christian steward 
should ever remember that, as he turns all into gold, he 
should turn the gold into friends, who may welcome him 
into everlasting habitation ; for he cannot be in service to 
God and to mammon. "The things which are done from 
love to Christ, and in the strength which He imparts, 
always remain as rich and satisfying fruits. The just 
shall be in everlasting remembrance. The memory of the 
good sl^all blossom and smell sweet even from the. dust. 
Generation after generation will arise and call those who 
have diffused blessings in their day blessed. How dif- 
ferent from the things that are done for human glory and 
pleasure and profit ! The property we spend upon our- 
selves perishes in the using ; the property we spend upon 
Christ becomes a part of the inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The wealth that we 
lay out in the selfish and needless indulgences of life dies 
with us, and obtains no resurrection, for it has no prin- 
ciple of immortality in it ; it contains no seed that bears 
fruit in eternity. We shall see it under no form in the 
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other world. But the wealth which, under the influence 
of pure motives, we devote to the cause of Christ, will be 
perpetuated in heaven, in the new and more delightful 
form of those spirits of just men made perfect which it 
has been employed to convert ; the friends we have made 
of the unrighteous mammon shall receive us into everlast- 
ing habitations. Our alms and prayers will go up for a 
memorial before God. They will be registered in heaven. 
And when the books are opened, and Christ shall give to 
every man according to his deeds done in the body, we 
shall find to our astonishment the wonderful interest that 
has accumulated upon what we have lent to the Lord. 
The cup of cold water given to a disciple will flow back 
to us a fountain of living water springing up into everlast- 
ing life ; the mite given to the Lord's treasury will become 
a rich and inexhaustible treasure ; the barrel of meal and 
the cruise of oil, with which we sustained the perishing, will 
become the unwasting resources of eternity. The alabaster 
box of precious ointment, with which we have anointed 
Christ's head and feet, will become the vials full of odours 
sweet with which the worship of eternity will be perfumed. 
Yes, the fruit of the Christian remains." (Macmillan.) 

An earnest desire to extend the blessings of the Gospel 
is an invariable result of their true enjoyment. What the 
soul has received it would communicate. Having been 
enlightened, it would shine. Bringing forth fruit itself, it 
would seek to enable others to bring forth fruit. 

" I thirst, but not as once I did, 

The vain delights of earth to share : 
Thy wounds Emmanuel, all forbid 
That I should seek my pleasures there. 

It was the sight of Thy dear cross, 
First weaned my soul from earthly things ; 

And taught me to esteem as dross, 
The mirth of fools and pomp of kings. 
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I want that grace that springs from Thee, 
That quickens all things where it flows. 

And makes a wretched thorn like me, 
Bloom as the myrtle or the rose. 

Dear fountain of delight unknown ! 

No longer sink below the brim ; 
But overflow and pour me down 

A living and life-giving stream ! 

For sure, of all the plants that share 
The notice of Thy Father's eye, 

None proves less grateful to his care, 
Or yields Him meaner fruit than I." 

The right use of all gifts is a law of the kingdom. 



XLV. Dives and Lazarus. 

A certain man was rich, and was clothing himself with purple and 
fine linen, making merry day by day, brilliantly. And a certain destitute 
one, by name X^zarus, was being cast near his gate ulcerated ; and 
longing to be fed from the crumbs falling from the table of the rich one; 
nay, even the dogs were coming and licking his ulcers. But it came to 
pass that the destitute one died, and was carried away by the angels 
into the bosom of Abraham. |And the rich one also died, and was 
buried, and in Hades lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees 
Abraham afar o£f, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he, calling out, said, 
Father Abraham ! have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue ; because I am in 
anguish in this flame. But Abraham said, Child, remember that thou 
didst fully receive thy good things in thy life, and Lazarus, in like 
manner the evil things ; but now, here, he is being comforted, whereas 
thou art in anguish. And besides all these things, betwixt us and you 
a great chasm has been fixed ; that those wishing to pass over from 
hence unto you might not be able, neither those from thence unto us 
might be crossing over. Then he said, I request thee, therefore. 
Father ! that thou mayest send him into the house of my father ; for I 
have five brethren ; that he may bear through testimony to them, lest 
they also come into this place of torment. But Abraham says to him. 
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they have Moses and the Prophets : let them listen to fhem I But he 
said, Nay t father Abraham 1 but if one from the dead go unto them 
they will repent I But he said to him, if to Moses and the Prophets 
they are listening, neither, if one from among the dead arise, will they 
be persuaded. Luke xvi. 19-31. 

EXPOSITION. 

The master-sin of the Pharisees being plainly rebuked, 
and the impossibility of serving God and mammon as- 
serted, they openly sneered at Jesus. It is easier to deride 
than refute His teaching ; and so Jesus goes on to say, Ye 
are making a show of righteousness before men, but God 
is taking note of your heart ; and your loftiness is abomi- 
nation in His sight. See also i Cor. i. 26-29. 

Then, as replying to the thaughts of their hearts, we are 
sons of the law and the prophets, Jesus said, they led to 
John, who proclaimed, the kingdom of heaven is at hand; 
he was My forerunner, and made known the glad mes- 
sage of peace : Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sins of the world, and all sorts are pressing into 
the kingdom; tax-collectors and harlots all indiscrimi- 
nately, eagerly pressing into the kingdom ; and all that 
the law and the prophets and John said is true. It is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass away than one point 
of the law to fail. Pressing into the kingdom, or forcing 
a way into it indicates energy, earnestness, and will ; and 
if any man will do God's will, he shall know of the teach- 
ing whether it be of God. Jesus in these allusions is not 
weakening, but strengthening the law, showing that it was 
preparatory to and fulfilled in the spiritual kingdom God 
established by His Son in the hearts and. over the lives of 
the children of men. Indeed, in His allusion to divorce, 
which seems at first altogether unconnected with the 
subject under notice, a close connection exists, and one 
too that shews that, not Jesus, but the sneering Pharisees 
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were relaxing and breaking the law, while Jesus gave it a 
consecutiveness of reach, a depth of principle, and a com- 
prehensive grasp of practice that wholly condemned them 
and justified Him. The law, indeed, is holy, just, and 
good, and it is only evil men who can, by misinterpreting 
its letter and spirit, turn it to evil. So searching and 
quickening is the teaching of Jesus. As a further illus- 
tration of the spirit of the law, its obligations and power, 
Jesus gives us the parable of a rich man and a poor man. 

Jesus in the parable merely states the outward condition 
on earth, and the condition in the world of spirits. He 
leaves them to ask and take note that the respective con- 
ditions must have resulted from a real inward diflference 
of character with which the mere outward had little to 
do. The certain rich man was clothing himself in purple 
and fine linen, making merry day by day splendidly ; he 
died, and had a gorgeous burial ; and in hell lifting up his 
eyes, being in torments, he received his award for a life 
distinguished only by the enjoyment of the good things of 
this world, and neglect of God*s Word. The nature of our 
present desires ruling that of our future state j is here seen as a great 
unalterable law of God's kingdom. 

The destitue one, Lazarus, with open running sores, 
licked by the dogs, feeding from the crumbs falling from 
the rich man's table, at the gate of whose house he was daily 
laid, died, and was carried by angels to Abraham's bosom. 
The happiness of heaven being here represented under 
the figure of a feast, at which the guests reclined on couches, 
in such a manner, that the head of the second lay on the 
bosom of the first. John xiii. 23. Hence the posture be- 
came an emblem of friendship and intimate fellowship. 

The rich man in torment, calling out, said. Father Abra- 
ham — an unavailing claim of natural descent, Luke iii. 8, 
John viii. 37. And he sought mercy who had shewn none, 
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even that Lazarus might be sent, the neglected one, to dip 
the tip of a finger in water, and cool his tongue, for he 
was in anguish in a flame. He felt it was in vain to aak 
to be removed thence, and he seeks only the least and 
most momentary abatement of his anguish, that is all. 
But even this, he is told, cannot be granted, it being un- 
reasonable and contrary to the fixed order of God's govern- 
ment. Abraham acknowledges the earthly relationship. 
Child ! reminds him of the things received in his lifetime, 
good in themselves, but ill employed; of the result of 
character as being everything, while mere position cannot 
benefit but only increases responsibility, and more strik- 
ingly tests and brings out the character, a result that fixes 
a chasm, besides that of the determinate counsel of God, 
between the righteous and the wicked. Rev. xxii. 1 1 . Then 
Dives asks for his five brethren, at his father's house, that 
as they were living just as he lived — a. worldly pleasure- 
seeking, self-indulgent, merry-making life — Lazarus might 
go and bear thorough testimony to them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment. 

Abraham says to him. They have Moses and the 
Prophets, let them listen to them. The evidence of scrip- 
ture is to a thoughtful man, using his reason and his con- 
science, the most satisfactory of all evidence, and the most 
convincing. Dives still pleads for his brethren, shewing 
an affection that indicates he was not a hardened repro- 
bate like the profligate, or like the covetous Pharisees and 
Scribes, but an easy-going, merry-making, careless world- 
ling enjoying splendidly the eating and drinking, and 
putting on of apparel that still distinguishes the thought- 
less children of this world — if one went to them from the 
dead, they will repent. This one sentence shews us how 
all along the inner character has been regarded, and not 
the outward position. The lost one in pleading for his 

H 
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brothers feels the need in them of a change of mind and life. 
They will repent. Abraham replies : The Scriptures are 
sufficient, if to Moses and the Prophets they are not listen- 
ing, neither if one rose from the dead will they be per- 
suaded, a principle of awful magnitude and importance. 

The greatest miracles will have no effect on those un- 
willing to believe. This the resurrection of Lazarus of 
Bethany, and of Jesus himself made evident. How mar- 
vellous the teaching of this parable. Jesus here draws 
aside the curtain that hides the unseen world, reveals hell 
as a place of torment, and assures us with awful distinct- 
ness of its irrevocable anguish, its bitter remembrance of 
things, of good things seliishly used, and salvation lost, of 
every possession, and act, and motive coming to recollec- 
tion fresh and strong with every lost opportunity and self 
indulgence. 

How plainly written is this law of the kingdom. The 
nature of our present desires and character will rule our 
future state, and not our position or possessions. 

" Where is that good, which wise men please to call 

The chiefest ? doth there any such befall 
Within man's reach ? or is there such a good at all ? 

If such there be, it neither must expire 
Nor change ; than which there can be nothing higher : 
Such good must be the utter point of man's desire. 

Where shall I seek this good ? where shall I find 

This Cath'lic pleasure, whose extremes may blind 

My thoughts ? and fill the gulf of my insatiate mind ? 

Mount, mount, my soul, and let my thoughts cashier 
Earth's vain delights, and make thy full career 
At Heaven's eternal joys ; stop, stop thy courser there. 

There shall thy soul possess uncareful treasure : 

There shalt thou swim in never fading pleasure. 

And blaze in honouz far above the crowns of Caesar. 
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Lord, if my hope dare let her anchor fall 
On Thee, the chiefest good, no need to call 
For earth's mferior trash ; There, Thou art all in all." 

QuARLBS, abridged. 

Character not position will rule our future state a result of the 

kingdom. 



XLVI. Field- servant waiting on his duty. 

But who from among you having a servant ploughing or shepherding 
-who when he comes out of the field, will say to him, straightway come 
in, and recline ? On the contrary will he not say to him, prepare some- 
thing on which I may dine ; and girding thyself about be ministering 
unto me, till I may eat and drink ; and after these things, thou shalt eat 
and drink ? Does he offer thanks to the servant, because he did the 
things enjoined ? Thus ye also, whensoever ye may do all the things 
enjoined upon you, be saying. We are unprofitable servants 1 what we 
were boimd to do, we have done. Luke xvii. 6-10. 

EXPOSITION. 

The discharge of relative duties, in a proper spirit, to 
•God and one another is a characteristic of the kingdom 
set forth in this parable of the Field-servant. Jesus seems 
here to be shewing the disciples that the way to have their 
faith increased is like this working-servant persevering in 
obedience, in a spirit of true humility discharging all the 
relative duties God has called us to. Being God's pro- 
perty and creatures, however zealously we may apply to 
any duty, we cannot do more than we ougjit to do. Since 
we are His, to work for Him can fnerit no reward. That 
He is pleased to give it, is of His goodness, not our 
desert. 

The plowing and feeding cattle are images of spiritual 
labour which He will graciously acknowledge in His own 
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time and way. For all service He requires we are to gircf 
ourselves, but He is not bound to give us thanks, or give us 
immediate blessing in our work for Him. We have no 
worthiness in ourselves or in our work that we could claim 
ought from Him. As His we are unprofitable servants,, 
and a true knowledge of ourselves would keep us truly 
humble, doing our duty, waiting His commands, and 
receiving His gifts." 

•' But what is Heaven, great God, compared to Thee ? 
Without Thy presence, Heaven's no Heaven to me. 

Without Thy presence, earth gives no refection ; 

Without Thy presence, sea affords no treasure ; 
Without Thy presence, air's a rank infection ; 
Without Thy presence. Heaven itself s no pleasure ; 
If not possessed, if not enjoyed in Thee, 
What's earth, or sea, or air, or Heaven to me ? 

The highest honours that the world can boast 

Are subjects far too low for my desire ; 
The brightest beams of glory are (at most) 
But d3dng sparkles of Thy living fire : 

The proudest flames that earth can kindle be 
But nightly glow-worms, if compared to Thee. 

Without Thy presence, wealth are bags of cares ; 

Wisdom but folly ; joy, disquiet, sadness: 
Friendship is treason, and delights are snares ; 
Pleasure's but pain, and mirth but pleasing madness ; 
Without Thee, Lord, things be not what they be. 
Nor have their being, when compared with Thee. 

In having all things, and not Thee, what have I ? 
Not having Thee, what have my labours got ? 
Let me enjoy but Thee, what further crave I ? 
And having Thee alone, what have I not ? 
I wish not sea, nor land ; nor would I be 
Possessed of Heaven, Heaven unpossessed of Thee." 

Relative duiies to God and one another in the right spirit a law of 

the kingdom. 
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XLVII. The Judge and Widow. 

But He was speaking a parable also to them, respecting its being 
needful for them always to be pra3ring. and not to be weary, saying, A 
certain judge there was in a certain city, not fearing God, and not 
respecting man. And there was a widow in that city ; and she was 
'Coming unto him saying, Vindicate me from mine opponent ! And he was 
not willing for a time. Afterwards, however, he said within himself — 
Although even God I do not fear, neither man do I respect, because at 
least of this widow causing me annoyance, I will vindicate her ; lest per- 
sistently coming, she be pestering me. And the Master said, hear what 
the unrighteous judge says ! and may God in anywise not execute the 
vindicating of His chosen ones who are crying out to Him day and 
night, and He is patient over them ? I tell you. that He will execute the 
vindicating of them quickly. Notwithstanding, although the Son of Man 
come, will He find the faith on the earth ? Luke xviii. i-8. 

EXPOSITION. 

Earnest, urgent prayer, not to be denied, that will not 
cease till its object is gained, is set forth in the parable of 
the Judge and Widow ; and Jesus teaches by it that if an 
unrighteous Judge will vindicate from oppression, a widow, 
to gain quiet, how much more will the righteous Judge, 
whose chosen ones are dear to Him vindicate them, in His 
own time, which although He is patient over them, He 
will vindicate quickly. Proportions and comparisons of 
time will be seen and felt in another light when our Vindi- 
cator comes. 2 Pet. iii. 8-18. 

When He the Son of Man comes, will He find the faith 
on the earth ? Solemn enquiry, whether it refer as some 
think to the tendency of Christians to despond when things 
look dark, and lose all hope in the redress of their suffer- 
ings or deliverance from the dominion of evil, or the rare- 
ness of finding genuine believers in the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 
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We think the idea is. — Many faiths will be easily found, 
but will He find the faith delivered to the saints ? — on the 
earth ? A question implying a great defection from the 
truth, and falling away into divers errors, having the form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof, the having a 
name to live, while really dead. 

The word of salvation is to be made known in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations, (Matt. xxiv. 14, 
xxviii. 19) and then when the number of the chosen is 
complete (Matt. iv. 31. Mark xiii. 29-27) shall the end 
come, the Throne of judgment be set, the Books be 
opened, the dead small and great rise, and all ineet the 
Lord in the air, the earth and the works therein be burnt 
up, and the wicked, those who knew not God, and obeyed not 
the Gospel will go away into everlasting fire, i Thes. iv» 
16, V. 2. 2 Thes. i. 8-9. Matt, xviii. 8, xxv. 41. Mark ix. 

That which will keep a man's faith in sound and holy 
exercise will be ceaseless prayer to God for the patient 
waiting for His Son from heaven, to complete the king- 
dom in everlasting glory. Prayer is the internal abiding 
condition of the spiritual life longing after manifestations 
of Jesus, a breathing after constant communion and union 
with Him. 

'• This is that day, whose oft report hath worn 
Neglected tongues of prophets bare ; 
The faithless subject of the worldling's scorn, 
The sum of men and angel's prayer, 
This, this the day, whose all discerning light 
Ransacks the secret dens of night, 
And severs good from bad ; true joys from false delight." 

The resistless power of importunate prayer, a law of the kingdom^ 
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XLVIII. Pharisee and Publican. 

And He spoke, even with a view to certain who have put confidence 
in themselves that they are righteous, and despising the rest, this 
parable. Two men went up into the temple to pray : One a Pharisee, 
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee taking his stand, these 
things by himself was praying. O God I thank Thee that I am not as 
the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 
collector I I fast twice in the week : I give a tenth of all things, as many 
as I am gaining. And the tax collector, standing afar off was not willing 
to lift up even his eyes into th^ heavens ; but was smiting his own breast, 
saying, O God be propitiated to me the sinner 1 Heb. ii. 17. i Tim. i. 15. 
I tell you, tkis one went down to his house justified rather than that ; 
because, every one who is exalting himself shall be humbled ; but he 
who is humbling himself shall be exalted. Luke xviii. 9-14. 

EXPOSITION, 

The certain, trusting in themselves and despising others, 
may be found everywhere at this day as well as then. 
The Pharisaic spirit still lives. The self-righteous are 
usually despisers of others. The Jews stood in prayer, 
but this Pharisee takes his stand by himself, he will not 
stand with the others, and he recounts his moral ex- 
cellencies — good things to thank God for intelligently and 
humbly; but the Pharisee forgot who kept him from other 
men's sins, and took credit to himself that he was not as 
the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
as this tax collector. Such conceit, self-adulation, and 
fancied goodness are entirely opposed to the spirit of the 
truth. The truth shows us what we are, and what we 
ought to be, and if begotten of it we shall be holy and 
without blame before God in love. But this is quite 
another state of heart and conduct than that- of the 
Pharisee. The immoralities mentioned by the Pharisee 
were indeed frequent and degrading to a fearful extent ; 
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and alas ! are so now, but thank God not uniTersal. To 
thank God for freedom from them was proper, for indeed 
the vices named, more than any others, torn men into 
charnel-houses, and deprave the powers of body and 
mind beyond all other sins; freedom therefore from them 
should teach us adoring gratitude to God for such mercy 
to us, and lead us to pity men who are enslaved by them, 
and to put forth wise and loving e£forts to recover th^n 
to the ways of purity and right doing. But this Pharisee 
** arrogantly severs himself from the rest of mankind as 
quite above them, and with a contemptuous look at the 
publican thanks God that he has not to stand afar off 
like him." But the Pharisee has not exhausted his 
excellences, he goes on to describe his religious merits, 
**I fast twice in the week," he is recounting works of 
supererogation, things he did more than the law required. 
Lev. xvi., 20, he fasted the second and fifth days of the 
week, and gave the tenth not only of what was under 
tithing by the law, but of all that he was gaining. These 
things he did, but not a word of what he omitted io do, no 
sins of omission or commission to confess, and seek their 
forgiveness ; no spiritual need to be supplied, no spiritual 
good to crave. Of the inner, higher, spiritual Ufe — ^the 
spring of all true outward obedience to God, and con- 
formity to His will — he has no sense. This is the true 
picture of the Pharisaic character and religion drawn by 
the Teacher Himself. 

The tax collector, as unworthy to draw near, " stood 
afar off" hanging down his head, ashamed of his trans- 
gressions, and beating his breast with anguish for his 
sins, cried, '* O God be propitiated, (a word which only 
once occurs elsewhere, Heb. ii. 17, to make propitiation 
for the sins of the people) to me, the sinner. Here is a 
broken heart crying out for God to be propitiated, a lowly 
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looking to the sacrifice that saves, a free confession of 
deepest guilt, the sinner ! A consciousness of guilt that 
brought him penitently and believingly to God. 

I TELL YoO, says Jesus, with authority that is self-evident 
when the whole parable and its surroundings are con- 
sidered, I tell you this one went down justified into his 
house. What he sought he found — to be justified from his 
sins by the propitiation; humbling himself he was exalted, 
confessing his sins he found mercy. 

The Pharisee was not seeking God to justify him. He 
felt indeed no need of it. He justified himself, yet com- 
mending himself, he did not get commendation from the 
Lord. "To be self emptied or poor in spirit is the funda- 
.mental and indispensable preparation for the reception of 
the grace which bringeth salvation." Those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness alone find it, and are justi- 
fied by their faith. This great law of the kingdom of 
<jod is in the teaching of Jesus inscribed in letters of light 
•over its entrance gates. 

'* My God I how perfect are Thy ways 1 
But mine polluted are ; 
Sin twines itself about my praise. 
And slips into my prayer. 

When I would speak what Thou hast done 

To save me from my sin, 
I cannot make Thy mercies known, 

But self-applause creeps in. 

Divine desire, that holy flame 

Thy grace creates in me ; 
Alas I impatience is its name, 

When it returns to Thee. 

This heart, a fountain of vile thoughts. 

How does it overflow ! 
While self upon the surface floats, 

Still bubbling from below. 
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Let others in the gaudy dress 

Of fancied merit shine, 
The Lord shall be my righteousness, 

The Lord for ever mine.*' 

God's justification through propitiation, a law of the kingdom. 



XLIX. Labourers in Vineyard. 

For like is the kingdom of the heavens to a man, a householder who 
went forth with the morning to hire workmen into his vineyard. And 
agreeing with the workman for a denary the day, he sent them away 
into his vineyard. And going forth about the third hour, he saw others 
standing in the market place unemployed ; and to them he said, ye too 
go your way into the vineyard, and whatsoever may be right I will give 
you. And they departed. And again going forth, about the sixth, and 
the ninth hour, he did likewise. And about the eleventh going forth, 
he found others standing and says to them, Why here are ye standing, 
the whole of the day unemployed ? They say to him, Because no one 
hired us. He says to them. Ye too go your way into the vineyard. 
And evening coming, the Master of the vineyard says to his steward,, 
Call the workmen and pay them the hire, beginning from the last, unto 
the first. And they of the eleventh hour coming, received severally a 
denary. And the first coming, supposed that they will receive more ; 
and they too received the single denary. And receiving it they were 
murmuring against the householder saying, These last one hour wrought, 
and equal with us thou didst make them, with us who bore the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat. And he, answering said to one of 
them. Friend ! I do not wrong thee : didst thou not agree with me for 
a denary ? Take what is thine and go thy way ! I choose, however, unto 
this last to give, as even to thee ; is it not allowed me to do what I 
choose with mine own ? or is thine eye evil because I am good. In this, 
way the last shall be first, and the first last. For many are called but 
few chosen. Matt. xx. 1-16. 

EXPOSITION. 

This parable of the Householder hiring workmen into 
his vineyard, and paying them each a single denary, 
although some wrought the whole day and others only 
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portions thereof, seems designed to shew Peter and the 
disciples of every age, that while they would be richly 
rewarded, abounding goodness would be observed towards 
later converts or workmen in His service. The figure of 
a vineyard seems employed to shew that there is work to 
be done for Jesus, souls to be cultivated for his kingdom ; 
and the care and diligence to be used for that purpose, 
both by God and His servants is clearly set forth. Here 
the householder was early in the market to secure labourers, 
first at about six o'clock or sunrise, from which time the 
Jews counted the hours of the day, so that their third hour 
answered nearly to our nine, their sixth to our twelve, their 
ninth to our three in the afternoon, and their eleventh to 
our five in the afternoon. The day of twelve hours was 
reckoned from six to six. At six, nine, twelve, three and 
five, the householder went out to the market-place, hired 
labourers, and sent them into His vineyard, agreeing with 
the first for a denary the day, and promising to give the 
rest what was just. And evening coming, the reckoning 
time between masters and labourers, — Deut. xxiv. 15. At 
his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun 
go down upon it ; for he is poor and setteth his heart upon 
it ; lest he cry against thee unto Jehovah, and it be sin 
unto thee ; the master of the vineyard told his steward 
to call the workmen and pay them their hire, beginning 
from the last unto the first. And they of the eleventh 
hour coming received severally a denary, like the dying 
robber on the cross, — This day thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise. And the first coming supposed that they will 
receive more; and they too received the single denary 
according to their agreement. Remarkable declaration 
this " last hired first paid," yet often this is the case, late 
converts taken away to heaven, early toilers kept at work 
from six to six get no injustice, a sovereignty we cannot 
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explain, but we can see in the joy and toil of progress a 
present reward and a distinguished grace in the early call 
and the strength to persevere. There might have been a 
tinge of an ambitious spirit in Peter's question, What 
then shall there be for us ? and that Jesus, after showing 
the adundant reward for the self-denying and self- 
sacrificing spirit of His followers here, and thus designed 
to repress a mercenary spirit in the apostles, and in His 
disciples in general. The great lesson is appropriate to 
all believers alike in every age. How much needed, the 
Great Teacher alone fully knows. Some murmured at 
the Householder because He was good. "He replied, 
you appeal to justice, and by that your mouth is shut, for 
the sum you agreed for is paid you. Your case being 
disposed of ; with the terms I make with other labourers 
you have nothing to do, and to grudge the benevolence 
shewn to others, when by your own admission you have 
been honourably dealt with, is both unworthy envy of 
your neighbour and discontent with the goodness that 
engaged and rewarded you in His service." — Dr. Brown. 

A right spirit will be promoted, a wrong spirit placed 
last and brought low. Many invited are not chosen. 
Many receive the invitations of the Gospel who are not 
chosen to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth (2 Thes. 2, 3). As much as to say. 
Men who have wrought in connexion with the service of 
Jesus all their day, may by the spirit which they manifest 
at the last make it evident that as between God and their 
own souls they never were His chosen workmen at all, 
but wolves in sheeps clothing, making a gain of godliness. 
The kingdom longs for willing labourers, and no others 
find acceptance. 

" Fierce passions discompose the mind, as tempests vex the sea; 
But calm content and peace we find, when, Lord, we turn to Thee. 
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In vain by reason and by rule, we try to bend the will, 

For none but in the Saviours' school can learn the heavenly skill. 

Since at His feet my soul has sat. His gracious words to hear ; 
Contented with my present state, I cast on Him my care. 

' Art thou a sinner, soul ? ' He said, * then how canst thou complain ? 
How light thy troubles here, if weighed with everlasting pain I 

• If thou of murmuring wouldst be cured, compare thy grief with 

mine; 
Think what my love for thee endured, and thou wilt not repine. 

' Tis I appoint thy daily lot, and I do all things well ; 

Thou soon shalt leave this wretched spot, and rise with me to dwelL 

' In life my grace shall strength supply, proportioned to thy day ; 
At death thou still shalt find me nigh, to wipe thy tears away.' 

Thus I, who once my wretched days, in vain repinings spent, 
Taught in my Saviours' school of grace, have learned to be content.'* 

God sovereign in His mercy a law of the kingdom. 



L. Ten Servants and Ten Minas. 

And, when they were hearing these things. He added and spoke 
a parable, because of his being near Jerusalem, and their supposing 
that instantly, is the kingdom of God about to be shining forth. He 
said, therefore, A certain man of noble birth, journeyed into a distant 
land, to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. And calling ten 
servants of his own He gave to them ten minas, and said unto them, Do 
business while I am coming. But his citizens were hating him, and 
sent off an embassy after him, saying. We are not willing for this one to 
be made king over us I And it came to pass when he came back again, 
having received the kingdom, he also bade be called to him those 
servants to whom he had given the silver, that he might take note 
what business they had done. And the first came near saying. Master, 
thy mina obtained ten minas. And he said to him, Well done good 
servant I inasmuch as in a very small matter faithful thou didst become^. 
be poss essed of authority over ten cities. And the second came saying, 
Thy mina Master, made five minas ! And he said to him also. And thou 
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become ruler over Bve cities. And the other came sa3dng, Master ! 
behold I thy mina, -which I kept lying by in a napkin : for I was fearing 
thee, because thou art a harsh man ; thou takest up that thou didst not 
lay down, and reapest what thou didst not sow. He says to him. Out 
of thy mouth -will I judge thee, evil servant ! Thou knewest that I am 
a harsh man. taking up what I did not lay down, and reaping what I 
did not sow ; and wherefore didst thou not give my silver upon a money- 
changers' table? and I coming with interest might have exacted it. 
And to those standing by he said, Take away from him the mina. and 
give to him who has the ten minas, (and they said to him, Master, he 
has ten minas) for I tell you that to every one who has, shall be given, 
but from him who has not, even what he has shall be taken away from 
him. Furthermore, these mine enemies who did not wish mb to be 
made king over them bring here, and slay them before me. And having 
said these things, He was journeying in front, going up into Jerusalem. 
Luke xix. 11-28. 

EXPOSITION. 

The silver coin mina is equal to £2 ^s. 6d. of our money. 
The sum distributed in equal proportions to the ten 
servants amounted to £^1 5s. and not ten pounds. Ten 
minas, ten virgins, ten lamps, ten drachmas. Ten was a 
favourite number with the Jews, ten men formed a con- 
gregation in a synagogue. 

This parable must not be confounded with that of the 
Talents in Matt. xxv. This speaks of minas, that of talents^ 
different coins in value. This was spoken when Jesus was 
near to Jerusalem (Luke xix. 1 1) that some days after enter- 
ing it, and from the Mount of Olives. This was spoken to the 
multitude at the house of Zacchaeiis, that to the disciples 
alone. In this, there are servants who profess subjection 
to the nobleman, and citizens who refuse to own him, and 
who are treated differently. In the talents, only professed 
servants are spoken to, and receive different sums entrusted 
to them. In this, all receive the one mina. In the talents 
the sums were not equal. In this, each presents a different 
return, one making his mina ten, another five. In that. 
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•each shows the same fidelity by doubling what he received. 
The intended lesson therefore is different. In this, different 
degrees of improvement of the same opportunities ; in 
that, equal fidelity with different degrees of advantage. 
Here the man of noble birth went into a far country — said 
to correct the notion that He was just on His way to set 
up His kingdom in Jerusalem — to receive a kingdom, implying 
that Jesus was going away to the Father, and to return, 
at His second coming, to receive His subjects unto Himself, 
and to be glorified together. Do business while I am coming, 
inculcating the use of opportunities of serving Jesus, and 
of promoting the interests of His kingdom. Ten cities, 
five cities, different degrees of future gracious reward, pro- 
portioned to the measure of improvement of opportunities. 
Slay before Me, indicating the awful punishment of all 
found in rebellion against Jesus. 

And will the Judge descend ? 
And must the dead arise ? 
And not a single soul escape 
His all-discerning eyes ? 

How will my heart endure 
The terrors of that day, 
When earth and heaven before His face, 
Astonished, shrink away. 

Different degrees of improvement of the same opportunities suitably 
rewarded, and rebellion punished, a law of the kingdom. 



LI. The Two Unlike Sons. 

A man had two sons, and coming unto the first he said, Son, go thy way 
to-day, be working in the vineyard. But he answering said, I will not ; 
afterwards, however, being smitten with regret, he went. And coming 
unto the second he spoke in like manner. And he answering said, I 
will, Sir, and did not go. Which out of the two did • the will of the 
father ? They say. The first. Jesus says to them, Verily I say to you 
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that the tax-collectors and the harlots are going before you into the 
kingdom of God. For John came unto you in a way of righteousness, 
and ye did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the harlots 
believed him, and ye seeing it were not even smitten with regret after- 
wards to believe him. Matthew xxi. 28-32. 

EXPOSITION. , 

True profession is a practical thing, a bringing forth of 
fruit unto God. The point blank refusal of careless, reck- 
less, sinners, resisting God and despising Him to His face, 
I will not ; such sinners who do not attempt to excuse 
their disobedience, but glory in it, may be found in all 
classes, in every age. Notorious sinners, abandoned ones^ 
are thus exhibiting the hardening nature of vice and of 
unblushing audacity. 

The second, I will, Sir, I very obediently yours, deno- 
ting a self-righteous complacency, and self content with 
his own will, and his own way. The class of those wha 
say, and do not, who have a name to live and are dead, a 
falseness more abominable to God, than any reckless, I 
will not. Jesus applies the parable. Did their reply, 
perhaps a dubious one, perhaps a double one, for some 
manuscripts read, the latter^ some, the first. Did they 
say, the latter and the first ? Perhaps nothing can be 
certainly affirmed of their reply. But of the application 
there can be. no doubt, I say to you — and the impressive 
verily or. truly, I say to you, that the tax collectors 
and the harlots^ are going before you into the kingdom 
of God. The life of the publicans and harlots was a 
positive and flagrant refusal to do what they were com- 
manded ; it was continued rebellion against the authority 
of God, but they repented and became changed in heart 
and conduct. 

The High Priests, Scribes, and Elders, were the second 
son, they, all their life, professed obedience and never 
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rendered it. John v. 38. They were willing for a season 
to rejoice in John's light, but did not receive his testimony, 
and died under condemnation, counting themselves un- 
worthy of the everlasting life (Acts xiii. 46) seeing they 
were not even smitten with regret afterwards to believe 
him. Matt. xxi. 42-43. 

**The Lord receives His highest praise 

From humble minds and hearts sincere; 
While all the loud professor says 

Offends the righteous Judge's ear. 
To talk as children of the day, 

To mark the precept's holy light, 
Xo wage the warfare, watch and pray. 

Show who are pleasing in His sight 
Not words alone it cost the Lord 

To purchase pardon for His own; 
Nor will a soul, by grace restored. 

Return the Saviour words alone. 
With golden bells the priestly vest,* 

And rich pomegranates bordered round, 
The need of holiness expressed, 

And called for fruit as well as sound. 
Easy indeed it were to reach 

A mansion in the courts above, 
If swelling words and fluent speech 

Might serve instead of faith and love. 
But none shall gain the blissful place, 

Or God's unclouded glory see, 
Who talks of free and sovereign grace, 

Unless that grace has made him free." 
* Exod. xxviii. 33. 

Life not lip service a law of the kingdom of heaven. 



LII. The Wicked Husbandmen. 

Another parable hear yel There was a man, a householder, who 
planted a vineyard, and placed about it a wall, and digged in it a wine 
vat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went from 

I 
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home for a long time. And when the seasons for the fruits drew near, 
he sent forth his servants unto the husbandmen to receive his fruits. 
And the husbandmen taking his servants, one indeed they beat ; and 
another slew ; and another stoned. And another sent he forth ; and 
him they slew, and many others, some indeed beating and some slaying. 
And again sent he forth unto them another servant, and him they smote 
on the head and dishonoured. Again sent he forth other servants, 
more than the first, and they did to them in like manner. But after- 
wards he sent forth unto them his son, one had he, a son beloved; he 
sent him forth last unto them, sa3dng. They will pay deference to my 
son! But those husbandmen unto themselves said. This is the heirl 
come let us slay him, and ours shall be the inheritance. And taking 
him, thrusting him forth outside the vineyard, they slew him. When 
therefore the Master of the vineyard may come, what will he do to 
those husbandmen ? They say to Him, Miserable ones! miserably will 
he destroy them, and will let out the vineyard to other husbandmen 
who will render to him the fruits in their season. What, then, will the 
Master of the vineyard do to them ? He will come and destroy these 
husbandmen, and give the vineyard to others. But hearing they said. 
Might it not be ? But He looking at them said, What then is this 
which has been written? Did ye never read in the Scriptures, A stone 
which the builders rejected, the same was made a head stone of the 
comer. From the Lord this came to pass, and is marvellous in our 
eyes. (Ps. cxviii. 22.) Wherefore I say to you that the kingdom of 
God will be taken from you and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. And he who falls on this stone will be sorely bruised ; 
but on whomsoever it may fall it will utterly destroy him. 

And the High Priests and the Pharisees, hearing His parables, took 
note that concerning them is He speaking ; and the Scribes and the 
High Priests sought to thrust on Him their hands, in that very hour, 
and they were seeking to secure EUm, and they feared the people, since 
for a prophet they were holding Him, and leaving Him they departed. 
Matthew xxi. 33-46. Matthew xii. 1-12. Luke xx. 9-19. 

EXPOSITION. 

The details of this parable seem taken from Isaiah v. 
1-7, and fix the application of it by old covenant authority. 
The ordinary spiritual guides of the people under whose 
culture the fruits of righteousness are to spring up, for a 
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long time — for the whole of the Jewish economy, one 
thousand five hundred years — ^their prophets and other 
extraordinary messengers God sent them from time to 
time, the Jews had ill-treated in various ways. In Jer. 
xxxvii. 15, xxxviii. 6, xxvi. 20-23. 2 Chron. xxiv. 31, 
XXX. 15-16. 2 Kings xvii. 13. Neh. iv. 26 — ^there are 
touching allusions to the treatment of God's servants, and 
still more touchingly here to the treatment of God's son. 
One had He, a son beloved, He sent Him forth last, say- 
ing. They will pay deference to My Son. 

Jesus here puts a striking difference between Himself 
and all merely human messengers, yet the guilt of the 
husbandmen is such that they say among themselves, 
This is the heir, let us kill Him, and the inheritance will 
become ours. Such guilt, and yet at first they see not 
that it is their own. They pass a righteous sentence on 
such conduct, which having done, as if they caught a 
glimpse of the meanir.g of the parable, or of the steady 
explanatory glance or gaze of Jesus, they exclaim when 
Jesus solemnly said. He will come and destroy these 
husbandmen, and give the vineyard to others, — Might it 
not happen. Let it not be. But Jesus looking at them — 
His looks often interpret the meaning and application of 
His words — said, What then is this that is written ? Did 
ye never read in the Scriptures, A stone which the 
builders rejected, the same was made a head of a corner. 
From the Lord this came to pass, and is marvellous in 
our eyes. And, then, still further carrying the conviction 
home to their hearts, — Wherefore I say to you, unmistak- 
ably plain and direct speaking, that the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof. And he who falls on this 
stone will be sorely bruised, but on whomsoever it may 
fall, it will utterly destroy him. The faithful of every 
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nation will be the kingdom, the national privileges given 
you will be taken away, and the spiritual privileges they 
S3rmbolized will be given to all who believe, until all Israel 
shall be saved, i Pet. ii. 4-10. The kingdom of God is 
then likened to a Temple, in the erection of which, a 
stone rejected by the builders as unsuitable is chosen of 
God, the Lord of the temple, and made the keystone of 
the whole. On that stone the builders were now falling, 
and bruising themselves. If they did not accept it, and 
build upon it, they would find it at. last fall on themselves 
and destroy them. Isa. viii. 15. Acts iv. 11. i Pet. ii. 
4-6. Dan. ii. 34. Zech. xii. 3. 

As a nation this has happened to the Jews with an 
awful destruction, and individually it will happen to every 
unbeliever. Here we have truths of the kingdom con- 
tinually unfolding themselves, and reflected anew in the 
history of communities, and of individuals, convincing of 
wickedness, and vindicating the foundation Stone chosen 
of God. 

"See what a Living Stone, 
The builders did refuse, 
Yet God hath built His church thereon 
In spite of envious Jews. 

The scribe and angry priest 
Reject Thine only Son, 
Yet on this Rock shall Zion rest. 
As the chief comer stone. 

The work, O Lord, is Thine, 
And wondrous in our eyes; 
This day declares it all divine, 
This day did Jesus rise. 

This is the glorious day 
That our Redeemer made; 
Let us rejoice and sing and pray. 
Let all the church be glad. 
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Hosannah to the King, 
Of David's royal blood; 
Bless Him, ye saints, He comes to bring 
Salvation from your God. 

We bless Thine holy word, 
Which all this grace displays; 
And offer on Thine altar, Lord. 
Our sacrifice of praise." 

Conceit and wickedness overthrown, and the foundation of 

God's Kingdom established. 



LIII. Marriage of a King's Son. 

Likened was the kingdom of the heavens to a man, a king, who made 
a marriage feast for his son. And he sent forth his servants to call those 
who had been invited into the marriage feast, and they were not willing 
to come. Again sent he forth other servants, saying. Tell those who 
have been invited, Behold my dinner have I prepared, mine oxen and 
my fatlings have been slain, and all things are ready, come ye into the 
marriage feast. But they slighting it went off, one indeed into his own 
field, and another unto his merchandise; and the rest securing his 
servants ill-treated and slew them. And the king was provoked to 
anger, and sending his armies, destroyed those murderers, and their 
city set on fire. Then says he to his servants. The marriage indeed is 
ready, but those who had been invited were not worthy. Be going 
therefore into the cross ways of the roads, and as many soever as ye 
may find, call into the marriage feast. And those servants going forth 
into the roads, gathered together all, as many as they found, both evil 
and good; and filled was the marriage vnXh guests. Now the king 
entering to see the guests, saw there a man who had not put on a 
garment* of marriage, and says to him, Friend ! how earnest thou in 
hither not having a garment of marriage? And he was speechless. 
Then the king said to the attendants, Binding him feet and hands, cast 
him into the outer darkness; there will be the wailing and the gnashing 
of the teeth. For many are called but few chosen. Matthew xxii. 1-14. 

EXPOSITION. 

Jesus reveals Himself in each parable as the central 
Person of the kingdom. In the former parable He was 
the son of the Householder, the only and beloved one* 
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Here He reveals Himself as the King, and the King's 
Son. Ps. Ixxii. i. The bride does not come into view, 
the design being to teach certain truths under the figure 
of guests at a wedding feast, and the want of a wedding 
garment. It was the custom of princes to provide garments 
for their guests (Gen. xlv. 22. 2 Kings v. 22) to wear on 
such occasions, and therefore the man was speechless. 
His neglect indicated a proud disregard -of the king's 
pleasure, so that he was justly shut out of the wedding 
chamber, into the darkness outside. 

The wedding garment symbolizes the righteousness of 
God, through faith in Christ Jesus, unto all and upon all 
those who believe. Rom. iii. 22. Phil. iii. 9. Zeph. 
i. 7-8. 

The judgment of individuals is plainly enforced, and 
shews the personal notice and treatment of every pro- 
fessed disciple of Jesus. Every disciple is to put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and each true disciple knows Jehovah 
as his righteousness, I will greatly rejoice in Jehovah, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God ; for He hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation ; He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adometh herself with 
jewels. Isa, Ixi. 10. Without this robe there is no safety. 
He who does not possess it will be cast forth into the 
darkness outside. All are not partakers of the salvation 
prepared of God, for 

I. Many are not saved, because they are open despisers 
of the favour of God, (v. 1-8) ; of their state and temper 
some are perfectly indifferent to the gracious invitation, 
(2-5) ; others shew open hostility to it, (6). Their guilt is 
manifest from the distinguishing favour and the repeated 
and pressing invitations they neglect, from the trifling 
nature of what they prefer, from the hostility shewn by 
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them, from the punishment executed on them, and the 
judicial declaration of God. 

II. Others are not saved because they will not comply 
with the terms of salvation. Their state and temper is 
seen, in that they willingly receive the invitation, (v. 9-10), 
but do not comply with the conditions (v. 11). Their guilt 
appears in their speechless confusion (v. 12), and their 
condemnation from God (v. 13). 

The conduct of men in regard to the gospel is very 

different, even amongst those who profess to receive it ; 

some are really despisers, some are proudly disdainful of 

the King's terms, some joyfully obey and glory in the 

righteousness which is received by faith, but all are treated 

with perfect justice. 

" Jesus, Thy robe of righteousness, 
My beauty is, my glorious dress, 
'Midst flaming worids in this arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

This spotless robe the same appears. 
When ruined nature sinks in years ; 
No age can change its glorious hue: 
The robe of Christ is ever new." 

Willinghood a law of the kingdom. 



LIV. Fig Tree Signs, and all the Trees. 

See the fig tree, and all the trees, when they may bud, forthwith 
beholding already her young branch may become tender, and the leaves 
may be sprouting, from yourselves are ye taking note that already near 
the summer is. Thus even ye when ye may behold all these things 
coming to pass, be taking note that near is the kingdom of God, that 
He is near at the door. Verily, I say unto you. In no wise may this 
generation pass away until all these things may happen. The heavens 
and the earth will pass away, but my words in no wise shall pass away. 
But concerning that day, or the hour, no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, not even the Son, but the Father only. Matthew xxiv. 32. 
Matthew xiii. 28. Luke xxi. 30-33. 
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EXPOSITION. 

All vegetation is by gradual and imperceptible degrees ; 
buds, young and tender branches, with leaves sprouting, 
till summer is near. So gradually signs will appear indica- 
ting to observers that near is the kingdom of God, that 
He is near at the doors. Do these remarks refer to a 
spiritual growth of the kingdom of God going on unto 
completion, or the second personal advent of Jesus to 
the final judgment ? A e both included ? Does not the 
one involve the other ? Men will be found like the men 
before the flood, and the time of Judgment will come on 
them suddenly. As came the flood, so cometh the fire on 
the earth. But there are signs for guidance as evident to 
believers watching the ways of God in the world, as the 
fig tree, and all trees as to the approach of summer. The 
Vine, Olive, and Fig, " There are three kinds of fruit 
trees, namely the vine, the olive, and the fig employed 
in scripture more frequently than any others to denote 
abundant fruitfulness. The vines of Palestine were 
celebrated for the immense clusters of grapes which they 
produced. The spies sent forth to view the promised 
land brought back from the valley of Eschol a branch 
with one cluster of grapes so large and heavy that two 
men had to carry it between them on a staff". And in our 
own country the celebrated vine at Hampton Court is a 
most productive bearer, having seldom fewer than two 
thousand clusters upon it every season. There is no- 
more appropriate natural image of plenty than a vineyard 
or a vine. No plant more richly rewards the toil of the 
husbandman, bearing fruit at a very early stage of growth, 
and continuing fertile to the utmost limits of old age. 

The Olive is, if possible, still more productive, being 
seldom barren even in the most unfavourable seasons and 
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circumstances, pouring out its wealth of berries in such 
rich profusion that the gleanings of the olive harvest are 
more abundant and valuable than the whole crop of some 
other fruits ; while the Fig tree is almost always loaded 
with fruit, yielding three diflferent crops in the course 
of the year. 

These three kinds of fruit trees, so common in Palestine, 
and so valuable for their commercial and domestic uses, 
represent, according to Mr. Grindon, the rich develop- 
ment of human qualities and activities. 

The Vine has been regarded in all ages as the natural 
emblem of wisdom ; Sophia, the Greek word for wisdom, 
meaning originally the juice of the grape ; hence the fruit 
of the vine represents intellectual fruit, the practical 
results of the understanding. 

The Olive has been identified from time immemorial 
with peace, mercy and charity ; its Greek name, Elaia, 
being continually employed to denote forgiveness and 
mercy, the precept of the sermon on the Mount. Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy, being 
literally Blessed are the olive-givers, for olives shall be 
given to them. Hence the fruit of the olive represents 
moral fruit, the products of the emotional life. 

The Fig-tree has always been associated with the bodily 
part of our nature; its peculiar fruit being borne in 
idolatrous processions as the symbol of the productive 
powers of nature, and its leaves being the earliest cover- 
ing of man. Hence the fruit of the fig may be regarded 
as representing the activities of the body. 

By the combination of the fruit of these three trees, the 
most characteristic and abundant in the Holy Land, we 
may express symbolically the sanctification of the body, 
soul, and spirit of man ; the full development, by the grace 
of God, of his mental, moral and bodily powers — of his 
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whole nature. Man is God's " holy land " set apart from 
the rest of creation, and peculiarly adapted to shew forth 
His glory : and Christianity is the bringing forth of the 
fruit of this land in fullest measure and most perfect 
manner — the fruit of the olive, the vine, and the fig of 
the threefold constitution of his nature." 

" Lord! if Thou wilt allow Thy scholar leave 
To choose his lesson, lest I should deceive 
Myself again, as I have done too often, 
Teach me to know my heart. Thou, Thou, canst soften, 
Lighten, enliven, purify, restore 
And make more fruitful than it was before. 
It's hardness, darkness, death, uncleanness, loss 
And barrenness : refine it from the dross 
And draw out all the dregs, heal every sore, 
Teach it to know itself, and love Thee more." 

Signs for guidance characteristic of the kingdom. 



LV. Faithful and Prudent Servant. 

As a man away from home, having left his house and given his 
servants the authority, to each one his work, and to the porters gave he 
commandment in order that he might be watching : Be watching there- 
fore for ye do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether 
at evening, or at midnight, or at cock-crowing, or at early mom, lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping. What moreover I say to you I 
say to all. Be watching. Mark xiii. 34-36. 

Who then is the faithful and prudent servant whom the Master 
appointed over his household, to give them good in season ? Happy 
that servant whom his master coming will find so doing. Verily I say 
to you that over all his substance will he appoint him. If however 
that wicked servant should say in his heart, Delaying is my master, and 
begin to be striking his fellow-servants, and be eating and drinking with 
the drunken, the master of that servant will come in a day on which he 
is not expecting him, and in an hour in which he is not taking note, 
and will cut him asunder, and his part with the hypocrite will appoint^ 
there will be the wailing and the gnashing of the teeth. Matt. xxiv. 45-51 . 
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EXPOSITION. 

The primary quality of faithfulness, brings into exercise 
the secondary quality of prudence, and both are rewarded 
by the Master. 

The. wicked servant beat his fellow servant. We must 
not overlook the peculiar relation of master and servant, 
and of servants one to another in the East, where the 
scene so graphically given is common . Such an occurrence 
could hardly happen amongst ourselves, although formerly 
the thing could be matched even in England. We must 
never forget, when reading the Scriptures, that we are 
reading of the customs of Eastern nations, Jewish, Grecian, 
Roman, and those common to Persia, Egypt, Turkey, 
Syria, and the entire East. Hence the portion of the 
wicked servant " cut asunder " (Dan. ii. 5, iii. 29. Heb. iv. 
12. I Sam. XV. 33) and appointed his part with hypocrites, 
shews that the Master could read his heart, and knew his 
character ; he pretended faithfulness, with eye-service he 
rendered his toil. The Master's delay induced him to 
throw off the mask and shew himself, and his punishment 
is his part, where there will be the weeping and the gnash- 
ing of the teeth. What a life-like description of Judas, 
and such like, and Judas heard it. 

"The worldly wisdom of the foolish man 

Is like a sieve, that does alone retain 
The grosser substance of the worthless bran; 

But thou, my soul, let thy brave thoughts disdain 
So coarse a purchase: O be thou a fan 

To purge the chafif and keep the winnowed grain; 
Make clean thy thoughts and dress thy mix'd desires: 
Thou art Heaven's tasker, and thy God requires 
The purest of thy flour, as well as of thy fires." 

Watchfulness in the fulfilment of duty against the Master* s return 

a law of the kingdom. 
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LVI. Ten Virgins. 

Then likened will be the kingdom bf the heavens to ten virgins, who 
taking their own lamps, went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five 
of them were foolish and five were prudent ; for the foolish taking their 
lamps did not take with themselves oil, but the prudent took oil in the 
vessels with their lamps. Now the bridegroom delaying, they all 
became drowsy and were sleeping. And at midnight an outcry has 
been made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh, be going forth to meet him. 
Then arose all those virgins and trimmed their own lamps. And the 
foolish to the prudent said, Give us of ybur oil, because our lamps are 
going out. But the prudent answered, saying, Lest at any time, it may 
in no wise sufl&ce for us and for you, be going rather unto those who 
sell and buy for yourselves. And they going away to buy, the bride- 
groom came, and those ready entered with him into the marriage feast» 
and made fast was the door. And afterwards came the remaining 
virgins also, saying, Master, open unto us. But he answering, said. Verily 
I say to you I dp not know you. Be watching, therefore, because ye 
do not know the day nor the hour. Matt, xxv. 1-13. 

EXPOSITION. 

The vigilant and expectant attitude of faith is here 
glanced at ; but still more essential and substantial 
readiness for the Bridegroom, although drowsy and sleep- 
ing through the Bridegroom's delay. It was the duty of 
these virgin attendants on the bride to go forth at night 
with lamps ready on the appearance of the Bridegroom, 
to conduct the bride to His house, and go in with Him to 
the marriage. The virgins all have goodwill to the Bride- 
groom; but five are foolish^ and their foolishness excludes 
them from the feast. How many are there who are 
destitute of oil, having only the lamp of profession and 
show, and no living grace in their souls. They lacked 
the essential preparation for meeting Christ, while the 
prudent possessed that inward reality of faith, love, and 
light, by which at the sound of His coming they arose 
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and trimmed their lamps, and being ready, entered with 
Him into the marriage feast. All were overcome first 
with drowsiness — spiritual declensions, through inactivity 
— and then a deliberate yielding to it ; after a show of 
reluctance, they both slept. Foolish and prudent ap- 
parently in the like condition, when the midnight outcry 
arose, Behold ! the Bridegroom I be going forth to meet 
Him, when least expected, suddenly, as a thief in the 
night. The foolish were now without a supply of light, 
found their lamps going out; the prudent had light, and 
oil in their vessels with their lamps ; the foolish were un- 
prepared to meet Jesus, the prudent were prepared : the 
one had no enduring principle of life, and the prudent 
possessed this enduring principle of life, spiritual life,- so 
that when Christ their life appeared — was manifested — 
they also were manifest with Him. The foolish ask the 
prudent to give them of their oil; the prudent decline, 
lest at any time it may not suffice for us and for you. If 
we share with you both will be undone — a prudent answer 
— and they in a friendly way remind them of the proper 
way of getting the needed article, buying and selling 
simply mean get it in the proper way. They take the 
good advice and go ; but whilst they are going to buy, the 
others are going in to the marriage feast, and when the 
foolish return the door is found shut — they are too late, 
they are undone. How awful is this picture of the 
UNREADY sinner. They realize their state and cry for 
the door to be opened. But the Bridegroom answered. 
Verily, I say to you, I do not know you. They were not 
prepared. Be watching therefore, because ye do not 
know the day, nor the hour. Readiness, whenever Jesus 
calls ; readiness in the possession of His righteousness ; 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit ; a readiness that leads 
us to find our all in Him and with Him evermore. 
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" Ye virgin souls arise, 

With all the dead awake, 

Unto salvation wise, 

Oil in your vessels take : 
Upstarting at the midnight cry 
Behold your heavenly Bridegroom nigh. 

He comes, He comes to call 

The nations to his bar, 

And take to glory all 

Who meet for glory are; 
Make ready for your free reward, 
Go forth with joy to meet your Lord. 

Go meet Him in the sky. 

Your everlasting Friend : 

Your Head to glorify, 

With all His saints ascend ; 
Ye pure in heart obtain the grace 
To see without a veil his face. 

Ye that have here received 

The Unction from above, 

And in His spirit lived, 

And thirsted for His love : 
Jesus shall claim you for His bride ; 
Rejoice with all the sanctified. 

The everlasting doors 

Shall soon the saints receive. 

Above those angel powers, 

In glorious joy they live ; 
Far from a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in. 

Then let us wait to hear 
The trumpet's welcome sound ; 
To see our Lord appear. 
May we be watching found : 
JBnrobed in righteousness divine, 
In which the bride shall ever shine." 

Readiness when Jesus calls is a law of the kingdom. 
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LVII. The Talents.— Five, Two, One. 

For it will be just as a man going' from home called his own servants 
and delivered up to them his substance. And to one indeed gave he 
five talents, and to another two, and to another one — to each according 
to his particular ability — and went from home straightway. And he 
who the five talents received, went and traded with them and gained 
other five. Likewise also he who the two received gained other two. 
And he who the one received, went away and dug up ground and hid 
the silver of his master. And after a long time comes the master of 
the servants and reckons with them. And he who the five talents 
received, coming forward, brought other five talents, saying. Master, 
five talents to me didst thou deliver up : see, other five talents I gained. 
His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant ; over a 
few things thou wast faithful, over many things will I appoint thee; 
enter into the joy of thy Master. And he also who the two talents 
received, coming forward, said. Master, two talents to me didst thou 
deliver up : see, other two talents I gained. His master said to him, 
Well done, good and faithful servant, over a few things wast thou 
faithful, over many things will I appoint thee ; enter into the joy of 
thy master. And he also who the one talent had received, coming for- 
ward said, Master, I got to know thee that thou art a hard man, reaping 
where thou didst not sow, and gathering whence thou didst not winnow, 
and being overcome with fear, I went away and hid thy talent in the 
ground ; see, thou hast what is thine. And his Master answering, said 
to him. Evil and cowardly servant, didst thou know that I reap where 
I did not sow and gather where I did not winnow ? It was binding on 
thee therefore to cast my silver to the money-changers, and coming I 
might have obtained for myself what was mine with interest. Take 
away, therefore, from him the talent, and give to him who has the ten 
talents. For to every one who has shall be given, and he shall be 
made to abound ; but from him who has not, even what he has shall be 
taken away from him. And the unprofitable servant cast ye forth into 
the outer darkness, there shall be the wailing and the gnashing of the 
teeth. Matthew xxv. 14-30. 

EXPOSITION. 

Going from home for a long time, necessitated the 
giving of his substance into the care of his servants. 
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Between masters and slaves this was not uncommon in 
ancient times, nor in the present day between masters and 
servants. Here all gifts belong to Jesus ; all acquired 
possessions are His, all we have, all we are ; and to Him 
we must give account. He requires their use for His 
glory, and while the proportion of gifts is different in each, 
the same fidelity is required of all, and is equally rewarded. 
The natural and acquired capacity, the opportunities 
made and embraced, the energy, industry, wisdom, dis- 
played in the service of Jesus will all be regarded, and 
each left to the natural operation of all those spiritual laws 
and influences of the heavenly kingdom, under which each 
is placed, to work out his own salvation with reverence 
and awe, and the welfare of others, knowing that it is. God 
who worketh to will and to do of His good pleasure. 
Each improving servant before us, doubled what was 
entrusted to him ; the five gained five, the two gained two ; 
they were therefore equally faithful. The gifts differed in 
each, yet were all for use ; and in the reward we have the 
greatest encouragement to exertion in the cause of Jesus. 
" Our works do not bring us into favour with God, but 
they are immensely profitable as the criterion in the distri- 
bution of rewards. Being created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, we can no more boast of our lives than we 
can boast of atoning for our sins." But greater encourage- 
ment for good works cannot be desired than we have in 
this parable. He who the one talent received, went and 
dug up ground^ and hid the silver of his master ; he did not 
mispend it, but simply made no use of it, stowed it away 
in security, to give back just as he received it, consum- 
mate folly, for increase is the law of our nature, and of 
our well-being. After a long time, to disabuse the minds of 
the disciples of the notion of His speedy return to judge 
the world in righteousness, comes the Master of those 
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servants to reckon with them. The Master warmly 
welcomes and dehghtediy commends the faithful servants, 
who stand before Him with confidence, and great joy, 
(i John ii. 28, iv. 17) and suitably rewards them. Both 
are commended in the same terms, and their reward is 
proportionably the same. They were faithful as servants, 
they are made rulers ; they were entrusted with few things, 
they have given to them dominion over many things ; they 
enter their Master's own joy. 

How diflferent the servant who the one talent received. 
Master, I got to know thee, that thou art a hard man, 
reaping where thou didst not sow, and gathering whence 
thou didst not winnow, and being overcome with fear, I 
went away and hid thy talent in the ground ; see, thou 
hast what is thine. Brown well says, " Thus do men 
secretly think of God as a hard master, and virtually 
throw on him the blame of their fruitlessness." Men, 
indeed think without regard to justice, either that the 
service of God is easy, and that neglect at one time can 
be easily made up at another, as the foolish virgins ; or 
too hard, and that that excuses service, as this man, 
who hid in the earth £2/^^ i5s.^ which put out to the 
money-changers would have doubled itself by the return 
of the Master. All who use not their gifts in the service 
of Jesus are like this man who buried the talent in the 
earth. The Master deals with this servant as evil and 
cowardly, his fear arose from an evil heart which led him 
to do nothing for the Master, and neglect the means 
placed at his disposal of being useful, faithful, good. 
And taking the servant's own account of His demands as 
expressing a profitable return for gifts entrusted to him. 
He deals with him accordingly, takes away the talent, 
casts the evil and cowardly servant into the outer darkness 
where is the wailing and the gnashing of the teeth. Be 

K 
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not deceived : God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap : for he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth 
to the spirit shall of the spirit reap everlasting life. — Gal. 
vi. 7-8. Job. iv. 8. Prov. xi. 18. Ps. vii. 14-16. 

" Not a mind but has its mission, power of working woe or weal ; 
So degraded none's condition, but the world his weight may feel. 
Words of kindness, words of warning, think not thou canst speak in 

vain 
E'en to those thy counsel scorning, oft shall they return again. 
Though the mind absorbed in pleasure, holds the voice of counsel light, 
Yet doth faithful memory treasure, what at first it seems to slight. 
Words of kindness we have spoken, may, when we have passed away. 
Heal perhaps some spirit broken, guide a brother led astray. 
Thus our very words are living, even when we are not here, 
Joy and consolation given to the friends who hold us dear. 
Not an act but is recorded, not a word but has its weight. 
Every virtue is rewarded, wrong done, punished soon or late. 
Let no being then be treated, as a thing of little worth ; 
Every soul that is created, has its part to act on earth." 

Faithfulness to trusts and gifts a law of the kingdom. 



LVIII. Sheep and Goats. 

But when the Son of Man may come in His Glory and all the 
angels with Him, then will He sit on a throne of His Glory, and there 
will be gathered before Him all the nations ; and He will separate them 
one from another, as the Shepherd separates the sheep from the goats ; 
and will set the sheep, indeed, on His right hand, but the goats on left. 
Then will the King say to those on His right, Come ye the blessed of 
My Father ! inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. For I hungered and ye gave Me to eat ; I thirsted and 
ye gave Me drink ; a stranger was I, and ye took Mb home ; naked 
and ye clothed Me ; I was sick and ye visited Mb ; in prison was I, 
and ye came unto Mb. 

Then will the righteous answer Him saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee hungering, and fed ? or thirsty and gave drink ? And when saw we 
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thee a stranger, and took home ? or naked, and clothed ? And when 
saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee ? 

And answering, the King will say unto them, Verily I I say to you in- 
asmuch as ye did it to one of the least of these My brethren, to Mb ye 
did it. 

Then will He say also to those on the left hand : Depart from Ms, 
the accursed, into the everlasting fire, that which has been prepared 
for the Devil and his angels. For I hungered and ye did not give Me 
to eat. I thirsted, and ye did not give Me drink ; a stranger was I and 
ye did not take Me home ; naked and ye did not clothe Mb ; sick and 
in prison, and ye did not visit Mb. 

Then will even they answer, saying Lord I when saw we thee 
hungering, or thirsting, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and did not minister to thee ? 

Then will He answer them, saying. Verily I say to you inasmuch as 
ye did not to one of these, the least, neither to Me did ye. And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into ever- 
lasting life. Matt. xxv. 31-46. 

EXPOSITION. 

This parable, with the Faithful and Prudent Servant, 
the Ten Virgins, and the Talents, we find recorded in 
connection with the closing of the earthly scenes of the 
kingdom of Jesus. Watchfulness, readiness, faithfulness, 
and the law of award, or conduct indicative of character 
the criterion of judgment. The happy watchful servants, 
the waiting ready virgins, the working faithful stewards, 
the nations standing to be judged. The inward spiritual 
life of the faithfuly watching^ ready, working, Christ-honouring 
ones, and then the repose and reward of the righteous, 
—everlasting life ! 

When the Son of Man may come in His Glory. He 
came first into this world in His humiliation. His second 
advent to judgment will be in the glory He had with the 
Father before the world was. There was glory in His 
humiliation, but it was veiled. He emptied Himself of 
His outward glory. When He became a man He took 
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upon Him the form of a servant. He was as a root out 
of a dry ground. He was despised and rejected of men, 
and not esteemed. When the power of His Godhood is 
seen and felt in the last coming. His outward glory will 
be acknowledged by all ; then He will sit on the throne 
of His judicial glory or authority, and aU the nations will 
be gathered before Him, all the family of the first Adam 
will be gathered before the second Adam. He, the Son 
of Man, whose eyes are as a flame of fire, will separate 
them from one another, just as the shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. The two classes commingled 
in the same family — ^the same village, or town, or city, or 
nation — ^the two classes into which the whole earth, all 
the nations, divide themselves — ^how awfiilly and search- 
ingly instructive. Wealth and civilization and knowledge, 
and all outward distinctions sink into absolute nothing- 
ness in comparison with the conduct as exhibiting the 
character of the children of men. He who cannot err 
will set the sheep — the righteous — on His right, at the 
post of honour (i Kings ii. 19. Ps. xlv. 9, ex. i.); but 
the goats — the wicked — on the left, the side consequently 
of dishonour and rejection. 

Then will The King say, the Son of Man, Jesus the 
Nazarene, the King over all, blessed for ever — Come ye ! 
the blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. Sovereign 
words from the Sovereign King, and that on the eve of 
His deepest humiliation. His first word in gathering 
His sheep was, Come (John i. 39). Come unto Me was 
the key-note of His ministry, and of that of His disciples 
after Him. And the same inviting winning word closes 
the record of inspiration. And the spirit and the bride 
say come, and let him that heareth say come, and let him 
that is athirst come ; and whosoever will, let him take of 
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the water of life freely (Rev. xxii. 17). And here on the 
closing day of the world ; on that day, the more emphatic 
from being unnamed ; that day for which all other days 
were made; that judgment day, shall hear Him say to His 
sheep, who know His voice — Come ye ! the blessed of 
My Father 1 inherit the kingdom prepared for you. A 
fulfilment of His declaration. Fear not the little flock, 
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. As Brown well says "The whole story of this 
their blessedness is given by the Apostle, in words which 
seem but an expansion of these — Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings, in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
according as He hath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love.** They were chosen 
from before the foundation of the world to the possession 
and enjoyment of all spiritual blessings in Christ, and so 
chosen in order to be holy and blameless in love. This 
is the holy love whose practical manifestations the King 
is about to recount in detail ; and thus we see that their 
whole life of love to Christ is the fruit of God's eternal 
purpo^ of love to them in Christ. Eph. i. 4. 

What thoughts crowd upon us as we listen to the 
Dialogue between the King on His Throne and His 
wondering people, and not less wondering foes — what a 
picture does it present of the last judgment. The King's 
identification of Himself with all done to the least of His 
brethren is touching and akin to His language to Saul 
— Why persecutest thou Me ? and to His disciples- 
He who receiveth you receiveth Me, and he who re- 
ceiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me. And so with 
the wicked. They saw Him not in His poor members, 
but despised and neglected His little ones, and bid them 
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away from their presence. So now the King and Judge 
banishes them from His presence. Depart from Mb the 
accursed ! into the everlasting fire ; clearly teaching that 
the misery of the wicked will be as endless as the 
blessedness of the righteous, for the same word in the 
Greek, ainios, denotes the duration in both cases. Luke 
xvi. 23-26. Dan. xii. 2. John v. 29. Rom. ii. 7-9. 

The award is pronounced in the hearing of the wicked, 
on the righteous who thenceforth sit as assessors in the- 
judgment upon the wicked, i Cor. vi. 2. 

The punishment of the wicked is first executed on them 
in the sight and with the judgment of the righteous, and 
the award of this awful day will be find, irreversible, and 
unending. 

Dr. Carson has • characteristically said, ** Notice the 
importance which the Judge will attach to works of love 
to His disciples. These are exhibited as the criterion of 
judgment. All His followers who have had opportunity 
to manifest their disposition will be characterised by 
offices of love to the brethren of their Lord. The atone- 
ment of Christ has washed away their sins ; faith in the 
testimony of God with respect to that atonement has 
justified them before Him, and disposed them to do His 
will. His new commandment is that His disciples shall 
love one another; therefore, whoever love not Christ's 
people are not His disciples. Think of this you that hate 
them, because they are His: that mock them because they 
do the things which He has enjoined on them : that per- 
secute them because they will not renounce His authority, 
and do what He has forbidden." 

*' Lord I Thou hast brethren here below 
The partners of Thy' grace, 
And wilt confess their humble names 
Before Thy Father's face. 
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In them Thou mayest be clothed and fed» , 

And visited and cheered ; 
And in their accents of distress 

My Saviour's voice is heard. 

Thy face with reverence and with love, 

I in Thy poor would see ; 
Give me Thy Spirit and Thy grace, 

And help me live to Thee t " 

Conduct indicative of character the criterion of judgment. 



LIX. The Vine and Branches. 

I am the real Vine, and My Father is the cultivator. Every shoot, 
in Me, not bearing fruit. He takes away, and every one bearing fruit, 
He cleanseth, that more fruit it may be bearing. Already ye are clean, 
by reason of the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in Me 
and I in you. According as the shoot is not able to be bearing fruit 
from itself, except it abide in the vine, thus neither ye, except in Mb ye 
be abiding. I am the Vine ; ye the shoots. He who i% abiding in Me, 
and I in him. the same is bearing much fruit ; because apart from Me 
ye are not able to be doing anything. Except one be abiding in Mb, he 
was cast outside as the shoot, and was withered ; and they are gathering 
them and into the fire are casting them, and they are being burned. 

If ye abide in Me, and my words abide in you, whatsoever ye may be 
desiring, ask ! and it shall be brought to pass for you. In this is My 
Father glorified, that ye might be bearing much fruit, and might become 
My disciples. According as the Father loved Me, I also loved you ; 
abide in My love. If my commandments ye keep, ye shall abide in my 
love ; even as I the commandments of My Father, have kept, and am 
abiding in His love. These things have I spoken to you, that My joy 
in you may be. and your joy be made full. This is My commandment, 
that ye may be loving one another, as I loved you. Greater love than 
this no one has, that anyone lay down his life in behalf of his friends. 
Ye are my friends, if ye be doing what things I am commanding you. 
No longer am I calling you servants, because the servant does not know 
what his master is doing ; but you have I called friends, because all 
things which I heard from my Father I made known to you. Not ye 
chose Me. but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye might be going 
and bearing fruit, and your fruit be abiding ; that whatsoever ye might 
ask the Father in My Name, He might give you. John xvi. 1-18. 
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EXPOSITION. 

Every branch of the vine is a miniature vine, and the 
treatment of the whole tree must be extended to every 
branch ; you cannot cultivate the vine without cultivating 
every part of it. The Father is not the husbandman to 
Jesus alone. The true vine was cultivated by the Father 
that every branch in Jesas might share in the cultivation. 
The whole life of the believer is a discipline of the Father, 
the husbandman. The purging of every believer is the 
purging of a branch in Jesus, the fellowship of Christ's 
sufferings. So close is the union between Jesus and His 
people that what is done to them is done to Him, 
what is suffered by them is suffered by Him. In all 
their afflictions He is afflicted. The culture of the 
whole vine is not completed until the cultivation of 
each part is completed. Hence the apostle Paul says, 
Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up 
that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in 
my flesh, for His body's sake, which is the church. 
There is, indeed, no deficiency in the meritorious, the 
expiatory sufferings of Christ, but such is His affinity and 
oneness with His people, that He considers their suffer- 
ings as His own ; those of His body, the church, as of 
Himself their Head, so that His sufferings will be in- 
complete until the last tear of His afflicted people has 
been wiped away by His own hand. We see this very 
strikingly illustrated in our Lord's language, Saul I Saul ! 
Why persecutest thou Me ? Every branch is purged in 
Christ, in communion and fellowship with Him, drinking 
His cup, and baptised with His baptism. 

The sufferings of Christ do not secure us from suffering, 
but rather cause our sufferings, because through His 
stern experience alone can we be made conformable to 
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His image; still His sufferings change the nature and 
design of our sufferings. They are no longer the punish- 
ments of wrath, but the corrections of love. The pangs 
of our purging are the wounds of a friend, whose arms are 
outstretched to clasp and guard us. In them God gives us 
the privilege which He gave His own Son, to be used and 
sacrificed for the best and greatest end. Through them 
He enables us to understand in some measure what 
Jesus suffered for ub. Through them we enter into 
fellowship with His life, and sympathy with His work. 
In our Gethsemane, though withdrawn about a stone's 
cast from oui fellow creatures, isolated by our sorrow, we 
are brought into closer and tenderer relations with Jesus ; 
we feel indeed that in our affliction He is afflicted, and 
that the angel of His presence is ready to strengthen and 
Save us. . . * We have not only fellowship with Christ 
in our sufferings, but also with all Christ's people. Carlo 
Maftencciy by his curious experiments, proved that the 
influences which pervade the whole plant, making up 
the sum of vital force, are distured by every movement 
throughout the system ; an incision across a leaf, the 
fracture of a branch, or the mere bruising of any part, is 
known to disturb the whole plant, and interfere with the 
processes which are the functions of every individual 
leaf. In like manner, so sensitive is the corporate life of 
believers in Christ, that an injury done to one is felt as if 
done to all ; if one member suffer, all the members suffer 
Ivith it; if one rejoice, all feel a thrill of sympathetic 
gladness. The welfare of each is the welfare of the whole. 
When we are afflicted we are apt to think that there is 
no sorrow like our sorrow. A strange feeling of loneliness 
comes over us, isolating us from our fellow creatures. 
When stricken of [the Lord we seem to ourselves to retire 
into a spiritual solitude, as the whale, when struck by the 
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harpoon, dives from the midst of his fellows into the 
lowest depth of the ocean, or as the wounded deer re- 
treats from the herd into the loneliest recesses of the 
forest. But the constant lesson of Scripture is, that 
sorrow is the one touch of nature that makes the whole 
world kin ; that so far from isolating, it is the closest bond 
of sympathy and union between man and man. It tells us 
on almost every page that our afflictions are not peculiar, 
that the same afflictions are accomplished in our brethren 
who are in the world. Whom the Lord loveth He 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
We imagine we see around us many Christians who 
are not afflicted. But we do not know whether such 
persons are true Christians; we do not know whether 
they have been, or may even now be afflicted. The 
Christian is not always suffering, and his sufferings are not 
always visible, " There are crosses which cannot be 
displayed, and groanings which cannot be uttered." The 
trial is not always, or in every person, of the same kind. 
Sometimes it is in our circumstances, sometimes in our 
friends, our minds, our hearts, our souls. The kind of 
trial is peculiar to each afflicted person, but trial itself 
is peculiar to no Christian. Every one has a different 
kind of trial suited to his need ; but every one has some 
trial. As no branch develops naturally and sponta- 
neously its full fruitfulness, but requires to be pruned ; so 
no believer grows in grace naturally and harmoniously, 
but requires to be chastened. Chastisement is the special 
privilege of God's people. It is the sign and seal of the 
branch, being a living and fruitful one. The husbandman 
takes away the branch that has only a name to live, that 
has only the form of godliness: while He purges the 
branch that beareth fruit. He dismisses the erring 
servant, but He chastens the erring child. We are 
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chastened of the Lord that we should not be condemned 
with the world. 

The starting point, as well as the end of all God's dis- 
cipline of the branch, is fruitfulness. This is the cause of 
His special interest in it, the reason why He becomes the 
husbandman to it. For the earth which drinketh in the 
rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing 
from God. But that which beareth thorns and briars, is 
rejected and is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be 
burned. Most labour is bestowed upon that which 
rewards it most. The poor, unproductive field, is 
abandoned to sterility, while the rich soil is carefully 
cultivated ; the barren tree is left in its barrenness, while 
the fruit-bearing tree is stimulated to produce more fruit. 
The marsh that is full of water gets more rain, while the 
drained glebe suffers from drought ; the branch that has 
life is helped by all the influences of nature to more 
abundant life, while the dead branch is blanched and 
crumbled into rottenness, by every raindrop and sun- 
beam ; the busy man gets more business, while the idle 
man has nothing to do ; the apt scholar becomes the 
favourite of the teacher, while the dunce is neglected. 
The destruction of the poor is their poverty, while the rich 
are made richer. This principle which runs throughout life 
also obtains in the Kingdom of heaven. For to him that 
hath shall be given, and he shall have more abundantly, 
while from him that hath not shall be taken away, even 
that which he seemeth to have. God acts upon this 
principle. He gives more abundant life where He sees 
life. He purges the branch that bringeth forth fruit that 
it may bring forth more fruit. He labours most for what 
will reward Him best. Besides, fruitfulness is the con- 
vincing proof that complete incorporation has taken place 
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between the branch and the Vine, that the very same sap 
which pervades the one flows into the other, and sustains 
and fertilizes it. Fruitfulness necessarily follows from a 
vital union of the branch with Christ. There is no such 
thing as an unfruitful Christian. The duties of believers 
follow necessarily and inevitably from their relation to 
Christ. We can trace the increasingly higher character 
of these duties, in the increasingly closer relations which 
Christ revealed as subsisting between Himself and His 
disciples. At first He charged them as their Master, and 
called them servants, then He admitted them into closer 
intimacy and called them Friends. He gave them the 
power of His example, that ye should do as I have done 
unto you, and afterwards appeals to the claims of His 
love. As I have loved you, that ye love one another^ 
And finally He opened up that spiritual bond of personal 
union, from which both the motives of duty and the 
power for its fulfilment must be derived. 

It is upon the consciousness of being in Christy re- 
deemed with His precious blood, risen with Him and 
having His Spirit dwelling in us, that all the practical 
instructions of the Gospel are founded. Having had 
unfolded to us the fulness of grace that is in Christ, we 
are besought by the mercies of God to yield ourselves a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which is 
our reasonable service. We live in the Spirit, therefore 
we are to walk in the Spirit. All goodness, righteousness, 
and truth, are the fruit of the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 
us. But while fruitfulness is thus the test of a living 
union of the branch with the True Vine, it is possessed 
by different branches in different measure. The husband- 
man is not satisfied with any degree of fruitfulness, the 
lowest that indicates life at all. Many persons are con- 
tent with a mere hope of their safety, while they are 
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careless of religious advancement, but Jesus says, Herein 
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit. To glorify 
God, we must not only bear fruit, good fruit, but much 
fruit. The farmer is not satisfied with his crop, if there 
be only a few ears of corn here and there, and these 
almost choked with weeds ; or if the ears be small and 
lean, and only half filled with grains ; he wishes his whole 
field to be covered with the finest produce, tall in stem, 
full formed in ear, bending under the weight of the golden 
grains, waving from end to end in rich billows of light and 
shade. He wishes a return of not thirty, nor sixty 
merely, but an hundredfold. This only will adequately 
reward the heavy toil, and patient waiting of the sowing 
and tilling, and reaping. This only will maintain his 
reputation as a skilful cultivator of the ground in the eyes 
of his neighbours. The true farmer whose heart is in his 
work, takes pride in his rich fruitful harvest fields. They 
are his glory, as the spoils and results of victory are the 
glory of the warrior. It is a remarkable fact that God has 
connected the tilling of the ground more closely with 
mans* moral nature than any other species of work. It 
was upon the culture of the ground that the curse first fell 
when Adam sinned; it was to be an outward symbol in its 
scanty produce — struggling to grow amid thorns and 
thistles — of the inward tangled wUdemess, into which sin 
had changed the fair garden of his soul. The culture of 
the earth was the special witness of the earliest wrong 
committed between man and his brother man. God said 
to Cain, The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me 
from the ground^ and now art thou cursed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand ; when thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength. And from that time to 
this^ in every age and coujatry, the earth has been the 
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first witness of a breach of the duties which God devolves 
on and between those who cultivate or inherit her gifts. 
''There is a still life in the soil," says Talpa, "a re- 
bounding vitality, [as it were, for good or evil, a moral 
reaction upon mans' character, as mans' moral character 
has a physical reaction upon it. It is the destined mirror 
of the mind and heart of man. Every variety and 
sub-variety of character is self-drawn, and pictured on 
the soil, a photographic portrait of the cultivator." 

Its varied produce, culture, and condition, tell to an 
expert eye in the plainest manner, its separate tale of the 
character of the cultivator, or proprietor, or both. The 
industry of one is reflected in the rich and abundant 
fruitfulness of his farm ; while the idleness of another is 
seen in the meagre weed-choked produce of his neglected 
fields. Well then may it be said, that the farmer is 
glorified by an abundant harvest. He is identified with 
the fruit of his fields. He feels as if it were a personal 
matter. And may we not believe that God, the Great 
Husbandman, has this feeling too, that our experience in 
this is but a shadowy reflection of His own. For His 
pleasure all things are and were created. He rejoices in 
His works. Herein therefore is he glorified that His 
people bear much fruity that they respond in the fullest 
manner to the fulness of His care and tillage of them. 

How lavish is His goodness to us ! The superfluous 
wealth of blossoms on the apple tree in spring is an 
emblem of His large heartedness and open handedness. 
He provides more than is needed, so that after every feast 
twelve baskets full of fragments have to be gathered up ; 
so that looking round on creation, we have often to ask in 
wonder, to what purpose is all this waste of precious 
beauty and unutilised abundance, this surplusage of good- 
ness and power ? The rivers of His pleasure are ever 
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overflowing their banks. And can we suppose that He 
has no delight in seeing this feature of His own image 
reflected in us ? If it be His glory to give richly as the 
Husbandman, all the needed means of fertility, is it not 
His glory to receive from us bountifully as husbandmen 
under Him of the teeming fruit of the Vineyard ? Yet 
must we not forget that it is fruitfulness in season we are 
to expect. We must not overlook the immature or latent 
condition. Macmillan has well observed that "The 
young vine is three or four years old before it begins to 
bear ; and if the husbandman came to seek fruit on it at 
this stage of growth he would be disappointed. And so 
the Christian has a certain brooding season, during which 
the powers necessary to produce fruitfulness are being 
matured. There is no fruit on the branch as yet ; but it 
is latent ; the conditions necessary for it are present, and 
only require time for their development. It is not of this 
immature stage the Saviour speaks. It is not such a 
branch that He threatens to take away. He is long- 
suffering whenever there is the slightest prospect of fruit. 
He who sought fruit for a thousand years from Israel, and 
in His wonderful patience called the long interval between 
Moses and Christ only one day — All day have I stretched 
out my hands to a disobedient and gainsaying people — 
will willingly wait for the growth and development of the 
tender branch. His patience with the tree that has any 
hope of good in it, is beautifully seen in the parable of the 
barren fig-tree. Let it alone this year also that I may dig 
about it and dress it. No pains will be spared to bring 
out any tendency to fruitfulness that is in it, it will have 
the best cultivation, and be placed in the most likely 
circumstances to cure its barrenness. 

Neither is it of fruitfulness as a transition state that 
Jesus speaks ; every tree has its stage of rest, its winter 
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condition, during which it produces no fruit. Through 
this period of inactivity and barrenness, it must pass to 
greater productiveness in summer and autumn. And 
corresponding with this natural torpor of the tree, the 
Christian has many barren and unprofitable seasons, 
winter states of the soul, when his feelings towards God 
seem to lose their warmth, and in the midst it may be of 
much outward prosperity his religious life is listless and 
dull. Such seasons are needed for calmer meditation, for 
firmer trust, for truer and deeper insight. Through them 
he returns to the ardour of his first love, and performs the 
works which that love taught ; and thus, through over* 
coming, finds the tree of life which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God. It is fruitlessness as a fixed and final 
state, as a permanent condition, that is condemned. 

LEAFINESS AND FRUITFULNESS.. 

A branch which puts forth leaves only lives for itself, 
all the sap it gets is converted into nourishment for its 
own tissues, to multiply and enlarge its own leaves, and 
to extend its own stem. A branch, on the other hand, 
which produces fruit has its own selfish life changed into 
an unselfish growth for the use of others ; the sap that 
would have fed its own parts is converted into nourish- 
ment for an independent life that is to spring from it. 
The branch which thus produces fruit, sacrifices itself for 
the good of others, and repeats in its own life the process 
of self-sacrifice by which it was itself formed. Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends ; ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I 
command you. It will thus be seen that the professor 
in Christ who produces no fruit is living for himself, 
converting all the blessings of Heaven to base selfish 
uses. He is not actuated by the spirit of self-sacrifice 
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which Christ displayed : the mind of devotion that was 
in Christ is not in him. 

WITHERED BRANCHES. 

The withered branches on a tree were once full of life 
and beauty. There was a time when they had a vital 
connection with the tree, and partook of its sap and 
general life. The spring clothed them with foliage, and 
the summer with blossoms, aud the autumn with fruit, 
like the rest of the branches. Theyj too, helped to de- 
velop the general structure of the tree, and contributed 
to the perfection of its symmetry. But a time came 
when, through worldliness and carelessness, their terminal 
buds lost the power of unfolding themselves, and finally 
died. With the death of the terminal buds, and the 
cessation of the formation of any more leaves, the further 
growth of the branches was necessarily completely 
arrested. The wave of general life went past them to 
other branches higher up the tree, and they were left 
behind. And now, although they remain in the tree, they 
have no part in the life movements that go on in its 
living economy. No future spring can revive or quicken 
them. They are irretrievably withered and dead. We 
see this retrogression very strikingly displayed in pine 
trees growing in a dense wood. Tier after tier of branches, 
once green and flourishing, and forming the leading shoots, 
are left behind in the upward and onward growth of the 
tree, and become ragged and leafless sticks, gradually 
falling off and strewing the ground, while only the top 
branches are living and verdant. 

The hard and painful sayings of Jesus are for salutary 
caution, not to produce slavish fear. Not in wrath but 
in love He speaks. These things have I spoken unto you 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy may 

L 
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be full. This is the gracious purpose of even the most 
grievous parts of His discourse. He draws the shadows 
dark that the lights of the picture may be more clearly 
and brightly defined. He mingles one drop of wholesome 
fear in the full cup of blessing which He proffers to them, 
that it may prove sweeter and healthy in the drinking. 
He desires that every element which would hinder their 
perfect conformity to His image and experience, may be 
removed, that pure as He is pure, and perfect as their 
Father in heaven is perfect. His joy may remain in them, 
and that their joy may be full." 

" Jesus Thou art the Vine and we 
The lesser branches are, 
O may we stiU abide in Thee 
And fruit abundant bear. 

Like trees on Zion's sacred hill 

The saints in order grow, 
Planted by God whose care and skill 

Their laden branches show. 

Watered by heavenly showers they yieid 

A rich and large increase ; 
And every spreading bough is filled 

With fruits of righteousness. 

Like withered branches on the vine. 

Professors oft are found ; 
But saints inspired with grace divine, 

With life and fruit abound. 

Jesus, Thou art the Vine, and we 

The lesser branches are ; 
O may we still abide in Thee 

And fruit abundant bear." 

Jesus immutably the same. 

Thou true and living Vine ! 
Around Thy all supporting stem, 

My feeble arms I twine. 
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Quickened by Thee and and kept alive 

I flourish and bear fruit ; 
My life I from thy sap derive, 

My vigour from Thy root. 

I can do nothing without Thee ; 

My strength is wholly Thine, 
Withered and barren should I be 

If severed from the Vine. 

Upon my leaf, when parched with heat, 

Refreshing dew shall drop ; 
The plant which Thy right hand hath set. 

Shall ne'er be rooted up. 

Each moment watered by Thy care, 

And fenced with povfrer divine, 
Fruit to eternal life shall bear 

The feeblest branch of Thine." 

^esus the source of life and fruitfulness in the kingdom. 



LX. A Purse, a Satchel, a Sword. 

When I sent you forth without purse, and satchels, and sandals ; of 
anything came ye short ? And they said, Of nothing ! But He said. 
Nevertheless, now, he who has a purse, let him take it ; in like manner 
a satchel also. And he who has not, let him sell his mantle and buy a 
sword. For I tell you, that this which has been written must needs be 
ended in Me, And with lawless ones was He reckoned ; for even that 
which relates to Me has an end. And they said, Master, behold two 
swords here I And He said to them, 'Tis enough ! Luke xxii. 36-38. 

EXPOSITION. 

Purse, Satchel, and Sword, — Provision, Forethought, 
and Discipline. Sustenance for a ministry, and a life 
requiring every aid of money, provision, forethought and 
discipline. The mind, heart, and body prepared for service. 
Money for expenses ; Satchel for provision for unexpected 
emergencies ; Sword, armour for conflict, The Sword of 
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the Spirit which is the Word of God. The Battle of Life 
is set before us. 

The disciples interpreted the parable literally and said. 
Master ! behold two swords here. And he said to them, 
with how sad a tone, 'Tis enough ! shewing that He did not 
mean literal swords or a fight with temporal weapons. 
The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty- 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting 
down reasonings, and every high thing that exalteth it- 
self against the knowledge of God, and bringing every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. 
X. 3-5. Eph. vi. 10-18. 

The armour of light, Rom. xiii. 12 ; the breastplate of 
faith and love, the helmet hope of salvation, i. Thess. v. 8. 
A man for success in the service of Jesus needs shrewd- 
ness, perseverance and indomitable resolution, more than 
the mere clothing of education, possessions, and adorn- 
ments, which cannot avail to deliver in the day of battle. 
Heavenly armour and not earthly is needed for the 
spiritual war. A battle in but not of this world is spoken 
of by Jesus. Such as He had been fighting from His 
birth to His baptism, and from His baptism till that hour, 
and which He would finish on the Cross. 

Purse, Satchel, and Sword, are s)mibols of the spiritual 
resources needed in the spiritual war. From His 
crucifixion there was war for ever between the real 
Gospel and the real world, hence Jesus says, I came not 
to send peace on earth, but a sword. The encounter with 
Sin must be close. His death on the Cross with lawless 
ones, made Him the object of the world's ridicule, and 
rendered it needful for Christians to sell their garments, 
and buy this sword, the Word of God. We wrestle not 
merely against flesh and blood, but against principalities 
and powers, against the ruler of the darkness of this 



The Teacher* $ Parables, 149 

world, against wicked spirits in high places. Our very 
clothing, as it were, must be parted with, that we may 
contend successfully in this battle for our soul's salvation. 
All a man hath will he give for his life, in the highest 
sense, when once the soul's value in the light of the Cross 
is seen. Vaughan says, "Scarce two or three in a 
generation really rise at Christ's call to sell the garment 
for a sword. Deception find self-deception are ever busily 
working, and he who might gird himself to meet difficulty 
is in danger of relaxing effort under illusion. It is the 
master art of the Devil to persuade us that there is no 
battle, that we are all agreed. 

** The difficulty of the warfare is increased by the invisi- 
bility of many of our enemies. We see not our foes, and yet 
they are all around us, and see us. It is difficult to use 
this world without abusing it, to be in and not of it. So 
to act and so to speak, so to regulate the habits, the 
principles, the conversation, the life itself, as never to 
forget Christ and unobtrusively to remind others of Him. 
So to associate with others, as to leaven the language, 
and mould the character, and influence the life of younger 
or weaker or less decided men, yet not to set up ourselves, 
but attract to Him who is the alone fountain of good, the 
alone satisfaction of that love which He created and 
planted in us as His highest gift of influence. * It is 
WRITTEN ' was His Sword. He used it always, every- 
where, and was never without it. 

" It will not do to leave the purchase of the, sword till 
the day of battle. Sell your very garment now and buy it. 
Whether it be the garment of pride, or the garment of 
carelessness, or the garment of sloth, or the garment of 
lust, or the garment of covetousness, or the garment of 
worldliness, or the garment of some enveloping, entangling, 
besetting sin, — sell it, discard it, fling it away, and buy of 
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Jesus, without money and without price, save that price- 
less price paid once for all, the atoning, cleansing blood, — 
that sword of the Spirit — The Word of God which 
whosoever hath and useth aright must be more than 
Conqueror ! 

'* Then, in this world, in all courage and in all strength 
you shall be Christ's soldiers ; manfully under His banner 
you shall fight the good fight and conquer ; afterwards 
the battle won, yours shall be the joy and the glory fore- 
shadowed in that bright promise, *To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God.' 

" Without, within, around, and inside us, is the fact, the 
experience, the evidence, the presence, and the power of 
sin. It is sin, which makes life troublous, and gives death 
its sting. It is sin which occupies half the time of at least 
three great professions, filling gaols, creating diseases, 
torturing consciences. It is sin which turns beautiful 
affections into maddening passions ; it is sin which makes 
food excess, and drink poison, it is sin which corrupts love 
into lust, and can make a hell of home. It is sin which 
makes your life, your daily life, a struggle and a battle ; 
matching against one another, in each smallest particular, 
duty and inclination, virtue and pleasure, religion and 
indulgence, God and self. 

**If you are to be a good man, you must fight and war 
for it, if you relax, if you yield, if you fly, you are a coward, 
a dastard*, a renegade, cashiered by yourself. If you die 
beaten, it scarcely needs Scripture, conscience will suffice 
to tell you, you are a lost man." Vaughan. 

" Soldiers of Christ arise I 
And put your armour on ; 
Strong in the strength which Grod supplies 
Through His eternal Son. 
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Strong in the Lord of Hosts, 
And in His mighty power ; 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror. 

Stand then in His great might, 
With all His strength endued ; 
And take to arm you for the fight, 
The panoply of God. 

Jesus hath died for you ; 
What can His love withstand ? 
Believe, hold fast your shield, and who 
Shall pluck you from His hand ? 

From strength to strength go on, 
Wrestle, and fight, and pray ; 
Tread all the powers of darkness down, 
And win the well-fought day. 

Then having all things done. 
And every conflict past ; 
Accepted each through Christ alone 
You shall be crowned at last." 

Suitable supplies for God's kingdom provided by the king. 
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These things have I spoken unto you, that in ME 

YE MIGHT HAVE PEACE. In THE WORLD YE SHALL HAYE 
TRIBULATION ; BUT BE OF GOOD CHEER ; I HAVE OVERCOME 

THE WORLD. John xvi, 33. Romans viii, 37. 
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SECTION THIRD. 

PERTHSHIRE SONGS BY PERTHSHIRE MEN. 

David Mallet (The Shades of Endermay, &c.)— General Reid {The 
Garb of Old Gaul) — ^Alexander Robertson, of Struan {Since Loyalty is 
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Anne). — ^Tames Hogg {The Bower of Tay, &c.) — Robert Tannahill {Jhe 
Flower o Dumblane). — ^William Reid (Kate o' Gowrie). — Robert Bums 
(The Birks of Aberfeldy, By Allan Stream, and Strathallan's Lament). — 
Sir Walter Scott (Mary of Tombea, Blanche of Devan, The Lay of Poor 
Louise, Supplementary, The Wicks o' Baiglie). 
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CEATS AND SADDLES, Bits and Bitting, Draught and 

^ Harness, and the Prevention and Cure of Restiveness in 
Horses. By Major Francis Dwyer. 



(Opinions of the Press on the New Edition). 

Bell's Life says:— "The work which Major Dwyer has so 
successfully carried through the press in two former editions is, for 
the third time, presented to the public in a new and enlarged form. In 
all the details of horse management the author is perfectly at home, 
and the practical way in which he deals with his subject cannot fail 
to be appreciated by equestrians or those who keep studs. The first 
portion of the volume is devoted to a lengthy dissertation on the all- 
important subject of Seats and Saddles. These chapters afford much 
valuable information gained by a careful study, not only of the frame- 
work of the animal considered from a mechanical point of view, but also 
of the influence of the saddle in its relation to the seat of the rider. . . . 
We assure our readers that the whole contents of the book are well 
worth perusal. It may be well, however, to mention that the question 
of bits and bitting is thoroughly considered, while Part III. is taken up 
with remarks on the true principles which should be observed in matters 
of draught and harness. The concluding portion of the book deals with 
that worst of all vices in the horse, restiveness, its prevention and cure." 
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The Dublin Farmers' Gazette says : — •• We noticed Major 
Dwyer's book on its first appearance some years ago, and we do so 
again with much pleasure, seeing it has reached its third edition, and 
appears in an enlarged and much improved form. It is a book which 
should be in the hands of every one who either rides a horse or drives 
one. Major Dwyer's remarks on draught, training for draught, and on 
restiveness are invaluable. The work is illustrated with suitable en- 
gravings explanatory of the text." 

The Scotsman says: — "The fact that the second edition ot 
Major Dwyer's well-known treatise has been for some time out of print, 
has led to the issue of a third edition, to which the author has made 
various important additions. The book is one of the most scientific 
and exhaustive works in our language on the subject of which it treats. 
It is impossible to read this book without arriving at the conviction that 
there is every year an enormous waste of horse flesh in this country, as 
well as others, through sheer ignorance and adherence to rule of thumb 
traditions." 

The Ghiardian says : — " It is not usual to light on a book about 
*' horsey " matters, which unites scientific acquirements with practical 
knowledge. Major Dwyer combines both these requisites for a suc- 
cessful teacher in his book. The results of the wide experience of the 
author as a cavalry officer in the Austrian service, are in every case 
referred to their causes in the principles of dynamical laws, and 
explained and illustrated by a series of carefully-drawn mathematical 
diagrams. Altogether his readers will agree that Major Dwyer's book is 
the most thorough and scientific manual yet published on the subject." 

The Country says : — '* Major Dwyer's book will be known to 
many readers. Its sterling worth, the evidence on every page that it is 
the work of a man of large experience and clear thought, have made it 
popular with that very wide English constituency, riding men, so that a 
third edition has been found necessary to supply public demand. The 
author has taken the opportunity a new edition onered to add remarks 
on several important points, and to correct some misapprehensions 
that had arisen ; and the book, as now placed before the reader, is 
most complete, showing the writer to be thoroughly master of the 
subject, alike in its principles and its smallest det^ls. We heartily 
commend it to the perusal of every owner of a horse." 

The Army and Navy Quzette says:— "Major Dwyer's work 
on Seats and Saddles, &c., wnich has reached a third edition, is already 
favourably known in sporting and military circles. It is written with 
ease and to the point, describing in a few words what the author wishes 
to convey to his readers. There are several additions to the volume as 
now issued which render the book more valuable. The chapter on 
• Military Seats ' will be found very interesting. Altogether Major 
Dwyer's book is a pleasantly-written and instructive treatise on a uni- 
versally popular subject." 
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Truth says: — "Major Dwyer's " Seats and Saddles," of which a 
third edition, improved and enlarged, has appeared, needs no recom- 
mendation to lovers of horses. It has been improved and enlarged 
particularly, if my memory does not deceive me, in the sections devoted 
to draught and horses, bits, and the prevention and cure of restiveness. 
In these improvements the thoroughly scientific, as well as practical 
character of the book is steadily maintained." 
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rpHE CULTIVATION AND MANUFACTURE OF TEA. 

^ By Lieut-Col. Edward Money. 

(Opinions of the Press on the New Edition.) 

The Saturday Review says: — "We think that Col. Money 
has done good service by throwing into the form of a book, an essay, 
which gained the Prize awarded by the Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society of India, in 1873. The author is one of a well-known Anglo- 
Indi2to family, which has done good service to the State in divers 
capacities, Civil and Military. He has been in the habit of making 
copious notes on Tea, he tells us for the past eleven years : and he is 
the owner of plantations in the Himalayas, in Chittagong, and in the 
Bhootan Doars. He has had plenty of practical experience, and has 
tested the labours of other men .... Col. Money's general rules 
and principles, as far as we can form a judgment, seem to have reason 
as well as experience on their side .... No Tea Planter can 
afford to disregard his experience." 

The Indian Agriculturist says : — "Col. Money has advanced 
with the times, and tEe work under review may well be considered the 
standard work on the subject, and it ought to be in every Tea Planter's 
hand in India, Ceylon, Java, Japan, China or America ; the merit and 
sterling value of his essay has been so universally and deservedly 
acknowledged, that all that is left for us to say is that this, the third 
edition, contains all the additional information that has been gained 
during the last six years, has been corrected up to date and much en- 
larged. The value of Col. Money's work is enhanced by the fact that 
he has seen and studied Tea cultivation in all of the districts of which 
he treats, and that he deals with the whole subject in a practical 
manner, and has very few scientific theories to advance. We recommend 
our readers who require full information and sound advice on the 
subject to procure Col. Money's book. 

Allen's Indian Mail says: — '*The particulars of this Great 
industry, which comprises (Tea) Cultivation and Manufacture are given 
in the work of Col. Money. The third Edition expanded from the original 
prize Essay published in 1872. by the results of the author's practical ex- 
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perience and observations up to the present time, supplies full details of 
the origin and progress of an Indian Tea Garden, and that in a very lucid 
and readable form . . . The publication of so thorough, clear and 
instructive a directorium as Col. Money's work is in itself a proof of the 
attention devoted to this important industry, which has a great future 
before it. No one who desires to understand the condition of its 
development ; still more — no one who has a pecuniary interest in a Tea 
Garden, can feel that the subject of tea is Known until this work has 
been studied." 

The Ohina SzpreSS says: — "The experience gained since 
1872 is added to the work, and it now forms a most complete guide to 
the tea planter. The great progress the cultivation of tea is making 
in India renders a practical work of this kind very valuable ; and the 
method in which Colonel Money deals with the subject shows his 
thorough knowledge of it." 

The Planters* Quzette says: — "The cultivation of tea in 
the British dominions is becoming a rapidly extending industry, and 
we are glad to see that Colonel Money's prize essay has reached a third 
edition, for it is full of practical information and deserves to be studied 
by every tea planter." 

The Manchester Szaminer says : — " During the last few 
years the fact that India is a tea-producing country has become more 
generally known in England ; but few people know that the finest 
Indian teas are more expensive than the best of Chinese growth, and 
that the average price of the tea grown in India is higher than that 
which comes from the Flowery Land. Another piece of information 
given in this book is not less suggestive ; we mean that which assures 
us that India is capable of producing as much tea as would meet the 
wants of Great Britain and all her colonies. But the culture is yet in 
its infancy. Colonel Money's treatise is one of the most complete and 
exhaustive of the kind we have ever read. He seems to anticipate all 
possible difficulties ; his warnings and his counsels embrace every branch 
of the subject, and only a practical man could have written them. One 
would think that a tea grower of common sense could scarcely make 
blunders with such an admirable guide before him : and the commercial 
side of the enterprise is discussed in the same careful manner as the 
agricultural." 

The Broad Arrow says : — " In this work we have the results 
of eighteen years' experience of a tea planter in India, and the author 
has so written it that the beginner will find it invaluable, for he has 
had his wants specially in view. It is, so far as we know, the best, 
as it is certainly the most practical book about tea that has been 
published." 
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